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INTRODUCTION  BY  THE  EDITOR 


Harry  E.  Salyards 

In  my  July  Introduction,  I offered  the  opinion  that  the 
SO's  were  really  a golden  age  of  collecting  more  In  the  rosy 
glow  of  retrospect  than  at  the  time;  and  reading  through 
some  of  Jim  Johnson's  old  "Fair  to  Very  Fine"  columns,  as 
published  in  Coin  World  during  that  decade,  has  only  served 
to  reinforce  that  conclusion.  Then,  too,  there  were  com- 
plaints about  dealer  ripoffs,  and  market  manipulations;  one 
angry  correspondent  even  proposed  a kind  of  ANA-regu 1 ated 
price  control  scheme,  wherein  nothing  beyond  a certain  price 
for  a given  coin  could  be  charged  by  a member-seller.  John- 
son empathized  with  the  letter  writer,  but  came  up  short  of 
endorsing  his  idea.  Interestingly,  though,  he  did  suggest 
the  publication  of  a kind  of  Real  Numismatic  Value  Guide,  to 
be  determined  by  suitably  qualified  experts;  as  distinct 
from  a mere  publication  of  market  values,  subject  as  the 
latter  were  to  everything  from  sellers'  wishful  thinking  to 
phony  auction  sale  records.  Obviously,  that  never  came  to 
pass;  think  what  we  might  have  seen  if  it  had:  1881-S  Morgan 
Dollar,  MS-65:  real  numismatic  value  = melt... 

In  a letter  published  in  this  issue.  Herb  Sllberman 
laments  the  fact  that  the  50-dollar  cent  is  well  on  the  way 
to  becoming  the  50 ,000-dol 1 ar  cent.  For  the  hardest-to-f i nd 
varieties,  and  the  absolute  top-condition  coins,  that  may  be 
true.  But  Just  as  no  one  can  tell  you  that  you  have  to  col- 
lect only  mint  state  coins,  no  one  can  tell  you  that  you've 
GOT  to  have  that  low-grade,  high-rarity  item  at  an  outrag- 
eous price;  the  choice  remains  yours.  For  example,  I have 
a dear  friend  in  EAC  who  turned  down  an  1802  C-1  half  cent, 
even  though  he  "needed"  it  for  his  collection,  and  could 
afford  the  20K+  price  tag,  because  it  Just  wasn't  much  to 
look  at,  for  that  amount  of  money.  Similarly,  I believe  I 
positively  astounded  a younger  club  member,  on  the  bourse 
of  the  1991  EAC  convention,  by  suggesting  that  an  S-264 
(which  I do  not  have)  was  nothing  more  than  a rare  muling 
of  dies  I already  had  represented  on  choice  VF  coins  (S-263 
reverse,  S-265  obverse),  and  thus,  to  me , was  worth  nowhere 
near  the  mu  1 1 i -thousand  dollar  prices  being  quoted  for  very 
low  grade  coins.  Furthermore,  I told  the  astonished  young 
man,  I would  feel  like  my  collection  of  1803's  was  less 
complete  if  I lacked  the  NC-1  (which  does,  of  course,  use  a 
die  not  employed  on  any  other  variety)  than  the  S-264;  and 
that  the  same  comment  applied  to  1802  NC-1,  which  employs 
a unique  die  use,  versus  1802  NC-2,  which  doesn't.  If  the 
point  is  die  varieties,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  having  an 
example  of  the  work  from  each  die  is  the  thing,  "missing 
numbers"  in  somebody  else's  sequence  be  damned. 

And  I will  insist  on  remembering,  and  counseling  you  to 
remember,  that  this  is  a hobby.  The  next  time  somebody 
offers  you  generous  "terms"  on  some  mega-bucks  item,  remem- 
that  X-dollars  per  month  for  a year  constitutes  a second 
mortgage  payment,  not  a leisure-time  pursuit.  And  finally, 
if  enough  collectors  rebel  at  paying  the  "going  rate," 
prices  can  and  do  come  down--not  from  $50,000  to  $50,  but 
enough,  perhaps,  to  put  you  "back  into  the  hunt." 
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A FASCINATING  1795  CENT 


Tim  Burch 

John  D.  Wright,  NLG 


Over  a year  ago,  my  son  Nathan,  (now  9) , started  collecting 
Lincoln  cents.  This  attracted  his  uncle's  attention  who  then 
started  him  on  a type  set  book,  giving  him  scrap  large  cents,  two 
and  three  cent  pieces,  nickels,  and  silver.  I had  been  helping 
Nathan  organize  his  collection  and  soon  became  hooked  myself. 
Initially  I just  wanted  to  buy  some  scrap  silver  in  hopes  of  some 
day  making  a few  bucks.  In  my  search  for  good  deals  I happened 
on  a shop  that  had  a box  full  of  large  cents  for  sale.  Although 
I couldn't  really  afford  it,  I purchased  all  60  of  them  for  $100. 
All  of  them,  that  is,  except  one  — a 1795  Liberty  Cap.  Thinking 
that  it  was  a 1793,  the  owner  would  not  sell  it  until  he  verified 
the  date  and  value. 

A week  or  so  went  by  and  I decided  that  it  was  time  for  Nathan 
and  I to  attend  our  first  coin  show.  It  was  here  at  Rogers  Plaza 
on  January  17  that  I first  met  Verwayne.  I traded  him  some  old 
Whitman  folders  for  a Photograde  Coin  Grading  Guide  while  Nathan 
tried  to  complete  his  Mercury  dime  set.  I was  shocked  by  the 
prices  on  the  large  cents,  and  I know  that  most  of  mine  were  in 
better  shape  than  these. 

The  next  day  I went  back  to  the  little  sho^  and  asked  if  he  still 
had  the  1795.  He  had  since  come  to  realize  that  it  was  a 1795 
and  had  really  lost  interest  in  it.  To  my  knowledge  he  never  did 
have  a qualified  person  look  at  it.  "Yes,"  he  replied,  "how  much 
will  you  give  me  for  it?"  My  Black  book  said  that  I could  expect 
to  pay  $20  for  the  coin  in  G4,  but  this  was  definitely  an  AG3 . I 
could  tell  by  using  my  new  Photograde  book.  It  also  looked  as  if 
someone  had  tampered  with  the  coin.  The  LIBERTY  was  not  centered 
and  there  were  the  worn  remains  of  strange  words  on  the  obverse 
and  reverse,  primarily  COMM  and  ORK.  Not  wanting  to  get  stung  on 
the  deal,  but  knowing  my  son  needed  it  for  his  type  set  book,  I 
offered  him  $5  — he  passed. 

The  next  day,  January  19,  I walked  once  again  into  his  shop.  He 
pulled  out  the  1795  and  said  "How  much  today?"  I said  "$15."  He 
replied  "Sold;  I was  thinking  of  $20.  but  I'll  let  you  have  it 
for  $15.  God  bless  you,  I hope  you  can  sell  it  for  $40." 

I told  him  it  was  probably  going  to  end  up  in  my  son's  type  set 
book  and  that  I was  really  puzzled  over  the  strange  layout  of  the 
coin  because  I had  not  been  able  to  find  it  in  any  of  my  books. 
He  had  no  answer  and  very  little  interest,  so  I left,  not  knowing 
exactly  what  I had  bought,  but  determined  to  find  out. 

My  first  stop  was  a little  coin  shop  in  town.  He  told  me  he  had 
seen  a lot  of  them  in  that  condition.  I asked  him  about  all  the 
strange  lettering.  He  told  me  someone  had  probably  tampered  with 
it.  I argued  that  the  lettering  looked  raised,  as  if  it  had  been 
put  on  the  coin  originally.  He  took  a closer  look  and  tended  to 
agree  with  me,  but  could  offer  me  no  clue  as  to  its  identity  or 
its  value.  He  promised  to  check  into  it  and  get  back  with  me.  I 
checked  back  with  him  two  more  times  but  he  said  he  had  not  found 
out  anything.  I doubt  he  even  looked. 
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The  next  stop  was  the  biggest  coin  shop  in  town.  I did  not  at 
all  care  for  this  dealer  or  his  deals,  but  I promised  myself  I 
would  not  sell  — just  get  an  appraisal. 

The  manager  told  me  it  was  obviously  a restrike  of  a 1795  large 
cent  over  a British  trade  token.  He  told  me  that  it  was  a common 
occurence  back  then  to  do  this  and  that  in  the  condition  it  was 
in  it  held  no  special  value.  He  told  me  if  I was  interested,  I 
could  get  a book  on  trade  tokens  and  go  through  it  page  by  page 
and  I might  possibly  find  mine.  He  asked  me  what  I paid  for  it. 
He  told  me  I hadn't  gotten  stung  on  the  deal,  that  this  was  a 
coin  he  would  typically  pay  $15.  for  and  sell  for  $20-25.  Well  I 
didn't  believe  that  for  a minute.  I went  home  with  mixed 
feelings:  elated  because  I knew  more  about  what  it  was  and  hadn't 
gotten  taken,  but  disappointed  because  I had  hoped  it  would  be 
worth  more.  I determined  for  the  time  being  to  keep  it  for 
myself  as  a conversation  piece  and  maybe  in  time  give  it  to  my 
son.  But  before  I did  that,  I wanted  one  more  opinion,  so  I 
would  wait  until  the  next  coin  show  on  April  24-25  and  "shop  it 
around",  hoping  Verwayne  or  one  of  the  other  dealers  could  help 
me  out . 

I didn't  have  to  wait  that  long.  At  the  end  of  March,  Verwayne 
opened  a new  store  and  it  just  happened  to  be  on  my  end  of  town. 
I told  him  what  I had  and  he  said  that  he  would  like  to  see  it. 
The  next  day  I brought  it  in  and  in  a matter  of  minutes  he  had 
located  what  he  thought  it  was  in  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Coins. 


Change  of  writer:  At  the  Kalamazoo  show  on  April  3,  I was  (as 
always)  looking  for  fascinating  cents.  Verwayne  said  "I  KNEW 
you'd  be  here,  but  I forgot  to  bring  the  coin  to  show  you.  A 
friend  of  mine  has  a 1795  cent  that  we  think  is  a Breen  1674. 
That's  the  rare  one  struck  over  a Talbot  Allum  & Lee  token.  I 
told  him  I knew  somebody  who  knew  large  cents  and  would  be 
straight  with  him,  but  then  I forgot  to  bring  his  coin  with  me. 
Would  it  be  OK  with  you  for  me  to  give  him  your  name  and  address 
or  phone  nvunber?" 

I scribbled  my  home  phone#  and  address  on  the  back  of  a business 
card  and  gave  it  to  Verwayne  with  the  caveat  "It  might  be,  but  I 
couldn't  say  without  seeing  it.  I'll  be  happy  to  tell  him 
exactly  what  he  has  once  I see  it."  Expecting  the  matter  to  die 
right  there  as  most  such  phantoms  do,  I was  surprised  to  get  a 
call  five  days  later.  "Mr.  Wright,  my  name  is  Tim  Burch.  I have 
a 1795  cent  that  Verwayne  Greenhoe  says  you  can  tell  me  what  it 
is."  We  chatted  for  a bit  and  I advised  Tim  to  send  the  coin  to 
me  via  registered  mail.  Another  five  days  and  a certified 
envelope  arrived  containing  a large  cent  and  the  following  letter 


Enclosed  is  the  1795  large  cent  we  discussed  on  the 
phone.  Verwayne  Greenhoe  believes  it  to  be  a Breen  1674 
over struck  on  a Talbot,  Allum,  & Lee  token. 
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I really  appreciate  you  taking  time  out  of  your  busy  day 
to  identify  this  for  me.  Please  include  the  Breen  and 
Sheldon  numbers  and  anything  else  that  might  be  of  value 
or  interest.  Also,  please  comment  on  why  the  word 
LIBERTY  is  off  center  and  what  is  the  significance  of 
the  letters  COMM  to  the  right  of  Miss  Liberty's  head. 

If  this  happens  to  be  the  scarce  variety,  please  inform 
me  of  its  value  and  how  to  go  about  selling  it.  Would 
you  know  of  anyone  interested  in  buying  it? 

The  coin  dropped  out  of  the  envelope  tail-up.  ONE  CENT  high; 
plain,  rounded  edge,  an  obvious  overstrike.  Turn  it  over  — 1795 
with  close  date:  we're  done,  that's  an  NC2.  I have  no  doubt  as 
to  its  attribution,  but  I'm  really  freaked  out  — I'd  SWEAR  this 
is  Ted's  coinl 

The  first  example  of  1795  NC2  was  discovered  in  late  1968  by 
Walter  Breen  among  a consignment  of  loose  cents  he  was 
cataloguing  for  a Lester  Merkin  auction.  Walter  first  thought  it 
an  S.76b  overstruck,  then  noticed  that  the  date  didn't  "look 
right"  — curiouser  and  curiouser! ! That  coin  sold  to  the  book 
as  lot  649  of  the  LM  3/69  sale  for  $1050.  An  XF  1804  cent  in  the 
same  sale  sold  for  $1000.  I attended  that  sale  and  examined  lot 
649  carefully  in  3/69.  Skeptical  at  first,  the  coin  convinced  me 
that  Walter's  claim  of  this  being  a "unique  and  unpublished" 
variety  was  indeed  true.  It  was  almost  a decade  later  (around 
1975)  before  I learned  who  had  bought  it. 

In  March  87  Ted  Naftzger  loaned  me  five  coins  from  his  collection 
(93NC6,  95NC2,  00NC5,  01NC4,  S.264)  for  me  to  press,  photo,  and 
make  notes  for  my  records.  In  March  93  I'm  thumbing  thru  my 
pressing-file  for  the  95NC2  — there  it  is;  no,  this  is  a 
different  coin.  That's  good,  because  even  though  Ted  recently 
sold  his  early  cents  the  only  way  for  his  95NC2  to  turn  up  as  a 
"new  find"  would  be  by  theft,  robbery,  or  loss.  OK,  let's  call 
Tim  and  tell  him  what  he  has. 

Tim  wants  to  sell,  asks  for  advice.  I give  it  — consignment  to 
a major  auction,  offering  among  the  heavier  hitters  in  today's 
market,  or  (the  one  I like)  sell  it  to  me  for  my  collection.  Tim 
asks  for  an  offer,  I gulp  and  make  a strong  4 -figure  one,  and  he 
promises  to  get  back  to  me  soon.  Regardless  of  the  outcome  I get 
his  permission  to  take  the  coin  to  EAC93  in  Dallas  next  weekend 
to  show  it  around. 

In  the  next  four  days  Tim  discusses  the  coin  with  Ken  Schugars, 
Ray  Merena  (of  Bowers  & Merena)  and  others  unknown  to  me.  Now 
there  will  be  no  surprise  at  EAC93,  but  Tim  is  reassured  that  my 
offer  is  a fair  one.  Tim  calls  me  back,  says  the  coin  is  mine 
for  $1000  more  than  my  offer.  We  split  the  difference  and  I add 
my  first  new  early-date  variety  since  1988. 

I photo  the  coin,  press  it,  and  take  it  to  Dallas  for  EAC93. 
Bill  Noyes  snaps  it  with  a group  of  remakes  from  my  collection. 
I show  it  around  (unidentified)  to  friends  one  by  one.  Tom 
Reynolds:  "Looks  like  it's  over  a TA&L.  Is  this  an  NC?"  Chris 
McCawley:  "Neat!  An  NC2?"  (Nameless  Expert) : "Why  are  you 
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showing  me  this  piece  of  garbage?"  I persist:  "Look  it  over 
carefully."  He  hands  it  back:  "It's  trash".  Mark  Borckardt: 
"Nice  overstrike.  Do  you  know  what  variety  it  is?"  "Yes,  NC2 . 
Do  you  have  a picture  of  that  variety  for  Walter's  cent  book?" 
"No,  I don't  think  we  do.  May  we  borrow  it  to  photograph?" 
"Mais  oui!"  And  Mark  ships  it  to  New  Hampshire. 

Two  weeks  later  (Nameless)  receives  prints  from  Bowers  and  calls: 
"John,  why  didn't  you  tell  me  you  had  an  NC2?  I should  have  seen 
it!"  "You  did."  "No  I didn't."  "Yes  you  did  — and  refused  to 
examine  it."  "You  didn't  tell  me  it  was  an  NC!"  "Would  you  have 
believed  me  if  I'd  told  you  it  was  an  NC2?"  "Sure!!"  "Would  you 
have  believed  Tim  Burch  if  he'd  told  you  it  was  an  NC2?"  "Who's 
Tim  Burch?"  "You  don't  know  him.  Would  you  have  believed  him?" 
"No,  I'd  have  to  check  it  out."  "So  why  didn't  you?"  "You 
didn't  tell  me  what  it  was!  You  should  have  TOLD  me!"  "OK,  my 
fault.  " 

So  that's  it  for  1993.  But  what's  the  story  for  1795?  In  1794 
the  company  of  Talbot,  Allum  & Lee  was  an  importer  of  goods  from 
India,  with  offices  in  New  York.  Halfpenny-size  trade  tokens 
were  commonly  circulated  at  that  time  both  in  Britain  and  the 
U.S.,  since  most  coin  was  accepted  or  rejected  based  on  metal  and 
weight  rather  than  by  the  impressed  design.  TA&L  contracted 
Kempson  & Company  of  Birmingham,  England  to  strike  at  least  two 
tons  of  coppers  dated  1794  and  1795  with  the  intent  of 
circulating  them  in  the  U.S.  They  were  not  accepted  into 
commerce  as  readily  as  hoped,  so  TA&L  sold  1076  pounds  (over  50 
thousand  pieces)  to  the  U.S.  mint  in  April  1795,  and  another  1914 
pounds  (over  90  thousand  pieces)  in  December  1796.  At  the  time, 
the  mint  was  buying  copper  by  the  pound  from  any  available 
source. 

TA&L  coppers  come  in  two  weights;  152  and  140  grains.  A standard 
U.S.  large  cent  before  December  1795  was  208  grains  (though  most 
were  a bit  light) . The  reduced-weight  standard  effective  27 
December  1795  was  168  grains.  The  TA&L  coppers  were  about  the 
diameter  of  a British  halfpenny  or  a U.S.  large  cent,  but  thinner 
and  lighter.  More  than  a few  of  the  TA&L's  purchased  by  the  mint 
had  half-cent-sized  pieces  punched  from  them  and  these  were 
struck  into  half  cents.  Several  half  cents  of  1795  C.6a  and  1797 
C.1,2  show  various  design  elements  of  TA&L  undertypes.  The 
scruff  and  possibly  the  majority  of  the  mint's  TA&L's  were  melted 
for  alloy  with  precious  metal  or  for  rolling  into  strip  for  large 
and  half  cents. 

One  of  the  Smithsonian  cents  is  a mint  state  1795  S.75  struck 
over  a 1794  TA&L.  S.75  is  normally  a lettered-edge  variety  (208 
grains) , but  this  piece  has  a plain,  unlettered  edge  (in  spite  of 
Breen's  assertion  to  the  contrary)  and  weighs  146.7  grains.  It 
is  boldly  and  very  carefully  struck,  with  broad,  crisp 
dentilation  (unlike  normal  S.75's),  and  the  LIBERTY  carefully 
aligned  with  the  LIBERTY  of  the  TA&L  undertype.  That  it  is  the 
ONLY  nice  1795  in  the  Smithsonian  holdings  and  that  its 
provenance  there  is  "Mint  Cabinet"  is  ample  proof  that  this 
trial-piece  was  officially  retained  by  the  mint  from  the  day  of 
its  manufacture. 
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Breen's  discovery  in  1968  of  a second  cent  over  a TA&L  likely 
from  this  batch  confirms  that  they  at  least  TRIED  to  strike  cents 
for  circulation  from  the  first  TA&L  purchase.  That  this  reverse 
die  is  common  to  a plentifully-found  1795  variety  lends  credence 
to  a U.S.  mint  origin  for  the  NC2 . That  the  obverse  appears  on 
no  other  variety  is  curious. 

Speculation  by  JDW:  Perhaps  many  of  these  were  struck  (at  140  to 
152  grains)  and  held  awaiting  the  expected  weight-reduction 
approval.  Congress  had  done  so  in  April  1795,  but  the  President 
dallied  until  late  December.  When  the  delayed  approval  stated 
"168  grains",  these  illegally  far-too-light  coins  may  have  been 
melted  — the  entire  output  from  this  obverse  die.  The  piece 
just  discovered  weighs  134.4  grains.  The  survival  of  at  least 
two  examples,  both  WELL  worn,  would  imply  that  the  few  that 
slipped  out  were  not  thought  to  be  anything  unusual  at  the  time. 
To  date,  the  only  large  cents  seen  struck  over  a TA&L  is  the  Mint 
Cabinet  S.75  and  the  two  NC2's.  All  three  of  these  have  been 
carefully  examined  by  me  and  all  three  have  plain  edge. 

To  me,  the  1795  NC2  variety  has  charisma  lacking  from  most  other 
NC's.  The  "NonCollectable"  designation  merely  indicates  that  the 
variety  is  "Extremely  Rare".  But  unlike  most  of  the  rest,  THIS 
NC  has  a fascinating  story  to  tell.  Maybe  in  time  some  more 
information  on  the  TA&L  overstrikes  will  turn  up. 


What  is  the  quickest  identification  of  the  NC2  reverse? 

ONE  CENT  is  very  high  in  the  wreath.  This  is  seen  on  at  least 
half  of  all  plain-edge  1795  cents,  as  this  is  the  same  die  used 
on  S.76b  which  is  a very  common  variety.  Both  examples  of  NC2 
show  bits  of  ship's  rigging,  ORK  (from  NEW  YORK),  and  parts  of 
ALLUM  & LEE  on  the  reverse. 


What  distinguishes  the  NC2  obverse  from  the  S.76  obverse? 

Breen  says  "top  of  5 buried  in  bust,  closest  date  spaced  1 79  5 
with  last  three  digits  almost  in  a straight  line  at  tops".  I 
prefer  the  simpler  "very  close  date".  Compare  the  photos  facing. 
Both  examples  of  NC2  show  traces  of  the  head  and  cap-on-a-pole 
and  bits  of  LIBERTY  & COMMERCE  on  the  obverse. 
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Photos  by  JDW 
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High-Contrast  photos  by- 
Bowers  & Merena  Galleries 

TA&L  photos  by  Rod  Widok 
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NEW  JERSEY  COPPERS,  PART  10:  MARIS  18N 

John  Griffee 


The  Maris  "18"  family,  consisting  of  18J,  18L,  18M  and  18N,  better  known  as  the 
"bridle"  variety,  is  probably  one  of  the  most  popular  in  the  New  Jersey  series. 

The  good  news,  if  you  are  a type  collector,  is  that  there  are  quite  a number  of  1 8M's 
(R1 ) available  at  reasonable  prices.  The  bad  news,  for  the  series  collector,  is  that  the  other 
three  coins  needed  to  complete  the  "18"  family  are  all  R6  (1 3 to  30  pcs.)  or  R8  (2  or  3 pcs.). 

It  is  extremely  difficult,  read  that  impossible,  to  complete  this  family. 

The  coin  is  called  the  "bridle"  because  of  what  looks  like  a die  break  from  the  horse's 
mouth  to  its  barrel.  There  are  actually  two  die  breaks--one  starting  at  the  mouth  and  one 
starting  at  the  barrel  which  eventually  meet  in  the  middle. 

An  example  of  18M  in  uncirculated  condition,  without  a trace  of  any  die  breaks,  was 
Lot  #1411  in  the  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Garrett  sale  in  October,  1 980.  The  M reverse  must  have 
been  manufactured  first  because  I have  no  evidence  of  die-break  free  coins  in  the  J,  L and  N 
varieties. 

Michael  Hodder  has  published  an  extensive  study  of  reverse  J,  its  immediate  family 
(i.e.,  those  obverses  married  to  this  die  including  obverse  18)  and  its  extended  family  (those 
reverses,  including  N being  discussed  below,  married  to  obverses  which  are  also  known  struck 
in  combination  with  J). 

This  is  not  an  Abbott  and  Costello  "who's  on  first"  routine-Michael  concluded  that 
18N  must  be  considered  contemporary  with  the  other  reverses  of  Maris  18  and  was, 
consequently,  "another  of  the  back-dated  varieties." 

It's  amazing  how  all  the  NJ  reverses  are  the  same  yet  they  are  all  different.  In  the  1 8 
family,  reverses  M & N have  wide  shields  and  J & L have  narrow  shields.  The  size  and  shape 
of  the  M & N shields  are  virtually  the  same-the  big  difference  is  the  location  of  the  letters. 
On  the  M reverse  the  middle  point  of  the  shield  points  to  the  left  of  the  letter  "U"  in 
PLURIBUS,  whereas  on  the  N reverse  it  points  to  the  right  of  the  letter  "U". 

If  you  own  a "Bridle"  variety  with  a narrow  shield  then  you  should  conclude  that  you 
own  the  "J"  reverse.  But,  just  in  case  you  want  to  make  sure  you  haven't  "discovered"  a 
third  example  of  the  extremely  rare  L reverse,  take  a piece  of  paper  or  any  straightedged  item 
and  hold  it  along  the  bottom  horizontal  line  on  the  shield  so  it  extends  to  both  edges  of  the 
coin.  On  the  left  side,  the  line  will  cut  through  the  curved  part  of  the  letter  "P".  On  the  right 
side,  the  line  will  cut  through  the  middle  of  the  letter  "U".  That  is  the  "J"  reverse. 

One  last  confirmation-the  sinister  point  of  the  shield  (the  right  point)  will  not  be  close 
to  the  first  "U"  in  UNUM  whereas  on  the  L reverse  the  point  and  "U"  are  almost  touching. 

Listed  below  are  all  the  18N's  in  auction  catalogs  I own  where  I do  not  know  the 
present  owner  or  location  of  the  coins.  If  you  own  one  of  these  coins,  or  know  of  someone 
who  does,  please  let  me  know.  The  greater  the  input  the  more  accurate  the  Condition  Census 
will  be.  A 'P'  means  the  coins  was  plated.  'L'  is  short  for  'Lot'. 
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Chapman,  Stickney 

6/07 

VF 

- 

L272 

Schulman,  Spiro 

3/55 

VF 

P 

L1467 

Harmer,  Rooke 

11/69 

VG 

— 

L178 

Pine  Tree,  EAC 

3/76 

G 

P 

L2021 

Stack's,  bal.  Robison 

4/76 

G 

— 

part  LI  08 

B & M,  Taylor 

3/87 

VF20 

P 

L2181 

B & M,  Norweb 

10/87 

VF20 

P 

LI  328 

Stack's 

11/88 

Fair 

— 

part  LI  259 

Stack's,  Foreman 

5/89 

F 

P 

LI  348 

Stack's,  Foreman 

5/89 

VG 

P 

LI  349 

B & M,  Saccone 

11/89 

F15-VF20 

P 

L1572 

From  information  obtained  from  N.  J.  copper  collectors  known  to  me,  and  I do  not  list 
any  owner  without  permission,  I have  compiled  the  following  Condition  Census  for  M18N: 


1. 

XF-AU 

Ted  Craige;  Mayflower,  Sterns,  12/66,  LI  99 

2. 

XF 

Bill  Anton;  Dr.  Harold  Smith 

3. 

VF35 

Ocean  N.  J.  collector 

4. 

VF35 

William  Anton  III 

5. 

VF35 

Sinking  Springs,  PA  collector;  B & M,  Quartette 

6. 

VF30-35 

Noted  Western  collector 

7. 

VF 

Chapman,  Stickney,  6/07,  L272 

8. 

VF30 

Peter  Scherff;  EAN,  FPL,  L23;  San  Diego  Show,  ANA,  3/90,  L2429 

9. 

VF25 

Edmond  Kucia;  Federal  Coin  Exchange 

10. 

VF20-30 

B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  L2181 

11. 

VF20 

John  Griffee;  Jeff  Rock,  FPL  #7,  1 1/92,  L1 12;  Don  Mituzas 

12. 

VF20 

B & M,  Norweb,  10/87,  LI  328;  New  Netherlands,  6/55;  Hall,  L577; 
Brand  collection 

13. 

VF  rough 

Gregory  Webb;  B & M,  Sherr,  6/84,  L3158 

14. 

VF  rough 

Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  LI 467;  Stack's,  Kissner,  6/75,  L78;  Damon 
Douglas 

15. 

VF/EF  holed 

Sal  Schaffer;  Jeff  Rock 

16. 

F15/VF20 

B & M,  Saccone,  11/89,  LI  572;  Stack's,  Picker,  10/84,  LI  94;  John 
Garrett;  Henkels,  Maris,  6/1886,  L387 

17. 

F15 

John  Lorenzo;  Mike  Ringo 

18. 

F 

NJHS,  March  1927;  bequest  of  Frederick  Canfield,  Dover,  NJ 

19. 

F12 

Scott  Barnes 

20. 

F 

Glenn  Ivey;  John  Griffee;  Mike  Ringo 

21. 

F 

Stack's,  Foreman,  3/89,  LI  348 

22. 

F 

N.  Y.  collector  #4 

23. 

F porous 

Mike  Ringo,  FPL,  10/90,  L25 

24. 

Abt.  F 

Richard  August 

25. 

VG/F 

ANS 

26. 

VG 

Harmer,  Rooke,  11/69,  LI  78 

27. 

VG 

Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI  349;  Stack's,  Bareford,  3/84,  LI  25 

28. 

VG 

Northeastern  collector;  Stack's,  Robison,  5/82,  part  of  L96 

29. 

VG 

Pine  Tree,  EAC,  3/76,  L2021 

30. 

G 

Stack's,  balance  Robison,  4/76,  part  of  LI  08 

31. 

Fair 

Stack's,  1 1 /88,  part  of  LI  259 
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There  is  no  doubt  about  Maris  1 8N  being  a rare  coin.  Its  rarity  factor  though  might  be 
questioned  in  light  of  the  number  of  coins  listed  above.  18N  is  known  as  an  R6  (13  to  30 
pcs.);  but  on  the  basis  of  one  coin  above  the  limit  I certainly  am  not  going  to  suggest  a 
change--there  are  too  many  unknown  factors. 

How  many  of  the  eleven  coins  sold  in  the  above  auction  list  are  listed  twice  in  the 
condition  census?--lot  tickets  could  be  lost  or  misplaced  and  grades  changed  to  suit  the 
owners  making  it  difficult  to  identify  coins.  Then  again,  some  coins  on  the  list  may  have  been 
lost  or  destroyed  never  to  be  available  again  to  our  hobby.  This  would  decrease  the  known 
coins. 


On  the  opposite  side,  there  could  be  several  coins  listed  in  old  auction  catalogs,  new 
discoveries  by  dealers  and  / or  those  held  by  collectors  who  have  not  made  known  their 
holdings.  This  would  increase  the  known  coins. 

I say  leave  18N  as  a R6  for  the  time  being--at  least  until  we  have  more  evidence  to 
substantiate  that  the  known  quantity  is  above  30  pieces. 

Do  you  own  an  unlisted  18N?  I would  appreciate  your  giving  me  all  the  relevant 
information  (grade,  auction,  or  dealer  details).  I look  forward  to  your  help  and  advice  for  this 
and  future  Condition  Census  projects. 

Send  facts  to  me  at  946  General  Whiting  Blvd.,  Kure  Beach,  N.C.  28449. 

I pledge  that  any  collector  of  N.  J.  copper  coins  who  sends  me  a list  of  his  holdings 
by  Maris  numbers  will  receive,  if  requested,  a copy  of  my  inventory,  including  St.  Patricks. 
Be  sure  and  advise  if  I can  list  your  name  or  town  on  a Condition  Census  list.  Otherwise,  only 
your  state  will  be  listed. 


COUNTERSTAMPED  LARGE  CENTS  WANTED 

For  my  personal  collection,  which  I have  been  gathering  since  1955,  I desire  to  purchase 
counterstamped  large  cents  of  all  dates,  with  the  names  of  individuals,  merchants,  political 
slogans,  motifs  --  just  about  anything  except  stray  letters  and  numbers.  I would  be  pleased 
to  make  an  offer  for  any  coins  submitted  to  me,  or  I invite  you  to  send  them  on  approval  with 
an  invoice.  I am  not  looking  for  bargains  and  will  pay  any  reasonable  price,  as  they  are  not 
for  resale.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you.  All  correspondence  will  be  answered. 

David  Bowers,  EAC  #204 
c/o  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Box  1224 

Wolfesboro,  NH  03894 
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THE  MOST  DRAMATIC  DIE  FAILURE  OF  NEW  JERSEY  COPPERS;  MARIS  31 -L 

John  Lorenzo 


As  with  early,  middle,  or  late  date  large  cents,  viewing  terminal  die  states 
can  be  an  awesome  as  well  as  an  informative  experience.  U.  S.  colonials  have 
their  fair  share  of  these  occurrences,  too.  In  the  New  Jersey  series,  none  is 
more  dramatic  than  the  die  failure  of  Maris  31-L  (Rahway  mint).  It  has  been 
believed,  up  until  now,  that  this  die  broke  into  at  least  four  fragments.  Dr. 
Edward  Maris,  in  his  1 881  work,  describes  the  die  marriage  of  obverse  31  with 
reverse  L eventually  fragmenting  into  quarters.  Two  contemporary  examples 
are  the  Parson-Frontenac:  150  and  Henry  Garrett:  1350  specimens. 

A new  specimen  of  the  variety  located  by  this  writer,  however,  reveals 
that  the  die  was  not  fragmented  into  four  pieces,  but  probably  into  at  least  six 
pieces. 

The  earliest  signs  of  die  failure  on  Maris  31-L  can  be  seen  on  the  Edward 
Shorthouse  specimen.  The  first  die  crack  starts  from  the  last  E through  the 
horse's  barrel  (Schenkel:  5456,  B & M,  1 1/90,  and  Norweb:  1339).  (This  die 
break  continuing  to  0 in  NOVA  is  not  of  major  consequence,  since  it  does  not 
continue  to  the  rim.) 

The  die  failures  leading  into  the  previously-described  four  fragments  are 
as  follows: 

1 . from  the  rim  at  K-1  2 to  the  center; 

2.  from  the  rim  at  K-2/3  to  the  center, 
diverging  to  E (not  shown  on  this  1 0%  off- 
center  specimen),  to  join  horse's  figure  in 
two  places; 

3.  from  the  rim  at  K-5/6  through  date, 
exergual  line,  to  left  at  plow  handle; 

4.  from  the  rim  at  K-8/9  through  tip  of  right 
plow  handle  to  ornament,  with  a 
neighboring  break  arising  at  the  same 
location,  running  through  the  field  to  join 
mane,  bisecting  barrel,  to  join  the  break  at 
K-1  2. 


These  die  breaks  were  known  to  Maris,  as  previously  noted. 
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The  pictured  specimen  has  two  additional  major  die  breaks,  creating  the  probable  six 
fragments: 

5.  from  the  rim  at  K-1 1 above  A in  NOVA  to  back  of  horse's  head 
behind  the  left  ear;  and, 

6.  a crack  from  the  upper  plow  handle  through  the 
first  seven  in  the  date,  to  the  rim  at  K-6.  The 
lower  half  of  the  seven  is  obliterated  as  part  of 
this  die  failure. 

The  crack  above  NOVA,  which  is  more  easily  seen  on  higher  grade  specimens,  has 
advanced  from  the  bottom  of  the  A in  NOVA  to  the  bottom  of  the  C in  CAESAREA  on  this 
specimen. 

No  other  New  Jersey  known  to  me  can  claim  to  being  shattered  into  six  fragments. 

Has  anyone  seen  another  example  as  late  as  this  31 -L? 


«««««»«»»»»»» 


MAJOR  DIE  STATES  OF  THE  YEAR  1848,  PART  2 

Daniel  Argyro 


N-7 


N-7a 


N-7b 

N-7c 


Obv:  Strong  diagonal  line  up  left  from  left  end  of  base  of  T almost  reaching  R.  No 

lump  on  curl  over  second  8.  (R6) 

Rev:  Point  down  from  right  top  of  N in  CENT.  File  lines  through  NITE  and  leaf 

below. 

Obv:  Lump  on  edge  of  curl  over  left  side  of  second  8. 

Rev:  Same  as  7a 

Obv:  Same  as  7b,  but  rough 

Rev:  Lines  through  NITE  gone. 


N-8 

Die  states  for  N-8  will  be  published  at  a later  date.  I need  to  verify  the  existence  of 
one  of  the  following  coins. 

Rev:  Crack,  Dentils-ME-Dentils,  Dentils-ED-Dentils  over  S. 

Rev:  Crack,  Dentils-ME-Dentils,  Dentils-ST-Dentils  over  AT. 

I would  be  interested  to  hear  from  any  EAC'er  who  has  an  example.  Call  or  write: 
(716)832  - 6118  P.O.  Box  1 463,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 


N-9 

N-9a  Obv:  Point  to  right  from  top  of  hair  just  left  of  inner  bun.  Two  short  points  down  to 

left  from  throat.  Several  dull  lines  down  slightly  to  left  near  dentils  betv«/een  8 
and  star  1 3,  others  up  to  left  from  dentils  to  base  of  second  8.  Lines  up  to  left 
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Rev: 


N-9b 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-9c 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-9d 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-9e 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-9f 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-9g 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-10 

N-lOa 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-lOb 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-IOc 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-IOd 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-lOe 

Obv: 

Rev: 

N-1 1 

N-1  la  Obv: 


Rev: 


from  dentils  above  star  3 points  toward  eye. 

Many  lines  from  dentils  to  TED.  Two  lines  down  to  right  top  of  E in  ONE  from 
leaf  above.  Points  down  from  base  of  E in  ONE.  Right  upright  of  N in  CENT 
doubled  and  has  lumps  on  right  side.  Line  joins  left  base  of  E in  CENT  to  right 
side  of  C.  Line  from  T in  CENT  to  leaf  below. 

Lines  from  dentils  to  second  8 gone.  Lines  between  8 and  star  13  gone. 
Lines  of  state  a gone.  Doubling  on  upright  of  N in  CENT  and  points  down  from 
E in  ONE  clear. 

Lines  from  dentils  above  star  3 faded,  but  visible. 

Crack  from  dentils  over  A through  top  of  M to  left  top  of  E to  dentils  above, 
strongest  over  the  A.  Very  faint  over  the  E. 

Same  as  N-9c 

Rim  break  over  TE.  (R8) 

Same  as  N-9c 

Rim  breaks  ST,  TE.  (R8) 

Same  as  N-9c 

Rim  breaks  D-ST,  TE.  (R7  + ) 

Same  as  N-9c 

Rim  breaks  D-ST,  ATE.  (R7) 


Many  fine  lines  up  to  right  at  different  angles  from  inner  curl  to  main  curl  and 
inner  bun.  Lines  up  to  right  from  top  of  head  and  inner  bun.  Crisscrossed  lines 
in  front  of  neck.  Points  down  to  left  from  nose,  lips,  and  throat.  Strong,  short 
lines  from  nose,  lips,  and  throat. 

Point  to  right  from  base  of  E,  top  of  N,  and  upright  of  T in  CENT.  Point  down 
from  dentils  toward  left  top  of  R in  AMERICA.  Line  parallel  to  top,  from  left  top 
serif  of  T in  UNITED  to  upright.  Lump  left  side  of  O in  ONE. 

Same  as  N-1  Oa 

Line  at  T in  UNITED  gone. 

Lines  fade,  but  are  visible. 

Faint  crack  from  dentils  over  A through  tops  of  MERIC  to  dentils  between  CA. 
Lines  at  ENT  fade,  but  visible. 

Similar  to  N-IOc,  die  crack  on  rim  from  star  5 to  star  7 outlining  the  rim  cud  of 
state  e.  (R7) 

Line  at  dentil  to  R gone.  Sinking  around  legend,  strongest  at  UNITED  STA  and 
ONE. 

Lines  weak  but  visible.  Strong  Rim  Break  star  5 to  star  7.  (Unique,  R8-(-) 
Same  as  N-1  Od 


Many  lines  down  at  different  angles  from  inner  bun  and  main  curl.  Several 
nearly  horizontal  lines  to  right  from  inner  curl.  Many  fine  lines  down  to  right 
over  entire  die.  Fine  lines  up  to  left  from  neck  to  chin.  Lines  from  dentils  into 
field  between  stars  1-2  and  10-12.  Crumbling  around  stars,  LIBERTY  and 
outline  of  Ms.  Liberty. 

Cracked  from  dentils  over  A to  left  top  of  M through  tops  of  MERIC.  Small 
lumps  top  ENT  in  CENT.  Slight  roughness  around  legend. 
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N-1 1b  Obv: 
Rev: 

N-1 1c  Obv: 

Rev: 
N-1  Id  Obv: 
Rev: 
N-1 1e  Obv: 
Rev: 

N-12 

N-1  2a  Obv: 


Rev: 


N-1  2b  Obv: 
Rev: 
N-1  2c  Obv: 
Rev: 


Same  as  1 1 a 

Additional  cracks,  Rim-Dentils-Left  side  of  M to  left  side  of  right  upright,  and 
through  tops  of  ITE  to  rim  over  D. 

Heavy  triangular  point  builds  up  at  base  of  dentils  over  star  1 0 pointing  to  outer 
bun. 

Rim  break  over  ES.  (R7) 

Similar  to  N-1 1c,  lines  fade,  but  ones  down  from  inner  bun  and  main  curl  clear. 
Rim  breaks  over  D-S  and  TE  in  STATES.  (Unique,  R8  + ) 

Triangular  point  gone.  Dot  at  eyeball. 

Rim  breaks  over  D-S,  TE,  ES.  Crack  through  tops  of  ST  missing  top  of  A to 
dentils  over  left  side  of  second  T.  (R6-I-) 


Lines  up  to  right  from  inner  and  lowest  curl.  Fine  point  up  to  left  from  neck. 
Cross  stroke  of  4 just  touches  base  of  4.  Upper  part  of  left  end  of  base  of  4 
has  short  point  to  left.  Point  of  star  1 3 is  cut  off  but  connected  to  curl  by  fine 
line.  Short  lines  from  dentil  below  star  4 points  toward  nose.  Fine  lines  from 
dentils  at  star  1 3,  star  1 , and  between  stars  3 and  4. 

Roughness  between  wreath  and  dentils.  Several  sharp  lines  up  to  left  from 
wreath  to  C in  CENT,  some  joining  leaf  to  C.  Line  inside  top  of  E in  AMERICA 
connects  upright  to  top  serif  of  crossbar.  Several  parallel  lines  through  tops  of 
MERIC  to  dentils.  Line  to  left  from  top  of  E in  STATES.  Lump  on  left  side  of 
E in  CENT.  Fine  scratches  at  various  angles  from  UNIT  to  dentils. 

Points  and  lines  from  neck  gone.  Line  at  star  13  now  a point  from  star. 

Lines  from  dentils  to  top  of  N in  UNITED  added. 

Lines  at  inner  curl  and  star  13  gone. 

Crack  through  tops  of  MER.  Roughness  around  legend,  strongest  at  UNITED. 

(to  be  continued) 


************* 


FUGIO  FILES  UPDATED,  PART  EIGHT 

Michael  McLaughlin 


REVERSE  H 

Regular  Die:  Closed  chain  of  thirteen  links  successively  overlapping  from  the  outside  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction.  Within  links  a raised  circular  band  incused  with  UNITED  on  left 
and  STATES  on  right;  separated  by  two  incused  cinquefoils.  WE  ARE  ONE  in  three  lines 
within  band.  First  E is  high.  O is  low.  N and  last  E touch.  Cinquefoil  slightly  right  of  center 
of  N above. 

DIE  STATES 

H(1)  Lot  672  Pine  Tree  10/75. 

H (2)  Die  break:  Rim  at  190  degrees  into  juncture  of  lines  seven  and  eight. 

Lot  2446  NASCA  4/81. 
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STRIKE  ORDER 


H (1)  - 14  (1) 

H (2)  - 15  (5) 

H (2)  - 18  (4) 

H (2)  - 14  (1) 

- [CLASH] 

- BREAK 

BREAK  - 

H (2)  - 15  (6) 

H (2)  - 18  (5) 

H (2)  - 15  (4) 

- BREAK 

- FAILURE 

- [CLASH] 

H (2)  - 18  (3) 

H (2)  - 16  (3) 

- [CLASH] 

- [CLASH] 

POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

H-14  Rarity  8:  1VG,  IF. 

Weights  (Grains):  173.0. 

H-15  Rarity  5:  IMS,  4XF,  13VF,  3F,  2VG. 

Weights  (Grains):  139.3,  147.3,  146.2. 

H-16  Rarity  5:  1 MS,  3XF,  3VF,  7F,  3VG,  4G. 

Weights  (Grains):  158.7,  163.0,  162.5,  146.2. 

H-18  Rarity  5:  1AU,  14VF,  6 F,  3VG,  7G. 

Weights  (Grains):  148.5,  136.7,  138.7,  166.6,  137.5. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 


H-14 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2439. 

H-15 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2442. 

Pine  Tree 

10/75 

Lot  672. 

Stack's 

12/83 

Lot  419. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3542. 

E.A.N.A. 

10/91 

Lot  263. 

H-16 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2446. 

Kagin's 

10/76 

Lot  1250. 

Stack's 

4/88 

Lot  2044. 

A.B.&M. 

9/88 

11/88 

Lot  3132. 
Lot  3545. 

H-18 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2450. 

Superior 

10/78 

Lot  987. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3551. 

Kingswood  Galleries 

5/90 

Lot  6020. 

COMMENTARY 

H-14 


An  extremely  rare  die  marriage  with  but  two  known. 


FINEST  KNOWN: 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2439 

VG. 

H-15 

FINEST  KNOWN: 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2442 

MS. 

H-16 

FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.#2  Lot  501  MS. 
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H-18 


FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.  FPL,  AU. 


REVERSE  HH 

Regular  Die:  Closed  chain  of  thirteen  links  successively  overlapping  from  the  outside  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction.  Within  links  a raised  circular  band  incused  with  UNITED  on  left 
and  STATES  on  the  right;  separated  by  two  incused  cinquefoils.  WE  ARE  ONE  in  three  lines 
within  band.  First  E higher  than  W.  R closer  to  second  E.  N lower  than  0 and  tilts  left. 
Baseline  of  A points  to  I of  UNITED  in  band. 

DIE  STATES 

HH(1)  Lot  739  Stack's  3/75. 

STRIKE  ORDER 

HH  (1)  - 5 (1) 

POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

HH-5  Rarity  8:  1XF,  1VF. 

Weights  (Grains):  166.5. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 

HH-5  Stack's  3/75  Lot  739. 

4/76  Lot  136. 

COMMENTARY 

An  extremely  rare  variety  and  type. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  Stack's  3/75  Lot  739  XF. 


REVERSE! 


Regular  Die:  Closed  chain  of  thirteen  links  successively  overlapping  from  the  outside  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction.  Within  links  a raised  circular  band  incused  with  UNITED  on  left 
and  STATES  on  the  right;  separated  by  two  incused  cinquefoils.  WE  ARE  ONE  in  three  lines 
within  band.  ARE  closer  to  WE  than  ONE.  Too  serif  of  W points  to  E of  UNITED.  ONE  slants 
sharply  down  to  right.  Last  E touches  band. 

DIE  STATES 


1 (1) 

Lot  6022 

Kingswood  Galleries  5/90. 

1 (2) 

Die  clash: 

With  Obverse  21 . 

Lot  682  Pine  Tree  10/75. 

1 (3) 

Die  clash: 

With  Obverse  21 . 

Lot  2460  NASCA  4/81. 

1 (4) 

Die  clash: 

With  Obverse  17. 

1 (5) 

Die  failure: 

Area  affecting  links  five,  six,  and  seven. 

NEWSLETTER 

Page  1 6. 

COLONIAL 
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STRIKE  ORDER 


I (1)  - 21  (1) 

I (2)  - 21  (2) 
CLASH  - CLASH 


I (3)  - 21  (3) 
CLASH  - CLASH 

I (3)  - 17  (3) 

- [BREAK] 


I (4)  - 17  (4) 
CLASH  - CLASH 

I (5)  - 17  (4) 
FAILURE  - 


POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

1-17  Rarity  8:  IF. 

Weights  (Grains):  144.8. 

1-21  Rarity  4:  2AU,  1XF,  1 5VF,  GF,  SVG,  3G,  1AG. 


Weights  (Grains):  140.3,  162.5,  1 

45.0,  151.3. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 

1-17 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3547. 

1-21 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2460. 

Pine  Tree 

10/75 

Lot  682. 

2/76 

Lot  2188. 

Stack's 

2/75 

Lot  64. 

2/77 

Lot  78. 

Bowers  & Ruddy 

12/77 

Lot  5089. 

10/80 

Lot  1506. 

J.  Lepczyk 

9/83 

Lot  14. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3559. 

Kingswood  Galleries 

5/90 

Lot  6022. 

COMMENTARY 

1-17 


An  extremely  rare  die  variety,  with  but  two  known. 
FINEST  KNOWN:  A.B.&M.  11/88  Lot  3547  VF. 

1-21 


A very  popular  variety  due  to  the  spectacular  die  clashing  on  the  reverse. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  Stack's  2/75  Lot  64  AU. 

REVERSE K 

Regular  Die:  Closed  chain  of  thirteen  links  successively  overlapping  from  the  outside  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction.  Within  the  links  a raised  circular  band  incused  with  STATES  on 
the  left  and  UNITED  on  the  right,  separated  by  two  incused  cinquefoils.  WE  ARE  ONE  in  three 
lines  within  band.  Second  E is  low  and  far  right.  N is  lumpy  due  to  a broken  punch. 

DIE  STATES 

K (1) 

K (2)  Die  break:  Rim  at  270  degrees  to  juncture  of  links  ten  and  eleven. 

K (3)  Die  clash:  With  Obverse  15. 

Lot  2433  NASCA  4/81. 

K (4)  Die  break:  Rim  at  340  degrees  into  outside  of  link  one. 
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STRIKE  ORDER 


K (1)  - 15  (2) 

- (BREAK) 

K (2)  - 15  (2) 
BREAK  - 


K (3)  - 15  (3) 
CLASH  - CLASH 

K (4)  - 15  (3) 
BREAK  - 


POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

K-15  Rarity  7:  3VF,  4F. 

Weights  (Grains):  161.8. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 

K-15  NASCA  4/81  Lot  2443. 


COMMENTARY 


An  extremely  rare  variety,  all  specimens  of  K-15  come  with  upset  reverses. 
FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.  FPL  VF. 


REVERSE  KK 

Regular  Die:  Closed  chain  of  thirteen  links  successively  overlapping  from  the  outside  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction.  Within  links  a raised  circular  band  incused  with  STATES  on  left 
and  UNITED  on  the  right;  separated  by  two  incused  cinquefoils.  WE  ARE  ONE  in  three  lines 
within  band.  First  E does  not  touch  band.  ARE  and  ONE  very  close.  Perfect  N.  Bottom 
cinquefoil  under  middle  of  E. 

DIE  STATES 

KK  (1) 

KK  (2)  Die  break:  Rim  at  140  degrees  opposite  link  six,  semicircular  in  configuration, 
touching  links  seven  and  eight,  then  onward  to  rim  at  200  degrees. 

Lot  2435  NASCA  4/81. 

STRIKE  ORDER 

KK(1)-12(1)  KK(2)-13(1) 

KK(2)-12(1)  KK(2)-13(2) 

BREAK  - - BREAK 

POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

KK-12  Rarity  6:  1XF,  3VF,  4F,  1VG. 

Weights  (Grains):  154.6,159.3. 

KK-13  Rarity  7:  1XF,  1VF. 

Weights  (Grains):  160.2. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 


KK-12 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2428. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3531. 

KK-13 

NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2435. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3540. 
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COMMENTARY 
KK  - 12 

A very  rare  variety. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  NASCA  4/81  Lot  2428  XF. 

KK  - 13 

An  extremely  rare  die  variety. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  NASCA  4/81  Lot  2435  VF. 

REVERSE L 

Regular  Die:  Closed  chain  of  thirteen  links  successively  overlapping  from  the  outside  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction.  Within  links  a raised  circular  band  incused  with  STATES  on  the 
left  and  UNITED  on  the  right,  separated  by  two  incused  cinquefoils.  WE  ARE  ONE  in  three 
lines  within  band.  W and  first  and  third  E's  touch  band.  A spaced  left  of  R.  Cinquefoil  under 
middle  of  E above. 

DIE  STATES 

L(1)  Lot  2409  NASCA  4/81. 

STRIKE  ORDER 

L (1)  - 1 (3) 

POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

L-1  Rarity  6:  4XF,  2VF,  3F,  SVG,  5G. 

Weights  (Grains):  163.9,  132.2,  130.8. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 


NASCA 

4/81 

Lot  2409. 

Stack's 

2/82 

Lot  269. 

12/83 

Lot  411. 

Bowers  & Ruddy 

12/77 

Lot  5085. 

N.E.R.C.A. 

3/77 

Lot  558. 

A.B.&M. 

11/88 

Lot  3514. 

COMMENTARY 


L-1 


A very  rare  die  variety,  known  only  married  to  obverse  1 . 

A single  variety  type. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  N.E.R.C.A.  3/77  Lot  558  XF  - AU. 

REVERSE  LL 

Regular  Die:  Closed  chain  of  thirteen  links  successively  overlapping  from  the  outside  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction.  Within  links  a raised  circular  band  incused  with  STATES  on  the 
left  and  UNITED  on  the  right;  separated  by  two  incused  cinquefoils.  WE  ARE  ONE  in  three 
lines  within  band.  Letter  of  WE  touch  band.  Spacing  of  letters  inside  band  is  uniform.  All 
links  show  doubling,  most  evident  on  links  one,  two,  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  and  thirteen. 
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DIE  STATES 


LL(1)  Page  537  COLONIAL  NEWSLETTER 

STRIKE  ORDER 

LL  (1)  - 12  (1) 

POPULATION  / CENSUS  / WEIGHTS 

LL-12  Rarity  7:  IF,  6VG,  1AG. 

Weights  (Grains):  155.5,159.3. 

SPECIMEN  BANK  (PLATES) 

LL-12  COLONIAL  NEWSLETTER  Page  537. 

COMMENTARY 

LL-12 


This  reverse  was  discovered  in  1974  by  Richard  Picker.  Extremely  difficult  to 
distinguish  from  Reverse  N,  the  doubled  links  are  the  most  obvious  indicators  of  this  variety. 
Unfortunately  all  known  specimens  are  in  low  grades  and  the  doubled  links  are  frequently  very 
weak.  The  doubling  on  the  links  is  caused  by  double  hubbing  of  the  die.  For  some  time  this 
die  was  known  as  Reverse  NN. 

FINEST  KNOWN:  E.A.N.  FPL  VG. 


(to  be  continued) 


LATE*DATE  CENT* UPDATE 

Bob  Grellman 


Three  previously  unreported  rim  break;  die  states  have  been  confirmed 
since  my  last  update  on  this  subject. 

46N12  An  intermediate  state  exists  with  rim  cuds  extending  from 
star  2.5  to  star  3.3  and  another  from  star  4 to  star  5.  This  is 
an  intermediate  state  between  pieces  with  only  the  star  4 to  star 
5 cud  and  those  with  the  star  2.5  to  star  5 breaJc.  This  maJces  7 
distinct  rim  cud  die  states  for  the  variety. 

47N7  A later  die  state  exists  with  the  rim  cud  below  18 
extending  to  below  the  right  side  of  the  4.  Two  examples  are 
Icnown.  In  this  state,  there  are  rim  cuds  at  stars  2-3,  11-12, 
and  from  star  1 to  below  184. 

52N6  Two  pieces  are  Icnown  with  a strong  rim  cud  from  just  below 
star  10  down  to  star  11.  This  cud  break  represents  the  upper 
half  of  the  common  rim  cud  of ter  seen  on  this  variety. 

Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  of  the  above  die  states,  or 
anything  else  that  may  represent  a new  die  state  or  die  variety  among 
the  late  date  cents.  My  address  and  phone  number  are  in  "Swaps  and 
Sales."  Thanks. 
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SOUTH  CENTRAL  REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 

Bob  Metzger 

Region  6 EAC  Chairman  Bob  Metzger  and  Secretary  Chris  Victor- 
McCawley  conducted  a regional  EAC  meeting  in  conjunction  with  the 
Texas  Numismatic  Association's  35th  Convention  in  Fort  Worth.  The 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Tarrant  County  Convention  Center,  on 
Saturday,  May  8 at  3:00  p.m.  Members  and  guests  in  attendance 
included: 

Chellee  Magnusson 
Ben  Melot 
Amy  Melot 
Rayanne  Melot 
Norma  Mather 
Hal  Chesner 
Ron  Blaha 
Randy  Bond 
Bob  Metzger 

After  the  traditional  round  of  introductions,  one  of  the  guests 
suggested  that  EAC  membership  applications  be  made  available  at 
the  larger  local  and  regional  coin  shows  such  as  TNA.  No 
significant  or  unusual  finds  were  reported  at  the  show,  but  the 
large  number  of  guests  present  at  the  meeting  indicated  that  there 
is  a lot  of  enthusiasm  for  coppers  out  there. 

Bob  Metzger  presented  a program  tracing  the  public  sales  of  a 
particular  S-35,  from  the  Arthur  Sargent  sale  of  June  20,  1913, 

through  the  Superior  Galleries  Sale  of  the  Tom  Morley  collection 
in  May  of  1992.  He  displayed  copies  of  both  of  these  sale 
catalogs,  along  with  the  catalogs  of  each  of  the  intervening  six 
public  offerings:  1935,  John  Borcky;  1952,  ANA  (Homer  K.  Downing); 
1961,  Edward  Schwartz;  1973,  R.E.  Natfzger;  1975,  Tom  Morley;  and 
1986,  Robbie  Brown.  Descriptions,  plates  (where  included) , grade 
and  selling  price  were  examined  for  each  of  the  8 sales,  and  a 

31/2"  color  photo  of  the  coin,  taken  by  Bill  Noyes  in  1992,  was 
also  passed  around.  Chris  Victor-McCawley  added  his  irtpressions  of 
the  coin,  which  he  has  handled  in  private  transactions,  adding 
that  he  most  recently  had  the  coin  in  his  possession  two  weeks 
earlier  at  the  EAC  Convention  in  Grav^vine.  Of  particular  interest 
to  attendees  were  the  variations  in  grading  over  the  years 
(ranging  from  a low  of  VG8  to  a high  of  VF25)  , the  differences  in 
the  various  cataloguers'  presentation  styles,  and  the  appreciation 
in  value  of  the  coin  from  $15  in  1913  to  $1760  in  1992. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a promise  to  try  to  arrange  more 
regional  meetings  in  conjunction  with  major  shows. 


Frank  Hezmall 
Cheryl  Melot 
Joe  Melot 
Helen  Snider 
Barbara  Edwards 
Stephen  Law 
Hal  Cherry 

Chris  Victor-McCawley 


*«*»**«««««»« 
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NORTH  CENTRAL  REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 

Joe  Tomasko,  Jr. 


On  Saturday,  May  22,  1993  an  EAC  meeting  was  held  in  the  Olympic  Room  of  the 
Hyatt-Regency  Hotel  of  Rosemont,  Illinois.  The  meeting  was  part  of  the  Central  States 
Numismatic  Convention.  Because  of  a late  request  on  my  part,  the  meeting  was  not  printed 
in  the  C.S.N.S.  events  program.  It  was,  however,  announced  at  the  show,  was  displayed  on 
the  events  monitor,  and  notices  were  placed  at  the  tables  of  two  copper  specialty  dealers. 
Rod  Widok  and  Tom  Reynolds. 

The  following  members  and  guests  were  present  at  the  meeting: 


March  Wells  began  the  introduction  and  stated  that  we  intend  to  have  more  regional 
meetings  and  advanced  notices  of  them.  A special  thanks  to  Tom  Reynolds  and  John  Wright 
for  agreeing  to  be  our  special  speakers. 

Tom  Reynolds  began  by  providing  several  anecdotes  on  how  he  became  a coin 
collector  and  dealer.  His  start  in  copper  collecting  is  credited  to  a visit  with  Aubrey  Bebee  in 
1 965,  where  he  purchased  a 1 798  Large  Cent  marked  as  "MS-70."  The  piece  actually  turned 
out  to  be  an  AU-50,  S-152,  second  finest  for  the  variety.  (Tom  still  has  this  coin;  I've  seen 
it,  and  I know  why  mine  can't  beat  his!)  In  1 980  he  tried  his  hand  as  a dealer  in  a local  mall 
show.  Having  had  sales  of  about  $250  in  this  first  weekend  show  provided  him  incentive  to 
continue.  He  did  shows  in  Omaha,  Des  Moines,  and  the  Kansas  City  areas.  His  first  price  list 
went  out  in  1981  with  approximately  40  - 50  names  included  in  the  mailing.  His  present 
mailing  list  consists  of  somewhere  between  500  and  600  people. 

November  of  1986  found  him  making  a decision  that  few  people  may  have  had  the 
courage  to  undertake.  He  left  the  security  of  a position  at  an  insurance  company  for  the 
uncertainties  of  becoming  a full  time  coin  dealer.  Tom  said  he  is  definitely  not  sorry  for  his 
choice  and  has  no  regrets.  To  take  a hobby  and  turn  it  into  one's  livelihood  takes  a very 
disciplined  and  determined  individual. 

On  the  business  end  of  dealership,  he  does  mainly  shows  and  mail  orders,  with  limited 
wholesale  business.  An  average  of  9%  for  overhead  is  needed  to  clear  a profit.  This 
overhead  has  to  include  taxes  and  Social  Security.  As  a dealer,  what  he  may  expect  to  pay 
for  coins  averages  from  around  40  - 50%  of  list  prices  for  lower  grade  material,  to  75%  for 
middle-of-the-road  coins,  and  a bit  more  for  better  pieces.  He  needs  10%  for  coins  that  are 
consigned,  1 % of  this  considered  as  a 'favor'  factor.  To  make  a good  living,  a large  volume 
of  business  is  necessary.  His  three  main  sources  of  coins  are  other  dealers,  auctions,  and 
collectors. 

Some  dealer  problem  areas  include  security,  with  the  comings  and  goings  involved  in 
traveling  to  the  shows  and  the  use  of  various  hotels.  Theft  is  always  a concern.  Tom  stated 
that  he's  had  no  problems  with  missing  coppers  in  his  dealings  with  EAC  members.  He  says 
this  is  a tribute  to  the  level  of  quality  of  the  people  who  collect  copper.  Lack  of  a steady 


March  Wells 
Rod  Widok 
John  Wright 


Carl  Rekow 
Tom  Reynolds 
Mabel  Ann  Wright 
Robert  Tomasko 


Don  Valenziano,  Jr 
Donald  Srbeny 
Bob  Matthews 
Joe  Tomasko,  Jr. 


Bruce  Stowe 


Kermit  Wasmer 
Chris  McCawley 


-345- 


XXVII  / 158 


income  becomes  another  area  of  difficulty  in  this  business.  Traveling  takes  away  from  time 
at  home.  A full  time  dealer  is  not  involved  in  a routine  9:00  - 5:00  job,  thus  leaving  little  time 
for  family  and  personal  life.  Tom  said  it  often  seems  as  if  he  sees  coin  dealers  more  than  he 
does  certain  family  members! 

Numerous  phone  calls  can  sometimes  be  an  obstacle  and  expense.  You  need  to  obtain 
a 'feel'  for  the  integrity  of  the  person  you're  talking  to,  especially  when  the  individual  is 
unknown  to  you.  Answering  questions  about  a coin's  value  sight  unseen  is  difficult,  and 
saying  how  much  a various  set  of  coppers  may  cost  to  assemble  can't  readily  be  answered. 
Tom  does  try  to  help  or  direct  his  phone  contacts. 

To  avoid  mailing  errors,  it's  best  to  establish  a mailing  policy  and  state  said  policy! 
Example:  Tom  pays  for  return  postage,  but  not  on  coins  sent  on  approval.  Use  of  Registered- 
Insured  mail  is  best,  and  be  careful  not  to  underinsure  because  a loss  will  result  in  less  value 
for  you.  The  government  may  require  some  documentation  as  proof  of  value  for  more 
expensive  items  sent  out.  Be  alert  for  coin  switching  or  cleaning  on  items  returned  by  mail. 

Finally,  Tom  fielded  a few  questions  and  received  a nice  round  of  applause  for  a fine 
presentation.  (Next  chance  you  get,  stop  by  Tom's  table  and  have  him  tell  you  the  story  of 
a gentleman  from  New  Jersey  named  George.)  Tom  had  to  leave  to  tend  his  table,  thus 
adding  yet  another  'problem'  area  to  his  list,  i.e.,  can't  be  in  two  places  at  one  time!!! 

Our  second  guest  speaker,  John  Wright,  provided  us  with  an  outline  for  record  keeping 
on  our  coins.  How  much  information  should  a dealer  provide  or  what  is  a dealer's  obligation? 
(Tom,  come  back!)  Record  keeping  can  provide  us  with  a more  accurate  population  count. 
Condition  Census  information,  and  previous  owners  or  pedigrees  are  established.  To  prove 
or  certify  this  information  you  need  to  have  the  specimens  identified.  Specimen  Identification 
should  include:  1)  Written  notes,  2)  Image  Preservation  (photos),  3)  Foil  Pressings. 

Photos  will  aid  in  the  grading  of  specimens  and  comparisons  can  be  made  to  determine 
a better  coin.  The  credibility  of  a listing  is  established  by  the  use  of  specimen  identification. 
Duplication  of  specimens  can  be  prevented.  You  can  determine  the  actual  population  count 
of  different  coins  and  more  accurately  state  rarities.  When  working  toward  specimen 
identification,  use  several  sources  for  information  because  some  sources  may  have  done 
'sloppy'  work. 

With  a more  sophisticated  customer  base,  pressure  is  being  put  upon  the  auction  firms 
to  be  accurate  in  pedigree  listings,  coin  descriptions,  and  rarity  information.  In  specimen 
identification,  how  much  of  a pedigree  should  be  included  and  who  is  responsible  for  its 
listing?  Two  items  for  inclusion  in  this  pedigree  list  that  most  people  agree  upon  are  the 
Auction  Company  & Lot  #.  This  is  a legitimate  pedigree  since  it  becomes  a matter  for  public 
record.  Secondly,  the  Collections  that  are  known  to  other  collectors  over  a period  of  time. 

Points  of  contention  that  people  dispute  for  pedigree  inclusion  are  several.  1 . Should 
the  dealer,  whose  hands  the  piece  has  passed  through,  be  included?  2.  What  if  the  dealer 
collected  it?  If  the  dealer  had  anything  in  the  coin  himself,  then  shouldn't  he  be  listed? 

3.  If  a dealer  had  the  coin  on  consignment,  we  would  say  NO  for  inclusion.  4.  When  a 
dealer  has  had  any  'control'  over  a coin,  do  we  list  it?  5.  Does  the  pedigree  begin  with  the 
dealer?  6.  Should  the  person  who  has  identified  the  coin's  history  as  being  something 
different  begin  a pedigree? 
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Sometimes  a pedigree  is  ignored  in  order  to  change  the  grade  on  a coin.  This  grade 
escalation  only  serves  as  an  attempt  to  obtain  more  money  in  an  auction.  John  summarized 
by  saying  that  the  persons'  names  used  in  pedigrees  become  a list  of  references  for  a 
particular  coin.  Thank  you,  John,  for  leaving  us  with  some  valuable  research  advice  that 
should  greatly  assist  us  as  we  trace  the  history  of  our  coins.  As  for  how  much  information 
should  be  recorded  on  our  coins,  this  will  probably  be  left  up  to  the  individual  collector. 

Finally,  a Thank  You  goes  out  to  Kevin  Foley  who  was  so  helpful  in  obtaining  the 
meeting  room  for  us,  especially  given  the  short  notification. 


***«»««#»*««* 


NORTH  CENTRAL  REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 

Joe  Tomasko,  Jr. 


An  E.A.C.  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Indiana  State  Show  on  June  19,  1993  in  the 
Indianapolis  Convention  Center.  The  turnout  was  rather  excellent  as  the  following  members 
and  guests  signed  our  roster: 


Don  Valenziano,  Jr. 
Rod  Widok 
Jim  Corrado 
Ray  Rouse 
Robert  Matthews 
David  Hodapp 
March  Wells 


Maurice  Shepherd 
Joan  Widok 
Tom  Reynolds 
Mabel  Ann  Wright 
Ruth  Coffman 
John  Sundt 
Dwight  Hostettler 


Ken  Mote 
Wally  Gilligan 
Gene  Braig 
John  Wright 
Shaun  Coffman 
Michael  Schmidt 
Joe  Tomasko,  Jr. 


Chairman  March  Wells  began  the  meeting  with  the  traditional  round  of  introductions. 
He  stated  the  need  to  have  more  meetings  in  our  region.  March  asked  for  volunteers  to  hold 
meetings  in  the  other  areas  of  our  region,  and  submit  reports  on  them.  Our  area  is  rather 
large  and  we  cannot  attend  all  of  the  shows.  Having  advanced  notices  of  the  events  usually 
promotes  attendance.  March  also  suggested  that  requests  be  made  regarding  subject  matter 
for  future  topics  at  the  meetings.  What  would  you  like  to  hear? 

Once  again,  John  Wright  and  Tom  Reynolds  kindly  agreed  to  provide  presentations. 

John  Wright  provided  some  insights  on  his  personal  recollections  of  Walter  Breen.  It 
was  Mabel  Ann  who  had  pointed  Walter  out  to  John  at  a show  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  in  1961 . 
Walter  had  been  considered  legendary  even  back  then.  Walter  Breen  was  collecting  Half 
Cents  at  this  time.  Walter  was  known  to  have  an  almost  photographic  memory.  To  illustrate 
this,  John  used  the  story  of  one  of  his  coins.  John  had  been  looking  to  obtain  a 1 793  Liberty 
Cap  Cent  back  in  1961.  He  found  two  things:  one,  the  coin  he  wanted;  two,  he  found  he 
had  only  $200  to  spend  on  a $2,000  coin!  John  said  he  gathered  his  10  year  accumulation- 
collection  of  other  U.S.  coins  in  an  attempt  to  trade  for  this  S-14.  He  worked  the  deal  and 
secured  the  prize.  John  had  asked  Walter  to  look  at  and  comment  on  it.  Breen  said  the  coin 
was  good  but  it  had  been  expertly  plugged,  and  that  it  came  from  the  Will  W.  Neil  Collection 
of  Abilene,  Kansas,  a B.  Max  Mehl  sale  in  1 947  (Lot  #1811,  p.  107).  Walter  told  John  he 
was  the  reason  the  coin  had  been  pulled  from  this  sale  because  he  told  them  it  had  the  plug. 
So,  from  1947  to  1961,  Walter  had  remembered  this  coin.  The  friendship  had  begun. 
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John  continued  with  a few  other  short  accounts.  He  gave  some  comparisons  between 
the  Half  Cent  books  of  Walter  Breen  and  Roger  Cohen.  John  answered  some  questions  and 
suggested  reading  P-W  1993,  p.  251. 

Tom  Reynolds  had  agreed  to  repeat  the  talk  he  gave  at  the  Central  States  E.A.C. 
meeting.  (See  my  report  in  this  issue.)  Once  again,  Tom  did  an  outstanding  job,  held 
everyone's  attention  and,  despite  being  hungry,  stayed  to  field  several  questions!  The  one 
aspect  of  his  speech  that  bears  repeating,  Tom  reiterated  the  fact  that  he  has  never  had  a 
problem  in  his  dealings  with  EAC  members,  and  attributes  this  to  the  honesty  and  integrity 
of  the  copper  collecting  community.  He  said  information  is  shared  openly,  and  those  in  our 
fraternity  try  to  support  each  other  in  our  work  and  trade.  I think  he  makes  some  excellent 
points:  let's  all  try  to  maintain  this. 

Thanks  again,  Tom  Reynolds,  John  Wright,  and  all  who  attended!!! 


«*«««#«»*««#» 


REGIONAL  MEETING  NOTICE:  NEW  ENGLAND 

There  will  be  a meeting  of  New  England  and  surrounding  area  members  at  the  home 
of  Joel  Spingarn  in  Georgetown,  Connecticut,  on  Saturday,  October  16,  1993  at  10  AM. 
Joel's  home  is  located  exactly  two  miles  north  of  the  intersection  of  routes  7 and  1 07  where 
it  meets  Beeholm  Road,  the  first  house  on  the  right,  #39  Beeholm  Road.  Phone  # is  (203) 
544  - 8194.  Members  attending  are  requested  to  bring  coins  for  Show  and  tell.  Swaps  and 
Sales.  Lunch  will  be  served. 


************* 


'94  HALF  CENT  HAPPENING  HALF  CENTS 

Mike  Packard 


The  half  cents  selected  for  the  1994  Half  Cent  Happening  are: 


1794  C-5a  (B-3b) 
C-5b  (B-3a) 
C-8  (B-8) 

C-9  (B-9 


1804  C-2  (B-3) 

C-5  (B-4a) 


1809  C-3 
C-5 


(B-4) 

(B-5) 


As  always,  we  have  some  tough-to-find  varieties  and  some  very  common  ones.  If  you 
have  any  of  these  varieties,  plan  on  bringing  them  to  the  Happening.  If  you  do  not  yet  have 
them,  this  gives  you  a target  of  what  to  look  for  in  the  next  six  to  seven  months.  Good 
hunting,  and  I hope  to  see  you  all  in  Las  Vegas  next  April. 


************* 
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SUMMARY  INTERIM  REPORT  OF  THE  EAC  SALE  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE 


The  EAC  Sale  Oversight  Committee  (SOC)  was  formed  in  April,  1993  to  advise 
the  Board  of  Governors  with  respect  to  the  future  organization  of  The  EAC  Sale.  The 
SOC  solicited  comments  and  advice  from  EAC  members  through  an  announcement  in 
Penny-Wise,  through  direct  mail  letters  to  most  EAC  members  attending  any  national 
convention  in  the  1991-1993  period  and  through  personal  communications.  Athorough 
summary  of  the  SOC’s  activities  will  be  included  in  Final  Report  of  the  SOC. 

The  purpose  of  this  Summary  Interim  Report  is  to  advise  the  membership  of  our 
recommendations  made  to  date  to  the  Board  of  Governors,  as  follows: 

1.  EAC  should  continue  to  provide  for  a "Sale”  at  the  annual  convention. 

2.  The  EAC  Sale  should  be  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  EAC  members  by 
EAC  members  on  a volunteer  basis. 

3.  EAC  should  appoint  Thomas  Reynolds  to  the  position  of  EAC  Sale 
cataloguer/consignor  liaison,  and  as  a member  of  the  EAC  Sale  Committee. 

The  SOC  was  very  pleased  to  have  received  two  highly  responsible  proposals, 
from  experienced  and  qualified  EAC  members.  After  discussions  between  the  SOC  and 
the  proponents,  the  SOC,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  proponents,  decided  to  make  the 
recommendations  set  forth  above.  These  recommendations  were  made  just  as  the 
September  Penny-Wise  was  going  to  press.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  second  proponent, 
along  with  other  EAC  members,  will  assist  in  the  conduct  of  the  EAC  Sale  or  serve  on 
the  EAC  Sale  Committee.  A Summary  Final  Report  will  appear  in  the  November  Penny- 
Wise.  Comments  and  suggestions  are  welcome. 

The  EAC  Sale  Oversight  Committee  is  comprised  of:  Stu  Hodge,  Jim  Holtz,  Denis 
Loring,  Jeffrey  Oliphant  and  Wes  Rasmussen. 


INTRODUCTION  OF  NEW  EAC  SALE  CATALOGUER/CONSIGNOR  LIAISON 

TOM  REYNOLDS 

I consider  it  an  honor  to  have  been  selected  as  the  cataloguer  for  the  annual  EAC 
Sale.  I have  been  a member  of  Early  American  Coppers  since  1970  and  have  collected 
colonials,  half  cents  and  large  cents  since  1965.  I became  a part  time  early  copper 
dealer  in  January,  1980  and  a full  time  dealer  in  November,  1986.  It  is  my  goal  to  make 
the  EAC  Sale  a 500  lot  sale  of  quality  coins,  but  to  do  that,  I need  your  help.  Please 
give  serious  consideration  to  disposing  of  your  high  grade,  choice  and/or  rare  early 
copper  coins  through  the  EAC  Sale.  Commission  rates  to  the  seller  are  very  favorable, 
especially  since  the  buyer  pays  no  "buyer’s"  fee",  thus  producing  a higher  hammer 
price.  The  Sale  is  also  well  attended  with  200-1-  members  at  the  convention.  The 
consignment  deadline  is  January  31,  1994  and  coins  may  be  shipped  directly  to  me  or 
brought  to  any  coin  show  that  I am  in  attendance.  Call  me  if  you  wish  to  discuss  a 
consignment.  See  the  Call  For  Consignments  information  for  my  address  and  phone 
number. 
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EAC  Sale 

4 A O a O • 


CfiLL  FOR  CONSIGNMENTS 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


The  Sale  Committee  is  soliciting  consignments  for  the  1994  EAC  Sale  to  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  annual  Early  American  Coppers  Convention.  The  Convention  will 
be  held  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 


The  Early  American  Coppers  Convention  is  devoted  exclusively  to  early  U.S.  copper 
coins;  EACs  members  are  the  most  active  and  interested  in  this  field.  Your  early  U.S. 
copper  coins  will  thus  receive  full  exposure  to  serious  copper  collectors  and  dealers. 

The  Sale  will  be  limited  to  approximately  450 
to  500  lots.  It  is  the  Committee’s  goal  that 
the  Sale  be  composed  of:  (see  upper  right  inset) 

In  past  years,  choice,  scarce  and  rare  coins 
have  brought  very  strong  prizes.  The  1994 
Sale  should  continue  this  tradition.  Better 
coins  and  consignments  are  requested.  Large  cents  should  have  a minimum  value  of 
$100  per  coin.  Coins  other  than  Large  Cents  will  be  accepted  regardless  of  value,  to 
the  extent  explained  in  the  report  of  the  EAC  Sale  Committee  (September,  1991  issue 
of  Penny-Wise). 

Commissions  are  charged  to  defray  the  costs 
of  the  EAC  Convention,  and  are  on  a sliding 
scale  based  upon  convention  costs  and  the 
total  Sale  gross  receipts.  Commission  rates 
will  be:  (see  inset  directly  right) 

There  are  no  buyer's  fees  in  EfiC  sales! 


Gross  Receipts 

Commission  Rote 

$000,001  - $150,000 

8.0% 

$150,001  - $250,000 

6.0% 

$250,001  - $300,000 

5.0% 

$300,001  - $400,000 

4.0% 

$400,001  - $500,000 

3.5% 

$500,001  and  up  . . . 

3.0% 

TYPE  LOTS 

HALF  CENTS 30-100 

LARGE  CENTS 350-400 

COLONIALS 15-20 

HARD  TIMES  TOKENS  ...  15-20 
LITERATURE 10-15 


CONSIGNMENT  DEADLINE  O JANUARY  31,  1994 


Rll  coins  should  be  sent  via  REGISTERED  MRIL,  RETURN  RECEIPT  REQUESTED. 
Consignments  may  be  hand-delivered  to  Tom  at  major  coin  shows. 

Coin  consignments  will  be  acknowledged  within  45  days  of  receipt. 

Feel  free  to  contact  Tom  Reynolds  in  advance  to  discuss  your  coins,  and  to 
review  the  advantages  to  you  and  to  the  Club  of  consigning  to  the  ERC  Sale. 


CONTACT 


Thomas  Reynolds 
Post  Office  Box  24529 
Omaha,  Nebraska  68124 

(402)  895-3065 
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IT  IS  TIME  TO  BEGIN  AN  ORAL  HISTORY  OF  EAC 

Mike  Packard 


EAC  has  celebrated  its  25’*'  anniversary  and  is  well  established  as  a major  numismatic 
organization.  Many  of  the  leadership  positions,  the  national  and  regional  officers,  are  no 
longer  held  by  founding  members  of  the  club  but  have  been  passed  down  to  second  and  third 
generation  members.  Too  many  of  the  original  members  have  died,  and  many  more  now 
maintain  only  marginal  contact  with  the  club  they  put  so  much  effort  into  creating. 

In  just  the  first  six  months  of  1993,  five  "significant"  members  of  our  fraternity  have 
passed  away.  Doc  Lapp  was  the  original  editor  of  Penny-Wise  and  probably  was  as 
responsible  as  any  other  one  person  for  ensuring  that  EAC  developed  into  a club  that  was 
strong  on  the  ideals  of  research,  education,  and  sharing  of  knowledge.  Walter  Breen  was  a 
numismatic  researcher  second  to  none  in  the  breadth  of  his  knowledge  and  writing.  Milt 
Pfeffer  was  our  legal  counsel  and  also  published  a series  on  die  states  of  half  cents  back  in 
the  1970s.  George  Ewing  was  a specialist  on  the  cents  of  1794  and  conducted  several 
projects  on  U.  S.  large  Cents  for  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Carvin  Goodridge  was 
a longtime  student  of  cents  and  half  cents  and,  while  he  published  very  little  his  knowledge 
in  these  series  was  broad  and  he  was  always  willing  to  share  the  finer  points  on  die  varieties 
or  die  states  with  anyone  who  asked. 

These  five  people  have  gone  and  a lot  of  knowledge  of  early  American  coppers  and 
EAC  has  gone  with  them.  Certainly  a large  portion  of  their  knowledge  is  shared  by  others  still 
living,  but  some  was  unique  to  them  and  is  lost,  perhaps  forever.  I would  like  to  minimize 
such  losses  in  the  future  and  I believe  this  should  be  a goal  for  EAC  as  a body. 

I would,  therefore,  like  to  propose  that  the  members  of  EAC  conduct,  on  an  ongoing 
basis,  an  oral  history  project.  For  the  most  part,  the  project  can  be  informal  with  members 
interviewing  each  other.  For  some  members,  the  EAC  officers  may  want  to  formalize  the 
project  to  ensure  that  certain  members  are  interviewed  at  length  and  in  depth  about  specific 
as  well  as  general  matters.  I think  some  candidates  for  such  "special"  interviewing 
consideration  because  of  their  knowledge  of  early  American  copper  and  / or  EAC  history 
include  (but  certainly  are  not  limited  to)  Herb  Silberman,  C.  Douglas  Smith,  Jules  Reiver,  John 
Adams,  and  Del  Bland.  I would  hope  that  all  interviews  be  record  on  audio  or  (preferably) 
video  tape,  and  that  a summary  of  some  of  the  highlights  be  written  up  for  inclusion  in  Penny- 
Wise:  copies  of  the  tapes  should  also  be  sent  to  the  EAC  Librarian  and  Historian  for 
preservation. 

What  kind  of  information  should  be  gathered?  The  list  is  quite  broad: 

Some  should  be  basic:  The  date,  place,  who  is  being  interviewed,  who  is  conducting  the 
interview,  and  who  else  is  in  attendance. 

Some  should  be  biographical:  How  old  are  you?  What  do  (did)  you  do  for  a living?  How  long 
have  you  been  collecting?  What  got  you  interested  in  coins?  How  long  have  you  been 
collecting  early  American  copper?  What  got  you  interested  in  this  series?  What  areas  or 
.series  do  you  specialize  in?  What  turned  you  on  to  this  particular  series?  How  long  have  you 
been  a member  of  EAC?  How  did  you  hear  about  EAC?  Have  you  had  any  significant  / 
exciting  / interesting  non-early  American  copper  experiences  you  would  like  to  share?  (Hey, 
some  of  us  have  done  some  very  interesting  things  that  are  not  related  to  numismatics!) 
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Some  should  relate  to  EAC:  Did  you  collect  early  American  coppers  before  EAC  was  formed 
in  1967?  What  was  it  like?  What  sort  of  information  was  available?  How  reliable  was  it? 
What  stories  can  you  tell  us  about  the  early  years  of  EAC?  Tell  us  about  the  early 
conventions  and  auctions.  Do  you  regularly  attend  regional  meetings  and  the  national 
convention?  If  so,  what  do  you  like  about  them,  what  do  you  dislike,  what  would  you  like  to 
see  changed  and  why?  If  not,  why  not?  What  can  we  do  to  interest  you  in  attending?  What 
do  you  like  about  Penny-Wise,  what  do  you  dislike,  what  would  you  change,  what  would  you 
like  to  see  more  of? 

Some  should  relate  to  auctions:  Have  you  ever  been  involved  with  the  selling  side  of 

auctions?  Have  you  ever  catalogued  an  auction?  Tell  us  about  it  (them).  Which  were  the 
most  interesting  auctions  of  early  American  copper  that  you  have  attended  / participated  in 
/ been  involved  with?  What  can  you  tell  us  about  some  early  copper  auctions  that  we  may 

not  have  heard?  What  can  you  tell  us  about  the  sale  of  the (Newcomb, 

Anderson-Dupont,  Naftzger,  TAD,  Ruby,  Pearl,  Garrett,  Norweb,  Starr,  Brown,  Robinson, 
Cohen,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,)  coppers?  Do  you  have  any  interesting  stories  about  bidding  wars  for 
particular  lots?  What  cherries  were  you  able  to  pluck  from  famous  or  not  so  famous  sales? 

Some  should  relate  to  people:  Did  you  know  and  / or  communicate  with  any  of  the  "old 
time"  great  collectors  and  dealers?  Tell  us  about  them.  Did  they  share  any  stories  with  you 
that  you  can  share  with  us?  Do  you  have  any  more  stories  you  can  share?  Did  you  know 

(Dr.  Sheldon,  Howard  Newcomb,  Dorothy  Paschal,  Charles  Ruby,  Oscar 

Pearl,  Max  Mehl,  Abe  Koskoff,  Lester  Merkin,  Les  Heilbronner,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,)?  What 
was  he  / she  like?  What  stories  can  you  tell  us  about  him  / her? 

Some  should  relate  to  discoveries  and  research:  Have  you  been  fortunate  enough  to  discover 
any  new  varieties  or  die  states  of  early  American  copper  (or  other  series  of  coins)?  Tell  us 
about  it  (them).  Do  you  know  the  story  of  any  new  variety  find  by  another  collector?  Will 
you  relate  that  to  us?  Have  you  cherry  picked  any  great  rarities?  Have  you  done  any  research 
into  early  American  coppers  (or  other  series,  or  the  mint,  or  the  minting  and  distribution 
processes  of  early  coins)?  What  have  you  found?  What  are  the  biggest  or  most  important 
questions  about  early  coppers  that  remain  to  be  answered?  What  would  you  like  to  see 
published  in  Penny-Wise  in  the  next  2 - 3 years? 

Some  should  relate  to  the  coins  the  interviewee  has  owned  / handled  / seen:  What  were 
some  of  the  more  important  coins  you  have  owned?  Tell  us  the  story  of  how  you  acquired 
it  (them)  and  how  you  disposed  of  it  (them),  if  you  no  longer  have  it  (them).  What  were  some 
of  your  favorite  coins  not  included  above?  Why  were  they  important  to  you  (pedigree, 
variety,  die  state,  undertype,  error,  copper  quality,  rarity,  color,  who  did  not  get  it,  etc.)?  Tell 
us  about  some  of  the  great  coins  / collections  you  have  seen  but  not  owned.  Did  any 
collector  have  a unique  / particularly  good  / particularly  bad  method  of  storing  coins  that  you 
would  like  to  tell  us  about?  What  are  your  opinions  on  cleaning,  brushing,  CARE-ing,  and 
storing  coins? 

Obviously  this  list  of  potential  questions  and  subjects  that  can  be  discussed  is  long, 
and  still  it  is  not  exhaustive.  But  I think  much  of  what  we  have  done,  thought,  learned,  and 
aspire  to  is  of  interest  to  current  and  future  EAC  members.  The  beauty  of  this  project  is  that 
it  does  not  need  to  be  directed  by  the  leadership  of  EAC.  Individual  members  can  undertake 
it  by  calling  another  member,  arranging  a meeting,  grabbing,  if  available,  a tape  recorder  or 
video  camera  and  some  blank  tapes,  and  sitting  for  a period  discussing  areas  of  mutual 
interest.  If  you  don't  have  time  to  cover  everything  in  one  sitting,  arrange  to  meet  again. 
Interview  can  take  place  anywhere  that  is  convenient  to  the  parties  involved-at  EAC  meetings 
(a  perfect  place),  at  someone's  home,  at  a restaurant,  wherever. 
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An  oral  history  is  a project  we  can  each  participate  in  as  interviewer,  interviewee,  or, 
preferably,  both.  It  will  allow  us  each  to  give  something  more  valuable  than  dues  money  back 
to  this  club  that  has  given  us  so  much  enjoyment.  We  each  have  stories  to  tell,  some  unique 
and  some  from  a unique  perspective.  The  membership  will  benefit  from  our  insights  and 
perspectives.  I,  for  one,  wish  I had  asked  Doc  Lapp,  Garvin,  Walter,  George,  and  Milt  what 
early  coppers  tales  they  had  to  tell  and  that  I had  recorded  them  for  all  of  us  to  share.  Now 
it  is  too  late. 


**«*««*««***« 


OBITUARIES 

Charles  E.  Funk.  EAC  H59 

With  sadness,  we  note  the  passing  of  Charles  E.  Funk,  Jr.,  age  79,  of  East  Granby, 
Connecticut,  former  State  Librarian,  who  died  7-9-93.  He  had  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Library  in  1 965  as  supervisor  of  the  department  of  planning,  evaluation  and 
research.  He  was  appointed  State  Librarian  in  1975,  the  first  person  ever  appointed  to  the 
position.  He  resigned  in  1979  to  protest  budget  cuts  that  affected  library  services.  He  was 
active  in  the  Connecticut  and  New  England  library  associations  and  other  groups.  He 
completed  the  manuscript,  "Horsefeathers  and  Other  Curious  Words,"  published  in  1958, 
which  was  begun  by  his  father.  He  had  been  employed  by  the  American  Cyanamid 
Company's  research  laboratories  in  Stamford  from  1936  to  1965. 

Mr.  Funk  was  a 1950  Graduate  of  the  Polytechnic  Institute  of  Brooklyn  and  earned  a 
masters  degree  in  library  services  from  Columbia  University  in  1955. 

Mr.  Funk  lived  in  East  Granby,  Connecticut  with  his  wife  Alma  Griswold  Funk.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  at  a nursing  home.  He  was  born  1913  at  Staten  Island,  N.Y.  He 
leaves  behind  two  daughters  and  one  son,  also  three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Services  were 
private.  Memorial  donations  may  be  made  to  the  Alzheimer's  Association,  250  Constitution 
Plaza,  Hartford,  CT  06103. 

Many  of  the  New  England  EAC'ers  knew  Charles  as  he  was  active  in  the  club  and  has 
had  meetings  at  his  home.  He  will  be  missed  by  all  of  us. 


— George  Trostel. 


Another  EAC'er  is  gone.  Chuck  had  been  ill  for  some  time.  I was  going  to  bring  him 
to  EAC  '91  in  Boston,  but  he  declined;  he  simply  was  not  feeling  well  enough. 

I had  driven  him  to  several  New  England  EAC  meetings  ten  years  ago,  and  had  visited 
his  home  to  buy  large  cents  from  him.  We  had  a regional  meeting  at  his  home  around  1981 
or  1982. 

When  I moved  to  Granby,  Connecticut  in  1957,  from  my  house  I could  see  Chuck's 
house,  on  the  mountain  a quarter  mile  south  of  the  Newgate  copper  mine  / prison  (about  two 
miles  by  air  east  of  my  house).  Over  the  intervening  years,  overgrowth  of  vegetation  in 
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between  has  obscured  this  view.  Chuck's  house  was  on  the  same  road  as,  and  1 % miles 
north  of,  the  Higley  copper  mine,  where  the  ore  was  mined  for  the  1737  Higley  coppers. 

I miss  Chuck--as  do  all  who  knew  him. 


— Ed  Bucken. 


George  E.  Ewing,  Jr.,  EAC  #150 

With  sadness,  I note  the  demise  of  George  Ewing,  Jr. 

He  was  50  years  old  and  had  been  concerned  about  his  parents. 

I spoke  to  him  about  two  weeks  before  he  died  and  I don't  think  he  knew  he  had  a bad 
heart.  He  did  have  high  blood  pressure. 

His  death  was  very  unexpected  and  sudden.  I am  sure  we  will  all  miss  him. 

I am  enclosing  a copy  of  the  obituary. 


— Bert  Cohen. 


George  Ewing  died  June  22,  1993.  His  death  by  a heart  attack  at  age  50  was 
unexpected.  He  had  been  an  EAC  member  since  1977. 

George  Elliot  Ewing,  Jr.  was  born  in  Dallas  February  16,  1943.  His  parents  were 
George  Elliot  Ewing  and  Alice  Gertrude  Ellis  Ewing.  He  attended  North  Texas  State  University 
and  received  a B.S.  in  1970  and  M.S.  in  1972.  In  1975  he  was  awarded  an  Ed.D.  from  the 
University  of  Arkansas.  George  married  Martha  McCracken  April  17,  1981. 

In  1970  Ewing  joined  the  faculty  at  Eastfield  College  in  Mesquite,  Texas.  He  taught 
Western  Civilization  there  for  23  years  until  his  death. 

Ewing  was  a Fellow  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  for  the  ANS  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  in  1 984.  He  wrote  the  text  for 
the  booklet  DieVarieties  of  the  1794  Large  Cent.  It  came  with  a set  of  27  color  slides  that 
illustrated  obverse  - reverse  die  combinations  for  1794  cents.  This  was  first  offered  at  the 
1984  COAC. 


— Pete  Smith. 


The  Dallas  newspaper  obituary  also  noted  that  George  Ewing's  work  was  published 
numerous  times  and  he  received  many  awards  including  the  Health  Literary  Award  from  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  He  was  a member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Republic  of  Texas 
and  the  Order  of  Saint  John.  His  survivors  include  his  parents,  Alice  and  George  Ewing,  Sr. 
of  Dallas;  and  numerous  cousins,  nieces  and  nephews. 


— The  Editor 
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GEORGE  EWING  — A REMEMBRANCE 

Peter  Smith 


George  Ewing  was  not  an  easy  man  to  know.  We  were  both  at  the  1979  EAC 
convention  but  I can't  recall  talking  to  him  before  1981.  The  "Dallas"  TV  program  was 
popular  and  we  joked  about  him  being  a Ewing  from  Dallas.  He  sent  me  some  nice  letters 
back  in  1982.  We  were  at  many  of  the  same  events  but  seldom  talked.  I felt  there  was  a 
barrier  that  was  difficult  to  get  through.  Others  may  have  had  better  experiences  with  him. 

At  national  meetings  when  members  introduced  themselves,  I recall  that  George 
referred  to  himself  as  a "school  teacher."  Although  I suppose  that  was  technically  true,  I 
didn't  feel  it  was  an  accurate  description  of  his  profession.  On  the  one  hand,  I suppose  it  was 
understated  humility.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  a way  of  never  letting  people  know  too 
much. 


I believe  that  Ewing  had  some  high  grade  and  important  1794  cents  in  his  collection. 
He  apparently  did  not  want  his  name  mentioned  in  the  Condition  Census.  His  coins  were 
listed  under  a code  name. 

I wrote  to  George  to  get  biographical  information  for  my  "Names  With  Notes"  series. 
George  demanded  that  his  name  not  be  mentioned  and  referred  me  to  his  attorney.  This 
implied  that  legal  action  might  be  taken  if  I wrote  anything.  I could  have  written  a reasonably 
complete  biography  based  on  previously  published  information.  In  my  reply  to  George,  I wrote 
that  this  was  a hobby  for  both  of  us  and  that  each  of  us  has  the  right  to  participate  in 
whatever  way  we  wanted.  Apparently  he  wished  to  maintain  a low  profile. 


************* 

COPPER  EAC  MEMBERSHIP  MEDALLION  STILL  AVAILABLE 
COMMEMORATING  25^""  ANNIVERSARY  OF  EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPERS  INC. 


Medallions  are  made  of  copper.  Measurements  are  1 and  1/2  inches  in  diameter  and 
1 /8  inch  thick.  Obverse  is  the  draped  bust  design  resembling  S-1 87  with  obverse  die  cracks. 
The  founding  date  of  EAC  (1967)  appears  beneath  the  bust.  The  reverse  has  a wreath 
surrounded  by  "EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPERS"  and  with  "25  YEARS"  in  the  center.  A circle 
of  tiny  stars  appears  at  the  dentil  tips! 

Copper  medallions  are  $6.00  each  postpaid.  Send  orders  to  Rod  Burress,  9743 
Leacrest,  Cincinnati,  OH  45215.  Make  checks  payable  to  EAC.  $6.00  for  each  copper 
medallion  ordered. 
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Milton  B.  Pfeffer:  A Biography 


Pete  Smith 


Milton  B.  Pfeffer  was  born  in  New  York  City  November  24,  1919,  the  son 
of  Ben  and  Frances  Glasner  Pfeffer.  He  received  a B.S.  from  the  City 
College  of  New  York  in  1940.  In  1943  he  received  his  J.D.  from  Columbia 
University  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  that  same  year. 

On  March  8,  1952,  he  married  Ruth  Fuchsman.  They  had  a daughter,  Carol 
J.  and  a son,  Robert  D.  "Robbie"  Pfeffer. 

Pfeffer  practiced  as  an  attorney  in  New  York  City.  He  was  an  associate 
with  Scribner  & Miller  from  1943  to  1948.  He  was  a partner  in  the  firm  of 
Gwertman  & Pfeffer  from  1970  until  his  retirement.  His  specialty  was  law 
related  to  the  insurance  industry.  He  was  the  author  of  legal  monographs 
published  in  the  Insurance  Advocate  series. 


Pfeffer  was  not  a charter  member  of  EAC.  He  joined  as  member  153  in 
1968.  Later  members  were  allowed  to  buy  lower  vacant  numbers  and  Pfeffer 
became  member  number  6.  Pfeffer  served  as  legal  counsel  to  the 
organization  from  1972  until  his  death.  The  club  was  incorporated  as  a 
non-profit  organization  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  required  a New  York 
address.  The  Pfeffer  law  firm  provided  that  address. 


Pfeffer  collected  half  cents  and  wrote  articles  for  P-W  on  the  half 
cent  series.  From  January  1974  to  September  1975  he  submitted  the  series 
on  "Catalogue  Sales  of  the  Circulating  Half  Cents."  The  series  included  68 
pages  spread  over  11  issues.  This  was  followed  immediately  in  November 
1975  with  the  series  "Half  Cent  Catalogue  Sales:  Addenda."  This  ran  an 
additional  69  pages  spread  over  12  issues  up  to  January  1978.  Pfeffer  also 
contributed  single  articles  on  half  cents. 
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A NON-PROFIT  CORPORATION 


I want  to  announce  in  Per\ny-Wise  that  a regional  meeting  of  EAC  will  be 
held  at  3:00  P.M.,  Saturday,  Januai'y  22,  1994  during  the  California  State 
Numismatic  Association's  93rd  Convention.  This  event  is  being  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  San  Jose  Coin  Club's  Annual  Show  at  the  Old  San  Jose 
Convention  Center,  Market  & Almaden  Streets.  All  memlx^rs  of  EAC  who 
wiU  be  at  the  convention  are  encouraged  to  attend  this  si^ecial  club  meeting. 


Sincerely, 

— 

David  W.  I^ange 
President 
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Charles  E.  Funk  Jr.  1913-1993 


Pete  Smith 

Chuck  Funk  died  July  9,  1993,  at  age  79.  He  joined  EAC  as  one  of  the 
charter  members  and  was  assigned  membership  number  59.  He  had  served  as 
secretary  for  the  New  England  region  and  produced  the  annual  index  for  the 
first  20  years  of  Penny-Wise. 

Charles  Earle  Funk,  Jr.  was  born  October  22,  1913,  on  Staten  Island,  New 
York.  His  father,  Charles  E.  Funk,  Sr.  was  a noted  author.  His  mother  was 
the  former  Beulah  Messinger  Johnson.  He  married  Alma  Wingood  Griswold 
February  15,  1934.  Their  children  included  Charles  Earle  Funk  III,  Cynthia 
Ellen,  and  Dency  Cornelia  Funk  Sargent. 

Funk  graduated  magna  cum  laude  in  1950  with  a B.S.  in  chemistry  from 
Polytechnic  Institute  of  Brooklyn.  In  1955  he  received  a Masters  in  Library 
Science  from  Columbia  University. 

He  was  employed  as  a chemist  with  American  Cyanamid  Company  from  1936  to 
1950.  He  was  a group  leader  in  technical  information  at  the  same  company 
1951  to  1965.  He  joined  the  Connecticut  State  Library  as  head  of  planning, 
evaluation  and  research  and  served  1965  to  1973.  From  1974  to  1975  he  was 
the  associate  state  librarian  in  the  Reader  Services  Division.  (In  this 
position  he  supervised  the  Director  of  the  State  Library  Museum,  home  of  the 
Joseph  C.  Mitchelson  collection,  the  Hall-Brand-Shumway  Connecticut  coppers, 
and  other  important  numismatic  items. ) He  was  the  State  Librarian  from 
September  17,  1975,  until  retirement  in  1980.  He  served  as  vice-president  of 
the  New  England  Library  Board  1977  to  1979  and  was  active  with  other 
professional  organizations. 

Funk  was  the  author  with  his  father  of  Horse feathers  and  Other  Curious 
Words  published  in  1957.  He  was  the  editor  of  other  books  in  the  field  of 
library  science. 

He  was  active  in  the  Hartford  Numismatic  Association,  the  New  England 
Numismatic  Association  and  the  Token  and  Medal  Society.  After  1980  he  was 
working  on  a book  on  exonumia  of  Connecticut. 

He  specialized  in  the  study  and  collection  of  middle  date  die  states. 

This  collection  was  sold  with  the  EAC  sale  April  13,  1985,  when  the  annual 
convention  was  in  Chicago.  His  contribution  of  about  500  pieces  included 
four  altered  to  1815.  His  early  date  cents  and  late  date  cents  had  been 

previously  sold  privately.  He  continued  to  collect  actively  in  the  area  of 

Connecticut  exonumia. 

For  Volumes  I and  II  of  Penny-Wise,  he  produced  a combined  index. 
Thereafter  he  continued  to  produce  an  annual  index  through  the  20th  edition. 
This  was  included  with  the  issue  of  March  15,  1987.  He  assisted  with  the  20 
year  cumulative  index  produced  later  in  1987.  He  often  provided  commentary 

with  his  annual  index  published  as  articles  or  as  letters  to  the  editor. 

He  wrote  several  articles  for  Penny-Wise.  One  of  his  last  contributions 
published  September  15,  1986,  was  "Connecticut  Coppers  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library  Museum  Collection",  a perfect  connection  between  his  profession 
and  avocation. 

************* 
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NEW  CANDIDATES  FOR  EAC  MEMBERSHIP 


The  following  persons  have  applied  for  membership  in  EAC  since  the  last  issue  of  P-W. 
Provided  that  no  adverse  comments  on  any  particular  individual  are  received  by  the  Membership 
Committee  before  the  November  issue  of  P-W.  all  will  be  declared  elected  to  full  membership  at  that 
time.  Chairman  of  the  Membership  Committee  is  Rod  Burress,  9743  Leacreast,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
45215. 


NAME 

CITY,  STATE 

MEMBER  # 

David  A.  Clawson 

Albuquerque,  NM 

4000 

Thomas  A.  Newman 

Wayne,  NJ 

4001 

Jim  Carr 

Overland  Park,  KS 

4002 

Steve  Butler 

Springfield,  IL 

4003 

William  L.  Bridger 

Opelika,  AL 

4004 

William  R.  Daane 

Farmington  Hills,  Ml 

4005 

Bruce  J.  Seaman 

New  Gretna,  NJ 

4006 

Ken  Shields 

Lancaster,  PA 

4007 

Marc  J.  Ellenby 

Homestead,  FL 

4008 

Glenn  Chumley 

Hiawatha,  lA 

4009 

Peter  Rizkallah 

Haverhill,  MA 

4010 

John  S.  Lenz 

Waukegan,  IL 

401 1 

Bernard  R.  Guild 

Eagle  River,  AK 

4012 

Dave  Thaxter 

Odenton,  MD 

4013 

Gerald  Weinstein 

Livermore,  CA 

4014 

Gerald  Smith 

Falls  Church,  VA 

4015 

Roger  J.  Deemer 

Bath,  PA 

4016 

Stephen  Royer 

Dunnellon,  FL 

4017 

Thomas  Ramagli 

Dingman  Ferry,  PA 

4018 

Walter  Reed 

Huntington,  NY 

4019 

Erwin  Zipkis 

Roslyn,  NY 

4020 

Joseph  Bednarik 

Harrisburg,  PA 

4021 

Douglas  E.  Ente 

Baltimore,  MD 

4022 

Gerald  A.  Johnson 

Dayton,  OH 

4023 

Lane  Brunner 

Augusta,  GA 

4024 

Scott  Halama 

Independence,  Wl 

4025 

Anthony  J.  Taraszka 

Kalamazoo,  Ml 

4026 

Ben  E.  Tennyson 

Winchester,  VA 

4027 

Tom  Appier 

Hampstead,  MD 

4028 

Chris  Stocklin 

Lancaster,  OH 

4029 

Jessie  G.  Cameron 

Huntsville,  AL 

4030 

Patrick  T.  Welsh 

Baltimore,  MD 

4031 

Robert  Wobbeking 

Baltimore,  MD 

4032 

Kenneth  S.  Katta 

Brooklyn,  NY 

4033 

Larry  L.  Terrell 

Dallas,  TX 

4034 

Steven  Blumenthal 

Cape  Elizabeth,  ME 

4035 

Robert  A.  Schuman 

Dalton,  PA 

4036 

Bill  Wilson 

Fultondale,  AL 

4037 

Tom  Stepanski 

Sparrow  Bush,  NY 

4038 

Roger  L.  Jacobs 

Montague,  Ml 

4039 

Richard  W.  Mortensen 

Sacramento,  CA 

4040 

Gary  L.  McDowell 

Evansville,  IN 

4041 

Jim  Dykhouse 

Atlanta,  GA 

4042 

Chad  B.  Burks 

Arkadelphia,  AR 

4043 

Ronald  Buta 

Tuscaloosa,  AL 

4044 
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Denis  W.  Lorlng 

Prologue:  All  good  things  come  to  an  end:  sic  transit 
gloria  Goldman.  For  the  first  time  since  1976,  I won't  be 
functioning  as  unpaid  but  valued  bourse  assistant  to  Kenneth 
Goldman,  Inc.,  except  for  PNG  Day.  At  ANA,  he's  sharing  a 
table  with  Lee  Bellisario  this  year  (makes  sense;  he's  rare- 
ly there  anyway),  so  there's  no  room  for  yours  truly. 

Instead,  it'll  be  copper  weenie  heaven:  working  for  Tom  Rey- 
nolds and  actually  being  useful.  CVM  will  be  right  next 
door,  too.  The  non-bourse  activities  have  expanded  still 
further:  I've  been  appointed  to  the  Investment  and  Exhibit 
Committees  of  the  ANA,  and  done  an  actuarial  study  for  them 
on  life  membership.  Plus,  of  course,  the  usual  NLG,  NBS, 
judging.  Numismatic  Theatre  (giving  a talk  this  year), 
Rittenhouse,  couple  auctions,  and  general  schmoozing.  The 
climax  (??)  will  be  Saturday  night,  when  I'll  be  calling  the 
Grel Iman-CVM  sale.  Bad  news:  they  went  a little  nuts  this 
year:  747  lots,  beginning  at  9 PM.  Good  news:  Donna  will  be 
in  the  audience,  and  anybody  who  gives  me  grief  is  toast. 

Sunday,  July  25:  Don't  have  to  worry  about  cramming 

into  carry-ons  this  year:  I'm  taking  the  train  to  Baltimore, 
first-class  yet.  Hey.  I deserve  it. 

Monday,  July  26:  Board  train  to  discover  they  pulled 

off  the  first-class  car:  someone  saw  a mouse  in  it.  Maybe 

I don't  deserve  it refund  yes;  breakfast  no.  Yon  Denis 

hath  a lean  (?)  and  hungry  1 ook . . . arr i ve , taxi  to  hotel, 
check  in... nice  room,  lovely  view,  and  exactly  two 
drawers ...  over  to  the  convention  center  to  look  at  the  Her- 
itage lots... first  numismatic  sighting:  John  (Wunderkind) 
Kraljevich  and  Mother  Gail,  "checking  the  place  out..." 
study  the  Investment  Committee  material  while  I'm  waiting 
for  lots... as  long  as  Mike  Sherman's  there.  Heritage  will 
be  an  OK  place  for  EACers . . . f i n i sh  in  time  to  hightail  it 
over  to  the  Omni  for  the  Superior  sale... Kenny  and  Tony 
Terranova  are  ensconced  in  the  back  row,  as  usual .. .and 
here's  Del,  a man  in  the  crosshairs  these  days.  No  wonder 
his  hair's  gone  white.  (I  know,  shaddup.  At  least  he  has 
some ) , . . st i 1 1 looks  pretty  impressive  for  a guy  who  turns 
60  October  26 — whoops!  Was  that  a secret?  Oh  well... let's 
see  how  many  people  read  this  thing.  Everybody--send  Del 
a 60th  birthday  card.  1928  North  Evergreen,  Mill  Creek, 
Washington  98012.  Let  him  know  how  much  we  love  the  big 
guy... Back  to  the  Superior  sale:  "1814  NGC  67  Brown,"  to  the 
book  for  $25,000.  Gee,  I always  thought  a 67  had  to  have  at 
least  a 1 i tt 1 e mint  color... back  to  the  convention  center 
with  Doug  Bird  for  lot  viewing  (him)  and  photo  ID  (me).. .get 
the  lowdown  on  ANA  politics  from  ex-governor  Donn  Pearlman. 
His  decision  not  to  run  again  is  ANA's  loss,  a biggie... 
chief  Judge  Joe  Boling  gives  me  the  word:  eight  exhibits  on 
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U.S.  coins,  and  four  on  literature.  Not  too  bad... the 
pre-made  photo  ID's  do  speed  up  the  process .. .Pau 1 Nugget 
shows  me  the  first  LC  of  the  show:  a nice  AU-50  1798.  I 
tell  him  it's  a 179;  he  tells  me  someone  else  has  first 
refusal,  "but  you're  next."  Always  the  bridesmaid. . .pump 
some  iron  at  the  Hyatt,  then  trip  number  three  to  the 
convention  center,  this  time  for  PNG  ID...Uh-oh.  We  got 
trouble:  When  Kenny  took  me  off  his  table  for  ANA,  he 
inadvertently  (I  hope!)  cancelled  me  for  PNG  as  well.  Off 
to  Superior  sale,  catch  him — "Oops.  Sorry  about  that."  Back 
to  convention  center  <#4),  explain  situation,  smile  sweetly, 
produce  S25  fee,  get  temporary  badge.  Whew. . .back  to  Omni 
(#3)  to  watch  the  hotshot  silver  dollars  not  sell  (1804  at 
$700K,  1898  NGC  Proof  69  at  $80K).  However,  the  "finest 
known  Peace  dollar,"  PCGS  68,  does  find  a new  home  at 
$30,250  + 10%.  Jim  McGuigan  then  tells  me  the  full  story: 
The  coin  turned  up  at  Long  Beach,  slabbed  65,  broken  out, 
resubmitted,  came  back  66,  broken  out,  dipped  (with  fingers 
crossed),  resubmitted,  came  back  68.  Welcome  to  the 
precision  science  of  third-party  gradi ng. . .back  at  the 
Hyatt,  the  Mark  Borckardts  are  celebrating  their  13th 
ann i versary . . . Stu  Levine,  often  a source  of  high-powered 
out-of-the-woodwork  large  cents,  reports  empty  hands  this 
t Ime . . . di nner  on  the  waterfront — crab,  of  course .. .wander 
around  a bit,  relax  in  the  room,  call  Donna,  and  on  to  the 
show . 


Tuesday,  July  26:  Breakfast  with  Mark  Borckardt , who 

shows  no  ill  effects  from  last  night's  revels  (remember,  it 
was  his  ann i versary )... a muted  gathering  at  the  door  ...  two 
hours  of  bourse  hunting  yields — TA  DAAH!--a  1798/7  S-151  in 
Fine.  Hey--I  came  for  the  comradeship,  right?... In  comes 
the  public,  including  the  Castor  and  Pollux  of  the  copper 
dealers,  Chris  V i ctor-McCawl ey  and  Tom  Reynolds  (CAT  for 
shor t )... Henry  Hettger  shows  me  a new  S-18a,  grade  1/0.  He 
also  cherried  a 22N13  at  the  pre-show.  Not  bad... I can't 
attribute  late  dates  without  a book,  but  I'm  always  on  the 
lookout  for  late  die  states.  Here's  one,  a retained  cud  on 
an  1848.  Maybe  a goodie?  N6.  Nope... Tony  Terranova's  41N1 
is  the  only  proof  I've  seen  on  the  whole  floor... Andy  Hain, 
connoisseur  extraordinaire,  says  he's  no  longer  interested 
in  copper--but  won't  sell  any  of  his  gems.  Sigh... John  Ford 
swings  by  to  chat.  If  B.S.  were  currency,  the  man  would  be 
flat  broke ... th 1 nk  I'll  stretch  my  legs. ..in  fact,  I think 
I'll  go  running,  even  though  Mr.  Noyes  is  nowhere  in 
si ght .. .whoops,  it's  95  degrees  outside.  Down  to  the  tread- 
mills in  the  health  club,  all  of  which  are  in  use.  I tried, 
I tried.  Back  to  the  bourse ...  news  of  George  Ewing's 
untimely  death  (heart  attack,  age  50)  is  passed  along... Eric 
the  Red  appears,  stocking  the  floor  with  CC-l's  and  proofs. 
He's  got  a newly-discovered  1843  N-14  that  I promptly  take 
away ...  here' s Darwin  Palmer,  who  promises  a table  of  Starred 
Reverses,  264's,  and  272' s ...  Kenny ' s rather  subdued.  Maybe 
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he's  saving  his  strength  for  tomorrow  ( r i ght ) . . . t ime  to 
start  being  constructive.  Exhibit  Committee  meeting,  then 
Investment  Commi t tee .. .more  crabs  on  the  waterfront,  then 
8:30  "dealer  setup,"  meaning  the  first  hour  of  full -room 
tabl e-hopp i ng . . . bi g fat  zero... Paul  Whitnah  has  to  douse  the 
lights  to  get  people  out  the  door... back  to  the  hotel,  where 
one  table  in  the  lounge  features  a truly  scary  concentration 
of  numismatic  brainpower:  Partrlck,  Ford,  Rubin,  Hodder , and 
two  generations  of  Bowers.  Think  I'll  pull  up  a chair... 
Eric  Streiner  and  Dwight  Manley  Join  the  party,  replacing 
Rubin  and  Bowers,  Sr.... nearly  two  hours  later,  we  all  call 
it  quits — until  tomorrow. 

Wednesday,  July  28:  Up  before  the  alarm,  as  usual  on 

Opening  Day... small  crowd  at  the  opening,  especially  com- 
pared to  last  night's  throng. . .here  we  go  a'wanderlng  (among 
the  slabs  so  c 1 ear ) . . .ml ght  as  well  start  out  with  a Good 
Chain  cent . . . severa  1 boxes  of  unattributed  late  dates  out 
here.  Bob  Grellman  could  have  a field  day... mint  state  1835 
N6  accurately  slabbed  (mistakes  do  happen),  but  not  for 
$2500... pass  on  the  MS-64  1839  Booby  Head  at  $4500,  too... 
lots  of  EACers  walking  around,  but  I haven't  heard  any 
shouts  of  Joy... why  is  every  1830  high  zero  I see  an  N8?...a 
part  red  1851  N26  longs  to  be  liberated  from  its  slab.  I 
oblige.  Bob  Grellman  calls  it  no  worse  than  tied  for  CC-1. 

I think  it  wants  to  live  in  M i nnesota ...  spend  most  of  the 
next  few  hours  behind  Tom's  table,  showing  (and  selling) 
coins.  Lots  of  act i V i ty . . . Aha ! Mr.  Noyes  has  finally 
arrived.  Run  tonight,  between  the  auction  and  the  Ganz 
party?  Sure... Billy  Paul  shows  up  with  a new  1798  S-154. 

AU  sharpness,  beautiful  color,  but  both  sides  look  as  though 
they've  been  sandpapered.  Bill,  Tom  and  I eventually  settle 
on  20.  Slab  grade?  50,  of  course ...  Kenny  ambles  by. 

Ambles?  On  Day  One??... 4 PM  already!  Up  to  the  Judges' 
meet i ng ...  another  stint  at  the  table,  then  over  to  the 
exhibits  for  the  first  round  of  Judgl ng. . .Three  out  of  six 
U.S.  coin  exhibits  are  on  early  copper  (one  each  colonials, 
half  cents,  and  large  cents),  and  of  the  four  literature 
exhibits,  one  is  on  colonials  and  two  on  large  cents.  Sorta 
shows  you  where  the  numismatic  scholarship  is  concentrated, 
doesn't  i t . . . cont i nue  my  tradition  of  batting  zero  at  the 
ANA  auction,  then  head  out  with  Bill  for  a flve-miler.  Hot, 
but  to  1 erab 1 e . . . Qu i ck  dinner  and  on  to  president-elect 
Ganz's  reception  for  B.S.  and  birthday  cake... busy,  busy 
day!  This  is  fun. 

Thursday,  July  29:  It's  now  4 PM,  and  I'm  in  a very 

crowded  Numismatic  Theatre  waiting  to  hear  John  Ford's  talk. 
This  is  the  first  chance  I've  had  all  day  to  scribble  in  the 
diary.  Tells  you  what  sort  of  day  it's  been.  Started  off 
early  with  my  second  Judging  pass... catch  up  with  numismatic 
luminaries  John  Adams  and  Tett  Tettenhorst . . . i nspect  lots 
for  the  Kolbe  book  sale  tomorrow.  Usual  top-quality  cata- 
log! ng.  ..  yesterday  ' s brownout  was  caused  by  an  air-condl- 
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tioning  overload,  so  they've  turned  it  down  today.  It''s 
gonna  get  aromatic  in  here . . . traf f i c at  Tom's  table  is  much 
slower  than  yesterday,  but  one  of  the  coins  that  walks  up  is 
the  third  known  1800  NC-1 , VG-7...good  news:  Bob  Schuman, 
1794  specialist  of  Masters  18b  fame,  has  bought  the 
Naf tzger-Stre i ner  S-20 . He's  ba-a-a-ack . . . Meet  with  feilow 
Judges  to  sort  out  the  winners.  The  three  early  copper 
exhibits  take  first,  second,  and  third;  ditto  for  the  book 
exhibits.  Now  what  was  I saying  about  numismatic  scholar- 
ship?...Tett  takes  the  1843  proof,  as  I sorta  knew  he  would. 
Two  dates  to  go... Chris'  table  is  right  next  to  Tom's,  so 
looking  at  the  Grellman-CVM  auction  lots  is  a c i nch . . . desl ab 
a nice  1817  N14  for  a friend's  date  set... John  Ford's  talk 
is,  well,  John  Ford.  Someone  has  to  tape  record  a few  thou- 
sand hours  of  this  man  before  we  lose  a unique  treasure 
trove  of  numi smat i ca . . .Tom  and  I start  haggling  on  a trade: 
my  1794  S-60  CC-1  for  his  1799/8  S-188  CC-3...Joel  Spin- 
garn's  S-64  becomes  the  third  member  of  the  Levin  coi lection 
of  '94's,  Joining  a Wheel  Spoke  and  a Starred  Reverse... 
close  up  shop  at  7... dinner  with  CAT  and  Harry  Salyards 
(crabs,  of  course )... p i ck  up  fax  from  the  office  (sigh)... on 
to  the  NLG  Bash,  whose  ai ready  esteemed  audience  is  further 
graced  by  the  arrival  of  Kenron  Xelowe,  the  Masters  of  Money 
Tree... after  two  hours,  the  bash  is  still  going  strong,  but 
I'm  not.  Tomorrow  morning's  triple  p 1 ay--Ri ttenhouse  to  EAC 
to  NBS — begins  at  7:30,  so  I steal  away  quietly  and  call  it 
a night. 

Friday,  July  30:  We  1 1 -attended  Rittenhouse  breakfast. 

John  Adams,  EACer,  was  elected  to  membership .. .Jam-packed 
EAC  meet i ng--over  100  people.  The  Naftzger-ANS  controversy 
was  discussed  briefly.  One  person's  opinion:  if  the  parties 
can't  find  a way  to  settle  this,  the  biggest  loser  of  all 
will  be  the  copper-collecting  f ratern i ty . . . on  to  the  Numis- 
matic Bibliomania  Society  meeting  and  another  full  house... 
John  Ford  proudly  displays  the  first  slabbed  numismatic 
auction  catalog,  courtesy  of  Martin  Gengerke  and  Stack's... 
down  to  the  bourse  floor... Tom  and  I complete  our  trade, 
both  of  us  grinning  over  our  new  prizes.  Mine  promptly 
departs  with  Bill  Noyes  for  the  inevitable  photograph... 
visit  Jim  Long  for  a while.  Leave  an  S-107;  take  an  AMERI 
away ...  remember  when  the  appearance  of  a Starred  Reverse  was 
a magic  event?  There  was  one  in  the  Heritage  auction, 
another  in  the  CVM-Grellman  sale,  and  I counted  at  least 
four  for  sale  on  the  floor.  Times  surely  have  changed... 

CAT  seem  to  be  be  having  a fine  day... time  for  the  book 
auction,  which  I attend  mostly  for  the  fun  of  it... make 
offers  on  a few  LC's  Just  Imported  from  England,  but  I think 
the  dealer  has  loftier  figures  in  mi nd ...  enough  coins  for 
one  day.  Time  to  link  up  with  the  wife,  dinner  in  little 
Italy  (no  matter.  You  know  what  we  had),  stroll  and  play 
on  the  waterfront,  back  to  the  room... 

Saturday,  July  31:  Wanted  to  start  the  day  with  a few 
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hours  In  the  National  Aquarium,  but  got  up  too  late... Donna 
gets  her  first  taste  of  an  ANA  bourse ...  she ' s in  a good 
mood,  and  promises  not  to  heckle  me  in  the  Numismatic  Thea- 
tre...talk  goes  well  <I  think). ..Now  it's  off  to  the  aquar- 
ium and  waterf ront . . . rest  up  a little  for  tonight's  mara- 
thon, then  give  Tom  a breather  back  at  the  bourse ...  Donna 
meets  Ken  Lowe.  Obvious  kindred  sp i r i ts . . . room  starts  qui- 
eting down  about  5,  and  by  6:30  plenty  of  tables  are  closed 
up... dinner  with  CAT  and  the  Grellmans  atop  the  Hyatt  (no, 
he  CPU  1 dn ' t have.  Yup.),  back  to  the  convention  center, 
deep  breath,  and... 728  lots  in  2.5  hours,  with  only  minimal 
screaming  and  moaning  from  the  assembled  throng.  Next  year, 
500  lots,  or  I kill  'em. 

Sunday,  August  1:  Back  to  the  bourse,  one  mo'  time... 

get  to  know  Mac  MacDonald  a little,  from  a closer  distance 
than  an  auctioneer's  podium.  He's  80,  looks  79,  acts  22... 
there  go  my  Chain  cents ... e i ther  Donna's  starting  to  enjoy 
this  a little  or  she's  one  hell  of  an  actress ... f 1 na 1 1 y see 
Sandy  and  Alex  Goldman.  Believe  me,  folks,  that's  one  cute 
little  kid... high  noon.  Pack  up  the  goodies,  say  some  good- 
byes, and  traintime  back  to  the  Apple. 

I can't  remember  the  last  time  I had  so  much  fun  at  an 
ANA.  Working  at  Tom's  table,  immersed  in  copper  and  EACers 
for  the  week,  the  convention  seemed  to  end  a little  too  soon 
(obviously,  I do  not  do  this  for  a living).  Tom  has  already 
generously  offered  me  a 50%  raise  if  I come  back  next  year. 
It's  Detroit,  remember,  and  a number  of  dealers  have  sworn 
not  to  go.  Their  problem.  Think  I'm  gonna  pass  up  this 
much  fun? 

Postscript:  I weighed  myself  at  the  gym  on  Monday: 
didn't  gain  an  ounce.  Watch  for  my  new  book.  The  Crabcake 
Diet,  coming  this  fall... 


TOM  REYNOLDS,  EAC  #222  P.O.  BOX  24529  OMAHA,  NE  68124 

(402)  895  - 3065 

1804  RESTRIKE  XF45  $ 500  Brown  with  choice,  lustrous  surfaces.  Struck  around  1860  from 

discarded  dies:  The  obverse  is  an  altered  1803  used  to  strike  S- 
261;  the  reverse  is  from  an  1820  N12.  Choice. 

1823  RESTRJKE  MS63  $1300  Olive  brown  faded  from  mint  color.  Some  mint  red.  Choice, 

proof-like  surfaces.  Late  die  state  with  cracked  obverse  and 
reverse  dies.  Struck  around  1860  by  the  same  individuals  that 
struck  the  1804  Restrike:  The  obverse  is  a late  die  state  1823 
N2;  the  reverse  if  from  an  1813  S-293.  Very  choice. 

SEND  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  RECEIVE  FREE  PRICE  LISTS. 


\ 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  1993  EAC-ANA  MEETING 


BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND  - JULY  30,  1993 


Denis  W.  Loring 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:05  by  National 
Secretary  Denis  Loring.  John  Pryor,  assistant  general 
chairman  of  the  convention,  officially  welcomed  EAC  to 
Baltimore.  The  usual  round  of  introductions  followed.  A 
moment  of  silence  was  observed  for  George  Ewing,  a well- 
known  EAC''er,  who  passed  away  suddenly  on  June  22,  at  age 
50  . 

Mark  Borckardt  reported  on  Walter  Breen's  book  on  early 
date  large  cents.  The  manuscript  is  complete;  the  target 
for  final  publication  is  1994. 

A discussion  was  held,  and  an  informal  poll  taken,  as 
to  whether  the  accumulated  back  issues  of  Penny-Wise  should 
be  published  electronically  on  CD-ROM.  The  vote  v;as  unani- 
mous in  favor  of  such  a project. 

New  discoveries  were  announced,  including  a Mint  State 
1 796  No  Pole  half  cent  discovered  recently  in  England,  and 
the  third  known  1800  NC-1  large  cent,  VG-7,  at  this  show. 

Eric  Newman,  representing  ANS , requested  the  assistance 
of  EAC  members  in  recovering  129  large  cents  removed  from 
ANS.  The  previous  offer  of  giving  the  substituted  coin  to 
anyone  who  returns  to  ANS  one  of  the  removed  coins  has  been 
withdrawn.  Charles  Berry,  a New  York  attorney  representing 
Roy  E.  Naftzger,  Jr.,  explained  the  summons  published  in  the 
July  issue  of  Penny-Wise.  A brief  discussion  followed. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  10:10  AM. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Denis  W,  Loring 
National  Secretary 


Roster  of  Members  and  Guests  Attending 


Michael  Hodder 
Jim  McGuigan 
Don  Taylor 


Don  Valenziano 
Mike  Ringo 


Frank  Scanpac 
Henry  Hartmann 
Mark  Borckardt 


Mike  Cable 
Wynn  Bowers 


Steve  Fischer 


Lory  Hartmann 
Donn  Pearlman 
Ed  Price 


Richard  Reinhardt 
Bob  Metzger 


Jerry  Kochel 
Phyllis  Thompson 
John  Rosengren 


Alan  Herbert 
Robert  Martin 


Steve  Chandler 
Don  Bo  1 1 er 


Don  Mituzas 
Gene  Reale 
Jack  Pryor 


Lanny  Reinhardt 
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Donald  AndersonX 
R.  Tettenhorst  \ 
Gene  Braig  \ 

Tom  Fitzgerald 
Richard  Kurtz 
Les  Elam 
Judy  Matherne 
George  Waingold 
Chris  McCawley 
John  Burns 
Mike  Greenspan 
Harry  Sal  yards 
Donald  Scarinci 
Jack  Robinson 
Frank  McGrath 
Angel  Pietri 
Rian  Thum 
John  Dirnbauer 
Craig  McDonald 
George  Fitzgerald 
Stan  Stephens 
Greg  Ruby 
Gary  Ross,  Sr, 
Rickey  Craft 
Ken  Mote 

Richard  Meussner 
P.  Scott  Rubin 
Myron  Xenos 
Bruce  Tarr 


J.  Alan  Bricker 
Jon  Lusk 
James  Holcomb 
Dave  Lange 
David  Alexander 
Jack  Wadi ington 
Prue  Fitts 
Robert  Matthews 
Tom  Reynolds 
Mark  Switzer 
Tom  Turissini 
Joseph  Gregor 
John  Griffee 
Doug  Bird 
Clement  Schettino 
Dav id  G1 adf e 1 ter 
Vicken  Yegparian 
Bob  Yue 1 1 
Joel  Spingarn 
Barry  Tayman 
James  Deshong 
Henry  Garrett 
Fred  Lake 
Dougl as  Hill 
Charles  Barasch 
Mary  Sauvain 
Robert  Zavos 
Ed  Tarr 
Denis  Loring 


Keith  Zaner 
Gino  Sanf i 1 ippo 
J.  Eric  Holcomb 
Tom  Hyland 
Eric  P.  Newman 
Ray  Rouse 
Enoch  B1 ackwe 1 1 
Del  Bland 
Norman  Brand 
Greg  Heim 
Bob  Gre 1 Iman 
Walter  Dudgeon 
Robert  Habel 
Bill  Noyes 
Eric  Hi Idebrant 
John  Kraljevlch,  Jr. 
Justin  Van  Etten 
John  Nicastro 
Terry  Hess 
J.  Roger  Pensichilli 
Jon  Watson 
Mark  Atkinson 
Wayne  Homren 
Michael  Ferryman 
R , W . Julian 
Gerald  Porter 
Ken  Lowe 
Mike  Whelan 


************-H- 

Early  Copper  Exhibits  Sweep  ANA 
Pete  Smith 


Exhibits  of  early  American  copper  coins  took  the  top  three  places  in 
the  category  of  U.S.  coins  at  the  recent  ANA  convention  in  Baltimore. 

First  place  went  to  John  M.  Griffee  for  his  exhibit  on  "New  Jersey  State 
Coinage."  Second  place  went  to  Gerald  L.  Kochel  for  "A  Study  of  the  1825 
Half  Cent."  "United  States  Large  Cent  Copper  Restrikes"  resulted  in  third 
place  for  Millard  W,  Hajek. 

Gerald  L.  Kochel  had  also  recently  won  a first  place  award  at  the  1993 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  convention.  His  exhibit  on  "U.S.  Half 
Cents"  won  in  the  U.S.  Coin  classification. 

Young  Numismatists  also  scored  well  at  ANA  with  exhibits  related  to 
early  copper.  John  Kraljevich,  Jr.  took  first  place  for  U.S.  Coins  with  "A 
Comparison  of  the  Different  Editions  of  Sheldon’s  Work  on  Large  Cents." 
Second  place  in  that  class  went  to  Rian  R.  Thum  for  "The  Evolution  of 
Literature  on  Late  Date  (1840-1857)  Large  Cents."  It  should  be  noted  that 
there  is  a literature  classification  for  seniors  exhibits  but  no  literature 
class  in  the  juniors  competition. 

Kraljevich  took  first  place  in  the  Medals  and  Tokens  class  with  his 
exhibit  "The  Libertas  Americana  Medal."  He  also  received  first  place 
awards  in  the  Paper  Money  class  and  in  the  Medieval  and  Ancient  class. 

Rian  Thum  took  second  in  the  Errors  and  Varieties  class  with  "Rim  Break 
Progressions  on  Large  Cents."  Thum  took  second  in  the  Medals  and  Tokens 
class . 
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COIN  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Tony  Carlotto 


After  many  years  of  reading  Penny-Wise  I finally  can  contribute  something  from  my 
field  of  expertise.  I have  been  in  the  photography  business  for  over  twenty-five  years  and 
learned  most  things  the  old  fashioned  way,  by  doing  them.  In  this  article  I will  try  to  explain 
things  as  straightforward  a fashion  as  possible.  You  should  have  a basic  understanding  of 
your  own  piece  of  equipment.  If  not,  please  consult  your  owner's  guide. 

Many  people  would  like  to  have  good  photos  of  their  coins  for  a number  of  reasons. 
My  favorite  is  to  have  a nice  memory  of  a certain  piece  after  having  to  pass  it  on  to  another 
collector.  Publication  and  die  study  are  a few  other  reasons,  as  well  as  sharing  with  other 
students  or  collectors.  For  whatever  reason,  I hope  this  article  will  be  of  help  to  many  of  you. 
If  anyone  has  a particular  problem  or  difficulty  which  is  not  covered  in  this  guide,  please  feel 
free  to  contact  me  for  any  help. 


EQUIPMENT 

The  tools  for  taking  nice  pictures  of  your  coins  can  be  as  simple  or  as  elaborate  as  you 
like.  A single  lens  reflex  camera  (SLR)  is  a definite  requirement.  Many  people  might  already 
have  an  SLR  around  the  house.  This  camera  can  be  a twenty  year  old  basic,  "manual"  or  a 
more  recent,  "auto-everything"  model.  Either  one  will  do  just  as  good  a job  for  you.  The 
reason  for  using  a SLR  is  that  you  are  looking  right  through  the  lens  by  use  of  a mirror  and  a 
prism.  That  way  you  can  see  exactly  what  is  in  your  field  of  view  and  check  to  make  sure 
it's  what  you  want  and  in  focus.  Almost  all  cameras  of  the  SLR  type  made  in  the  last  25 
years  have  a built  in  light  meter.  This  is  extremely  important  so  check  your  batteries  first; 
because  they  will  determine  if  your  meter  works  and  also  if  it  is  accurate. 

Most  older  cameras  came  with  a "normal"  50  mm.  lens.  It  has  become  more  popular 
and  feasible  to  get  a "short"  zoom  lens  with  more  recent  models.  Any  of  these  lenses  will 
do  fine.  The  50  mm.  lens  gives  you  the  perspective  and  magnification  of  the  normal  human 
eye,  hence  the  nickname  "normal."  When  you  go  below  50  mm.  you  get  a wider  field  of  view 
and  when  you  go  above  50  mm.  you  get  a closer  more  telephoto  field  of  view.  For  every  50 
millimeters  you  gain  one  power  of  magnification.  For  example,  a 100  mm.  lens  is  2 power, 
a 200  mm.  lens  is  4 power  and  so  on.  The  short  zoom  lens  quite  commonly  comes  in  a 28- 
70  or  35-70  range.  They  also  have  what  is  called  "macro,"  which  means  the  ability  to  focus 
close.  For  photos  of  single  large  copper  size  coins  this  macro  feature  is  going  to  need  some 
help.  A 50  mm.  lens  is  going  to  need  even  more  help,  so  next  I will  explain  the  methods  of 
being  able  to  focus  close  enough  to  fill  your  frame  with  only  the  coin. 

There  are  four  different  pieces  of  equipment  which  will  enable  you  to  get  close  enough 
to  your  specimen  to  fill  the  frame  with  the  coin  only.  The  first  item  is  called  a close-up  lens. 
This  is  not  a lens  as  we  know  it,  but  more  like  a filter  which  screws  on  the  front  of  your 
existing  lens.  The  fronts  of  lenses  are  threaded  to  accommodate  accessories  such  as  this. 
You  need  to  know  the  size  which  is  expressed  in  millimeters  and  can  be  found  written  on  the 
lens  or  inside  the  lens  cap.  Common  sizes  are  49,  52,  55,  58,  and  62  millimeters.  These 
close-up  lenses  are  available  individually  or  commonly  and  also  less  expensive  in  a set  of 
three.  The  retail  price  varies  from  30  to  40  dollars  for  a set.  On  the  lenses  themselves  there 
will  be  a designation  of  power.  Most  sets  come  in  what  is  called  -1-1,  +2,  and  +A 
designations.  The  higher  the  number  the  closer  you  can  get  to  your  coin.  The  three  lenses 
can  be  put  together  to  achieve  -f-7  which  is  almost  enough  to  fill  your  frame  with  a 50  mm. 
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lens.  They  can  be  mixed  and  matched  to  get  different  variations.  There  also  exists  a single  piece 
+ 10  macro  adapter  which  will  ideally  get  you  a full  frame  picture  with  your  50  mm.  lens  or  at  the 
50  mm.  posterior  on  a zoom  lens.  I am  in  the  photo  retail  business  and  these  seem  to  be  scarce 
lately,  (probably  R4  to  R5)  so  if  you  are  able  to  find  one  consider  yourself  lucky. 

The  second  item  used  for  close  focusing  is  an  "extension  tube."  This  piece  of  equipment 
is  just  a device  to  space  your  lens  farther  away  from  your  camera  to  let  you  get  closer  to  your 
subject.  It  fits  between  the  lens  and  camera  body  itself.  Some  of  them  have  the  connections  to 
retain  all  the  automatic  features  of  a camera  and  some  are  so-called  manual  which  are  less 
expensive  and  have  no  coupling  mechanisms  in  them.  They  can  be  purchased  individually  or  in 
sets.  Price  varies  from  manufacturer  to  manufacturer  depending  on  the  mood  of  the  director  of 
marketing.  The  range  of  prices  can  be  as  low  as  $25  for  the  old  simple  screw  mount  Pentax  type 
cameras  to  $150  for  some  of  the  newer  bayonet  mount  models.  Designations  can  be  in  millimeter 
such  as  10,  15,  25,  or  30  mm,  and  some  come  in  sets  of  three  and  are  numbered  1,  2,  and  3. 
The  more  space  between  the  camera  and  lens,  the  closer  you  can  focus.  With  the  use  of  these 
rings  and  anything  else  that  puts  your  prime  lens  away  from  the  camera  body,  there  is  a loss  of 
light.  This  is  taken  into  consideration  by  your  light  meter,  so  it  is  important  to  have  a built  in 
meter  and  have  it  in  good  working  condition.  I've  taken  the  short  road  and  made  all  the  mistakes 
so  it  helps  to  pay  attention  and  also  record  what  you  are  doing  so  you  can  go  back  and  correct 
if  you  are  not  lucky  on  first  attempts. 

A macro  lens  is  the  third  item  which  is  handy  for  coin  photography.  So  as  not  to  be 
confused  with  macro  zoom  lenses,  I will  have  to  elaborate  a little  here.  As  I mentioned  earlier, 
there  are  some  short  zoom  lenses  which  have  "macro"  in  them.  With  the  term  "macro"  meaning 
close-focusing,  these  zoom  lenses  focus  closer  than  the  previous  generation  of  zooms.  That  is 
why  they  are  called  macro  zooms.  A true  macro  lens  is  one  that  lets  you  focus  very  close.  They 
come  in  50  mm.  and  usually  90  mm.  versions.  (Nikon  has  a 55  mm.  Micro  which  is  the  same.) 
The  benefit  of  the  true  macro  is  that  you  can  focus  on  close  objects  or  pick  the  camera  up  and 
focus  on  infinity  or  anywhere  between.  With  close-up  lenses  and  extension  tubes  you  are  locked 
in  to  a short  range  of  distance  between  camera  and  subject.  Most  of  the  newer  macro  lenses  let 
you  do  what  is  called  1 :1  shooting.  This  means  that  the  image  on  the  film  is  the  same  as  in  real 
life.  Since  a 35  mm.  frame  of  film  is  24  x 36  millimeters  and  most  large  cent-sized  coppers  of 
near  the  30  mm.  range,  it  is  easy  to  fill  the  frame  with  the  coin.  A macro  lens  is  very  handy 
because  of  its  versatility.  You  can  do  a single  coin  or  groups  of  coins  just  by  changing  your  lens 
to  subject  distance  and  refocusing.  The  "unhandy"  side  is  the  price;  $200  to  $300  will  get  you 
one  of  these.  They  are  rare  in  VF35  to  EF40  so  you  will  probably  decide  on  buying  another  coin 
with  the  money  or  getting  serious  about  coin  photography  and  buy  an  UNC.  One  more  thing  of 
note  is  the  difference  between  50  mm.  and  90  mm.  in  the  macro.  (There  are  some  companies 
that  offer  100  mm.  or  105  mm.  macros.)  The  longer  focal  length  lens  (90  or  100)  will  let  you  get 
a greater  working  distance  between  the  lens  and  subject.  This  is  handy  in  some  cases  of  lighting 
your  coins. 

A bellows  is  the  fourth  thing  that  can  be  used  in  photographing  coins.  This  item  has  a lens 
mount  that  hooks  into  the  camera  body  and  another  lens  mount  to  put  your  lens  into.  In  between 
is  an  accordion-type  bellows  which  stretches  to  vary  the  distance  between  the  lens  and  camera 
body.  As  with  the  extension  tubes,  these  come  with  either  the  automatically  coupled  (more 
expensive)  and  manual  versions.  Manual  can  cost  as  little  as  $50  to  $100  (depending  on  the 
particular  camera  mount)  to  $150,  depending  on  how  much  a retailer  wants  to  discount.  Auto 
bellows  can  be  up  to  $300  in  some  cases.  The  bellows  will  also  let  you 

make  things  bigger  on  film  than  in  real  life.  This  piece  of  equipment  is  more  for  a specialist  or  student 
of  a certain  series.  If  you  want  to  fill  the  frame  with  just  the  date  on  a coin  the  bellows  is  what  you 
want. 
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Close-up  Accessories:  top,  macro  lens;  bottom 
left,  bellows;  bottom  right,  extension  tubes. 


To  recap  the  four  pieces  above,  I believe  that  most  people  can  do  with  just  a close-up  set.  The 
tubes  will  let  you  fill  the  frame  a little  better.  A macro  lens  is  real  nice,  but  you  can  also  get  a nice 
coin  for  the  same  money.  The  bellows  is  more  for  the  super-serious  or  bugs  (insects). 

Camera  holding  or  stabilizing  needs  a little  discussion  here.  It  is  very  hard  to  hand-hold  your 
camera  while  doing  close  critical  work.  There  are  a few  devices  to  help.  First  is  a tripod,  which  many 
people  already  have.  A little  trick  with  tripod  use  is  to  straddle  the  corner  of  a table  to  get  close 
enough  to  your  subject.  The  use  of  some  books  to  make  a variable  "stage"  to  raise  or  lower  the  coin 
is  helpful.  If  you  feel  creative  you  can  also  make  a simple  rig  like  the  one  I made  which  is  shown. 


Homemade  stand  with  my  camera 
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A few  pieces  of  scrap  wood  will  do  fine.  Assemble  them  in  a 90  degree  angle.  I used  four  bolts 
which  screw  into  threaded  inserts  to  make  for  easy  disassembly  for  air  travel.  You  can  nail  or  use 
wood  screws  for  permanent  home  use.  The  upright  on  mine  is  1 5 inches  and  the  bottom  or  stage 
is  1 2 inches.  These  measurements  are  very  flexible.  It  should  be  at  least  1 5 inches  tall  to  give 
enough  room  for  more  than  one  coin.  Several  holes  can  be  drilled  or  if  you  have  the  tools  a slot 
can  be  cut  for  a variable  distance  change.  To  attach  your  camera  go  to  the  hardware  store  and 
get  a 1/4  inch-20  TPI  (threads  per  inch)  bolt  and  several  washers.  It  should  be  long  enough  to  go 
through  your  wood  and  a quarter  inch  into  your  camera  tripod  hole.  In  the  photo  shown  I have 
the  luxury  of  having  a secondary  moveable  stage  under  my  camera.  The  thickness  of  the  wood 
can  be  from  one  to  one  and  a half  inches.  I also  installed  rubber  feet  on  the  bottom  in  case  the 
wood  warped.  All  of  this  should  be  well  under  ten  dollars  and  minimal  time  putting  together.  You 
will  notice  a flash  on  my  camera  which  will  be  discussed  later.  This  rig  can  easily  be  placed  near 
a window  for  easy  use  and  good  lighting. 


LIGHTING 

There  are  several  methods  of  acceptable  lighting.  I strongly  advocate  the  use  of  daylight. 
With  daylight  it  is  very  easy  to  get  even  lighting  and  good  exposures.  Copper  coins  are  a breed 
all  their  own.  One  variety  can  be  found  in  a number  of  different  colors.  Sometimes  a thousand 
words  can't  describe  the  certain  charm  of  a particular  shade  of  copper  color.  That  is  why  it  is 
important  to  have  your  light  properly  balanced  for  color  film  if  you  want  to  portray  the  coin  in  its 
true  color,  and  natural  daylight  with  daylight  film  offers  this.  Artifical  or  incandescent  light  can 
be  cumbersome,  hot,  and  cause  improper  color  balance  with  color  films.  A nice  window  sill  can 
be  used  to  put  a coin  rig  on  or  improvise  with  some  table  or  stand  near  a window.  When  using 
natural  light  rotate  your  coin  to  get  the  desired  highlights  on  the  areas  of  the  coin  that  are 
important  to  you. On  a draped  bust  you  might  prefer  the  light  from  1 2 o'clock  to  show  the  eye  or 
mouth  or  letter  detail.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  turn  the  coin  so  the  light  comes  from  the  nine 
o'clock  position,  you  will  get  nice  detail  of  the  vertical  strands  of  hair.  Experiment  and  look 
through  your  viewfinder  carefully  before  you  shoot  to  get  the  best  effect  for  your  own  personal 
taste. 


A couple  of  flood  lights  with  one  on  each  side  is  another  method.  This  entails  light  fixutres 
and  cords.  If  you  have  been  getting  acceptable  results  and  prefer  this  method  I can't  knock  it. 
Sometimes  a nice  window  is  not  available.  I will  discuss  the  bulbs  later. 


Ring  light  flash  from  the  front 
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Electronic  flash  is  a third  means  of  lighting  your  subject.  I have  had  success  using  two 
different  styles  of  flash.  The  first  is  by  using  a regular  flash  from  the  side.  I turned  the  flash 
upside  down  and  shot  straight  across  the  coin  from  the  side.  To  do  this  you  should  have  a 
synch  cord  for  hooking  the  flash  to  your  camera.  The  second  electronic  technique  is  also  a 
luxury,  this  being  the  ringlight  flash.  The  ringlight  is  an  electronic  flash  with  a flash  tube  that 
is  round  and  screws  into  the  front  of  your  lens.  The  problem  with  a top  mounted  flash  is  that 
when  close-up  work  is  being  done,  the  flash  and  the  lens  are  not  pointed  at  the  same  place. 
This  item  will  cost  you  over  200  dollars  and  again  is  rare  in  a used  department.  The  light 
from  this  can  be  a little  reflective  on  better  condition  coins.  For  my  use  which  is  primarily 
colonials  it  works  very  well.  I make  many  positive  film  prints  to  check  different  dies  and  letter 
punches.  With  any  flash  do  some  testing  by  changing  your  aperture;  changing  shutter  speed 
will  not  alter  your  exposure  with  flash,  and  you  might  not  get  anything  because  the  flash  did 
not  synchronize  with  your  shutter. 

In  any  case  make  sure  to  record  your  method  of  coin  photography,  for  when  you  hit 
it  just  the  way  you  like  it  you  can  repeat  it.  Daylight  seems  to  offer  the  most  flexibility  and 
ease  of  operation.  When  using  color  films,  daylight  offers  the  most  natural  color.  If  you  use 
color  print  film  and  incandescent  light  your  pictures  will  be  very  yellow  or  orange.  This 
problem  arises  because  most  color  film  is  made  to  be  used  (balanced)  for  daylight.  Any  kind 
of  light  will  do  for  black  and  white  since  no  color  is  involved.  For  color  photos  there  are 
special  balanced  photoflood  bulbs  if  you  have  to  use  artificial  light.  These  are  called  blue 
photofloods  and  are  usually  available  at  a photo  specialty  store.  Another  very  useful  and 
inexpensive  tool  is  a gray  card.  This  will  set  you  back  from  two  to  four  dollars.  Again  this 
is  an  item  found  in  a photo  store.  The  gray  card  is  a neutral  background  which  helps  your 
camera  meter  work  properly  and  also  helps  your  photofinisher  determine  the  color  of  your 
coins.  It  is  also  good  for  a light  meter  reading  with  B & W film,  or  any  film  for  that  matter. 
If  you  use  a white  background  your  camera  meter  will  be  fooled  by  the  contrast  of  your  coin 
to  the  background  area.  The  camera  thinks  it  is  too  bright  and  therefore  you  will  get  an 
underexposed  photo.  On  the  other  hand  if  you  use  black  for  the  background,  the  camera  will 
think  it  is  too  dark  and  you  will  end  up  overexposed.  If  you  know  how  to  outfool  your  camera 
and  adjust  for  this  lighting  mismatch,  you  can  get  let  down  by  your  photofinisher;  for  their 
equipment  is  also  fooled  in  the  same  manner.  By  taking  a light  meter  reading  off  the  gray 
card  you  eliminate  both  problems.  Let  your  photofinisher  know  what  your  subject  is  and  work 
together  to  obtain  the  best  results.  If  you  find  a good  lab,  stick  with  it.  By  doing  your  own 
darkroom  work,  this  problem  is  also  avoided. 

One  more  useful  item  is  a cable  release.  This  is  a remote  cord  or  wire  that  triggers  the 
shutter  on  your  camera.  On  most  models  that  are  older  or  a modern  manual  camera  the  fitting 
is  universal.  They  are  from  $5-$15  depending  on  length  and  quality.  Some  of  the  new 
models  that  are  auto  focus  and  auto  exposure  require  an  electronic  cord  made  only  by  the 
camera  manufacturer  and  costing  from  $20  to  $40.  A simple  and  less  expensive  option  is  to 
use  the  self  timer  on  the  camera.  It  works  just  as  well  since  your  subject  won't  be  moving 
around  on  its  own. 


WHAT  ABOUT  FILM? 

Your  choice  of  film  will  depend  on  your  desired  end  result  and  personal  taste.  There 
are  three  types  of  film  to  choose  from.  They  are  black  and  white,  color  print,  and  color  slide 
film.  Slide  film  is  also  known  as  transparency  or  positive  film.  Slide  film  is  made  primarily  for 
projection  with  a slide  projector.  This  is  very  useful  for  lectures  and  just  plain  seeing  your 
coins  four  feet  wide  in  your  own  home. 
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Black  and  white  film  offers  the  user  the  capability  of  easily  making  their  own 
enlargements  and  custom  printing.  In  most  cases  the  film  is  a little  less  in  price  than  color 
print  but  developing  is  about  30  to  40%  more,  because  B + W materials  are  more  expensive 
now.  By  doing  your  own  processing  you  can  lighten,  darken,  and  even  change  the  contrast 
to  individual  desire.  Many  publications  previously  wanted  B + W photos  for  reproduction,  but 
now  accept  color  prints  and  get  good  results.  Kodak,  Ilford,  and  Fuji  all  make  nice  B + W 
films.  The  speeds  available  are  100  and  400.  The  100  speed  film  is  a finer  grain  and  will 
enlarge  better.  I have  even  had  good  results  with  400  film.  In  the  last  few  years  Ilford  has 
come  out  with  a film  called  XP-2.  This  film  is  400  speed  and  is  processed  in  color  print  film 
chemicals.  If  you  need  quick  processing  you  can  take  it  to  a one  hour  lab.  Many  labs  are 
familiar  with  this  film  and  will  do  a good  job  printing  it.  Again,  if  you  find  a good  lab,  stick 
with  it.  Another  benefit  of  XP-2  is  that  you  can  print  this  film  on  conventional  B + W paper 
if  you  have  your  own  darkroom  set  up.  It  has  virtually  no  grain  in  it  at  all,  so  the  detail  is 
excellent. 

Color  print  film  is  nice  but  you  have  to  be  careful  in  the  original  light  source.  Many 
variations  of  color  can  be  had  depending  on  exposure,  light  source,  and  processing.  This  is 
where  the  use  of  natural  light  is  helpful.  All  current  35  mm.  color  print  film  is  color  balanced 
for  daylight.  Many  of  you  probably  have  had  some  pictures  come  back  from  processing  with 
an  orange  or  yellow  cast  to  them.  This  is  because  they  were  exposed  with  incandescent  or 
artificial  tungsten  light.  The  human  eye  can  adjust  to  change  in  color  temperature  and  adapt 
to  them  quickly;  color  print  film  does  not.  To  correct  this  situation  you  can  either  use  blue 
photoflood  bulbs  or  use  a blue  filter  on  the  front  of  your  camera  lens.  (This  filter  is  called  an 
80A  or  SOB.)  One  problem  with  blue  bulbs  is  that  the  color  is  variable  because  as  the  bulbs 
are  used  more,  the  color  value  changes.  In  using  a blue  filter  I have  had  difficulty  with 
consistency. 

B + W film  will  work  under  any  light  source  with  good  results.  I have  had  good  luck 
with  all  three  common  film  speeds-these  being  100,  200,  and  400.  Incidently  ISO 
(International  Standards  Organization)  and  ASA  (American  Standards  Association)  mean  the 
same  thing.  The  higher  the  speed  the  better  for  low  light  or  faster  action.  More  grain  and 
less  resolution  is  the  price  you  pay  for  the  higher  film  speed.  The  newest  versions  of  Kodak 
and  Fuji  will  give  excellent  results  even  with  the  400  film.  If  you  were  planning  on  making 
large  prints  (1 2 x 1 8 or  larger)  the  1 00  or  200  film  would  be  better  than  the  400  film.  Work 
with  your  photofinisher  to  get  the  best  results.  If  you  don't  get  good  results  and  you  think 
your  negatives  are  good,  then  try  somebody  else;  preferably  someone  you  can  talk  to. 

When  it  comes  to  slide  film  you  must  be  very  precise.  Slide  film  is  a good  test  of  your 
technique  and  your  light  meter.  There  is  very  little  latitude  with  this  film.  What  you  do  and 
expose  is  what  you  get.  Unlike  print  film  which  yields  a negative  and  then  a print,  slide  film 
is  film  you  get  back.  The  film  that  is  taken  from  the  camera  is  developed  and  then  cut  and 
put  into  2x2  plastic  or  cardboard  mounts.  If  there  is  too  much  light  your  slides  will  be 
overexposed  and  very  transparent.  On  the  other  hand  if  there  is  not  enough  light  the  slide  will 
be  very  dark  and  difficult  to  see  through.  About  Vi  to  1 stop  of  exposure  latitude  is  all  you 
will  get.  Print  film  will  give  1 - 3 stops  of  latitude.  One  advantage  to  slide  film  is  that 
tungsten  film  is  available.  This  film  will  let  your  shoot  with  the  correct  photoflood  bulbs  and 
give  the  right  color  every  time.  It  is  easier  to  make  a consistent  light  situation  with  this 
system.  Prints  from  slides  are  more  costly  than  from  negatives  and  can  vary  greatly 
depending  on  the  processor.  Kodak  has  just  come  out  with  a new  paper  for  printing  slides 
which  should  be  available  in  the  next  year.  In  most  cases  prints  from  color  negatives  will  be 
better  than  prints  from  slides.  The  new  paper  for  slide  printing  will  make  this  situation  better. 
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Kodalux  processing  is  highly  recommended  for  slide  processing  and  printing.  They 
offer  high  quality  and  the  best  care  of  your  films. 

Two  good  tungsten  slide  films  are  Kodachrome  40  which  requires  3400  degree 
photoflood  bulbs  and  Ektachrome  160  which  needs  3200  degree  photoflood  bulbs. 
Your  local  photo  shope  should  be  able  to  help  you  with  these  items.  If  you  use  either 
bulbs  with  the  wrong  film  there  isn't  a great  difference  and  you  should  get  acceptable 
results.  A gray  card  really  helps  when  determining  exposure  with  slide  film.  Take  a 
reading  off  the  gray  card  and  stick  with  it.  Some  coins  are  lighter  or  darker  and  the 
gray  card  will  make  sure  your  exposures  are  correct.  I have  always  had  great  success 
and  consistency  with  the  two  mentioned  slide  films. 

Daylight  slide  films  work  very  well  also.  Kodak  Kodachrome  64  or  200  is  very 
nice.  Fuji  makes  a new  slide  film  called  Velvia  which  is  50  speed  and  they  also  have 
Fujichrome  100.  Both  have  given  good  results.  Some  additional  photos  are  included 
at  the  end  for  illustrating  a few  points  mentioned  in  this  article.  I hope  it  was  of  some 
help. 


SOME  REMINDERS 

Record  your  methods  and  exposures  so  you  can  repeat  the  good  results. 

Find  a good  lab  and  stick  with  it.  It  might  cost  a little  more,  but  it  is  worth  it. 

Make  sure  your  film  speed  is  set  right  and  check  your  exposure  and  batteries. 
Carefully  check  focus  and  make  sure  what  you  want  is  in  the  viewfinder. 

The  use  of  a millimeter  scale  is  helpful  with  colonial  coins  because  of  their  variation 
in  planchet  size. 

If  anybody  needs  further  help  please  contact  me  at: 


TONY  CARLO TTO 
P.O.  BOX  594 
SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 


Fraction  from  S-240  showing  close-up  capability 
with  extension  tubes  and  macro  lens  combined 
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Vermont  Ryder-2  with  flash 


Vermont  Ryder-2  with  natural 
light  from  the  left  side 


************* 
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A Proposal  Concerning  Reverse  Rotation  Terminology 

Red  Henry 


Ed  Price,  in  his  interesting  letter  in  the  July  P-W,  raised  a good  point  which  I have  thought  about 
for  a while:  What  “uniform  nomenclature”  can  we  all  use  when  speaking  of  coin  reverse  rotation? 

It’s  easy  enough  to  make  a rough  description  of  reverse  rotation:  just  turn  your  coin  over,  top  to 
bottom,  and  estimate  the  position  of  the  top  of  the  reverse  die  according  to  clock  hand  position:  for 
example,  about  6:30  (for  some  S-276’s)  or  about  10:30  or  1 1 :00  (for  an  S-266).  This  method  is  easy 
and  natural,  but  it  lacks  precision.  It's  necessary  to  express  units  in  degrees  in  order  to  achieve  the 
specific  designations  necessary  for  research  such  as  Fred  Iskra  performed  for  his  already-classic 
article,  “S-276  Die  States  and  Rotations”. 


Fred  used  a 360°-clockwise  system  in  designating 
the  quadrants  of  the  reverse,  but  then  he  chose  to 
express  reverse  rotation  from  0°  to  180°  either  clock- 
wise or  counterclockwise,  whichever  was  closer.  This 
system  has  two  big  advantages:  (1)  a natural  starting 
point,  since  he  began  at  the  usual  or  "normal"  top  of  the 
reverse  in  expressing  rotations,  and  (2)  precision, 
since  it  is  expressed  in  degrees,  and  he  took  great 
care  in  the  measurements;  but  I took  some  extra  time 
in  getting  used  to  regarding  rotations  as  either  clock- 
wise or  counterclockwise,  instead  of  in  only  one  direc- 
tion. (See  Figure  1 .) 

The  approach  proposed  by  Cory  Gillilland-to  put 
the  rotation  measurement  system’s  zero-point  oppo- 
site the  top  of  the  obverse  die-would  be  satisfactory, 
if  we  were  examining  recent  British  or  Canadian  coin- 
age, which  puts  the  top  of  the  reverse  opposite  the  top 
of  the  obverse.  But  we’re  not  studying  that  coinage, 
we’re  examining  early  American  copper.  In  this  case 
Gill  illand’s  system  has  a great  disadvantage,  because 
its  "zero  point"  is  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  and  not 
where  the  top  of  the  reverse  should  be!-and  that  is  the 
starting  point  we’re  interested  in.  If  we  are  examining 
an  American  coin  reverse,  the  Gillilland  system  puts 
180°  at  the  normal  tO£,  0°  at  the  bottom,  and  then 
counts  backwards  (counterclockwise)!  This  system’s 
advantage  is  that  it  measures  rotation  continuously 
around  360°.  (See  Figure  2 for  a depiction  of  this 
system,  looking  at  the  reverse  with  top  up.) 

A rotation  designation  is  needed  which  (a)  is  ori- 
ented toward  United  States  coinage,  and  early  copper 
in  particular,  and  (b)  is  measured  in  precise 
units-degrees-in  a natural  and  mutually-agreeable 
direction.  Here’s  a proposal  for  a simple  "compass" 
measurement  system  which  would  satisfy  these  two 
requirements: 


Degrees 
Counter 
Clock 
wise 


Figure  1 : 
Iskra  system 


Degrees 
Clock- 
30“  \wise 


150“  150 

180 


Figure  2; 
Gillilland  system 
(viewed  from  reverse) 


Degrees 

Counter-Clockwise 
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(1) 


Take  as  the  "zero  point"  the  spot  at  which  the  top  of  the  reverse  die  is  normally 
placed-precisely  opposite  the  bottom  of  the  obverse.  The  usual  reverse  top  position,  with 
no  deviation  from  normal,  would  be  at  zero  degrees,  as  in  Fred  Iskra's  system. 


(2)  Measure  reverse  rotation  by  degrees  clockwise  from 
the  top,  going  all  the  way  around  to  360°.  Is  the  top 
of  the  reverse  pointing  towards  3:00?  That's  90°. 
Towards  6:00?  That's  180°.  Towards  11:00? 
That's  330°.  Past  6:30  but  not  to  7:00  ? That's 
probably  200°  or  205°  --  get  a Rota-Flip  or  some  other 
means  of  measuring  it  exactly.  (See  Figure  3.) 

Now  we  have  the  advantages  of  the  Iskra  system, 
putting  "zero"  at  the  top  and  measuring  precisely,  with  the 
advantage  of  the  Gillilland  system,  which  reads  from  0°  to 
360°.  Note  that  we  do  not  know  in  which  direction  the 
reverse  die  rotated  to  reach  its  position--if  the  rotation  is  358° 
for  example,  the  die  may  well  have  rotated  to  the  right  and 
gone  the  long  way  around  to  get  there-but  we're  not 
conjecturing  where  the  die  had  gone,  we're  simply  specifying 
where  the  die  was  when  the  coin  was  struck. 


FIGURE  3: 

Proposed  "Compass"  System 


In  this  "compass"  system,  we  have  a logical  reference 
point,  and  a single  direction  of  measurement.  There  is  no 
measurement  in  two  directions,  there  is  no  upside-down 
starting  point.  I believe  that  this  is  easier  to  learn  and  use 
than  the  other  systems.  As  an  additional  advantage  any 

pilots  among  EAC  members  (I  suspect  there  are  quite  a few)  should  fall  into  this  system  by  second 
nature;  they  already  use  it,  but  perhaps  not  on  coins. 


This  seems  good  to  me-What  do  you  think?  Which  of  these  three  systems  (or  which 
others)  would  make  sense  to  you?  Ed  Price  was  right-lf  we're  going  to  be  seriously  studying 
rotations,  we  need  to  have  a common  approachl 


*»**»*«««***« 

DOES  AN  11 -STAR  1808  S-277  EXIST? 

Jim  Hart 

I recently  purchased  the  unusual  1 1 Vi  star  S-277  from  the  McCawley-Grellman  Early  Copper 
Auction  #8,  lot  1 85.  This  coin  previously  appeared  in  the  Robinson  sale,  lot  621 , 1 /89  — see  photos 
in  both  catalogs.  I compared  this  piece  to  another  later  die  state  piece  that  I upgraded.  The  later  die 
state  has  two  tips  of  the  1 2"'  star  just  barely  visible,  a larger  cud  at  D in  UNITED,  weaker  S and  second 
T in  STATES,  with  the  first  T and  A completely  missing.  I wonder  if  any  EAC  member  has  ever  seen 
an  1 1 , or  even  a 1 0’/a  star  coin? 

Editor's  comment:  Jim's  question  is  a good  one.  A comparable  1 1 Yj  star  coin  appeared  in  the 
1993  EAC  Sale  (lot  61).  It's  been  my  observation  that  many  of  these  late  state  S-277's  are  slightly 
off  center,  with  no  protective  rim  at  8 o'clock  on  the  obverse  — a factor  tending  to  promote  excess 
wear  of  the  star  at  the  position.  I own  an  S-277  in  the  VF-30  to  35  range,  similarly  weak  at  "TA"  on 
the  reverse,  but  with  the  1 2'^  star  quite  clear.  So  how  much  is  die  wear,  and  how  much  is  circulation 
wear  — THAT  seems  to  be  the  question.  If  anyone  owns  an  " 1 1 -star"  S-277,  please  report  the  grade, 
as  well. 
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IS  THIS  A LINT  MARK? 

Jules  Reiver 


A young  collector,  Jim  Lore,  has  a beautiful  large  cent  with  something  different  on  it. 
The  coin  is  an  1856  N3,  in  AU  condition. 

At  first  glance  there  seems  to  be  a counterstamp  on  the  obverse  just  below  the  ear. 
There  seems  to  be  nothing  inside  the  depressed  area,  and  the  area  on  the  reverse  behind  the 
depression  seems  to  be  perfect.  If  the  coin  had  received  a counterstamp,  there  would  be  a 
slight  bulge  on  the  reverse  directly  under  it. 

If  it  is  not  a counterstamp,  it  could  be  a "lint  mark,"  the  lint  in  this  case  being  a piece 
of  scrap  metal.  I have  seen  coins  with  lint  marks,  usually  from  a wire-like  scrap  of  metal 
having  been  embedded  in  the  coin  during  striking,  then  falling  out.  I have  a large  cent  which 
was  struck  with  a red  fiber  washer,  almost  the  diameter  of  the  cent,  in  the  coin  just  inside  the 
dentils.  Over  the  years,  part  of  the  fiber  has  fallen  out,  but  half  of  it  is  still  embedded. 

If  anyone  has  a suggestion  as  to  what  other  possibility  exists  for  this  new  find,  Jim  and 
I would  like  to  hear  of  it.  Please  write  to  Jules  Reiver,  1802  Forrest  Road,  Wilmington,  DE 
19810-4319. 


«»««««#«««*«« 
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WASHINGTON  - LAFAYETTE  COUNTERSTAMP  INFORMATION  WANTED 

Q.  David  Bowers 


My  research  on  counterstamps  applied  to  large  cents  (primarily)  and  other  coins  during 
Lafayette's  visit  to  America  in  1 824-1 825  is  drawing  to  a close.  Unfortunately,  I have  been 
able  to  locate  no  specific  information  as  to  why  coins  were  counterstamped,  despite  reading 
quite  a few  original  articles  and  later  studies  about  Lafayette. 

Frank  Duffield  editor  of  The  Numismatist,  in  his  1 900-1 921  series,  "A  Trial  List  of  the 
Countermarked  Modern  Coins  of  the  World,"  suggests  that  cents,  half  dollars,  and  other 
pieces  were  counterstamped  bearing  the  images  of  Lafayette  and  Washington,  and  thrown 
from  carriages  during  parades.  However,  it  seems  to  me  that  as  a half  dollar  represented  a 
day's  pay  for  an  average  working  person  in  1824,  the  scenario  of  throwing  pieces  to  the 
public  strains  credulity.  Others  have  suggested  that  the  counterstamps  were  made  to  be 
worn  in  parades  honoring  Lafayette.  If  this  were  the  case,  then  most  of  them  would  be  holed 
or  have  loops  at  the  top  of  the  coins,  which  is  not  verified  by  the  fact.  Today,  only  a small 
fraction  of  the  pieces  show  evidence  of  mounting. 

Popular  numismatic  tradition  has  it  that  the  dies  were  cut  by  Charles  Cushing  Wright, 
and  that  the  striking  was  done  by  the  firm  of  Wright  & Bale,  of  New  York  City.  However,  as 
the  firm  and  Wright  & Bale  was  not  in  business  until  1 828  at  the  earliest,  someone  else  must 
have  done  the  striking. 


I have,  however,  positively  identified  the  portrait  as  being  the  work  of  Charles  Cushing 
Wright.  In  James  Ross  Snowden's  book,  A Description  of  the  Medals  of  Washington,  by  J. 
B.  Lippincott  & Co.,  1861,  a similar  style  is  listed  on  page  36  as  Snowden's  No.  29,  is 
described  as;  "unfinished  medal,  by  C.  C.  Wright,  an  undraped  bust  of  Washington,  facing 
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the  left."  The  piece  is  illustrated  on  Plate  IX  of  the  same  reference.  It  is  worth 
noting  that  the  Washington  Cabinet  at  the  United  States  Mint,  dedicated  on 
Washington's  birthday,  February  22,  1860,  possessed  among  its  treasures  an 
1819  large  cent  counterstamped  with  Washington  and  Lafayette  dies.  This  is 
described  in  Snowden's  1861  book  as  No.  65  and  is  illustrated  on  Plate  XV.  The 
host  coin  appears  to  be  in  Very  Fine  grade,  with  ample  evidence  of  wear. 

Incidentally,  James  Ross  Snowden,  who  served  as  director  of  the  mint  from 
1 853  to  1861,  was  a numismatist  in  his  own  right,  produced  two  important  books 
on  the  subject,  and  was  probably  the  most  enlightened  director  of  the  Mint  we 
have  ever  had,  from  a numismatic  viewpoint.  Much  has  been  written  about 
Snowden's  tenure,  including  the  manufacture  of  Class  II  and  III  1804  novodel 
silver  dollars,  the  restriking  of  rarities,  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents,  and  the  like;  but 
the  fact  remains  that  he  was  a coin  collector  himself,  enjoyed  numismatics,  and 
did  much  to  add  to  the  Mint  Collection.  After  he  left  the  Mint  in  1861  he  kept  up 
his  numismatic  contacts  and  memberships. 

Back  to  the  subject  of  Charles  Cushing  Wright,  he  has  widely  been 
considered  to  be  the  most  artistic,  talented  diesinker  of  the  early  1 9*'’  century. 
Numerous  of  his  medals  are  nothing  short  of  marvelous,  witness  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  medal  he  created  in  the  early  1 850s,  a few  years  before  his  death 
(1854).  Probably  the  earliest  notable  medal  he  ever  created  was  that  struck  in 
1 826  to  commemorate  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal.  On  one  side  are  shown 
the  allegorical  figures  of  Pan  and  Neptune,  and  on  the  other  an  eagle  perched  on 
a half-globe,  and  some  views  of  the  Erie  Canal  itself.  Relatively  little  has  ever 
appeared  in  print  concerning  the  biography  of  Wright,  which  makes  it  an 
interesting  research  project  today.  I have  spent  several  years  tracking  down 
biographical  information,  and  at  some  future  time  may  write  a small  book  or  study 
on  the  subject.  At  this  point,  I probably  know  all  that  I need  to  know  about 
Wright's  personal  life,  but  what  I need  is  numismatic  documentation  apart  from 
that  found  in  standard  reference  works. 

Assuming  that  Wright  engraved  the  dies  for  the  Washington  - Lafayette 
counterstamp,  I now  make  a few  comments  concerning  the  coins  on  which  the 
dies  were  impressed.  Nearly  all  known  examples  are  on  large  cents  or  half  dollars. 
Nearly  all  of  the  half  dollars  are  dated  1824,  indicating  that  an  effort  was  made 
sometime  in  1824  (Lafayette  arrived  in  America  in  August)  to  acquire  pieces  of 
current  date.  There  are  a few  exceptions,  but  not  many.  On  the  other  hand,  I am 
not  aware  of  any  1824  large  cent  with  the  counterstamp.  The  latest  date  I know 
of  is  1824/2  a specimen  of  which  appeared  in  a New  Netherlands  auction  a few 
years  back.  Most  dates  seem  to  be  circa  1816  - 1820.  Perhaps  this  means  that 
in  the  late  summer  or  early  autumn  of  1 824,  cents  bearing  the  1 824  date  had  not 
yet  been  released  or  were  not  generally  available.  I will  have  to  check  with  R.  W. 
Julian,  who  knows  quite  a bit  about  such  things,  and  ascertain  the  delivery  dates 
of  1824  cents.  Perhaps  this  may  provide  a clue. 
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I am  illustrating  in  conjunction  with  this  request  for  information,  two  coin  pictures,  a 
counterstamp  on  an  1817  13-stars  cent  and  one  on  an  1824  half  dollar.  Nearly  all  of  the 
counterstamps  — the  illustrated  1 824  half  dollar  being  an  exception  — depicted  Washington 
on  the  obverse  and  Lafayette  on  the  reverse.  Why  this  is,  I don't  know,  especially  since  the 
event  being  commemorated  was  Lafayette's  visit,  and  the  date  1824  appears  under 
Lafayette's  portrait. 

In  the  1820s  Charles  Cushing  Wright  was  a professional  engraver  of  bank  notes 
(primarily)  and  medals.  Certainly,  he  did  not  create  the  dies  for  altruistic  reasons.  There  must 
have  been  a commercial  connection.  It  seems  likely  that  they  were  done  on  commission  for 
a patron,  as  there  would  be  no  reason  why  Wright  on  his  own  would  have  peddled 
counterstamped  coins.  He  was  too  busy  doing  other  things. 

History  records  a number  of  important  receptions  for  Lafayette,  one  of  them  being  in 
Castle  Garden  in  New  York  City,  attended  by  thousands.  I suspect,  but  have  no  proof,  that 
these  counterstamps  were  issued  for  distribution  at  a specific  reception  or  event  such  as  this, 
and  were  sold  at  a premium.  Perhaps  the  counterstamps  on  cents  were  sold  for  just  a small 
amount  of  money,  making  it  possible  for  just  about  anyone  to  purchase  one,  while  the 
counterstamp  on  a half  dollar  — which  at  the  time  was  the  largest  coin  of  the  realm  (silver 
dollars  having  been  last  minted  two  decades  earlier),  would  have  sold  for  more,  say  75  cents 
or  $1,  and  would  have  been  a commemorative  in  its  finest  form.  From  time  to  time  it  has 
been  suggested  that  these  pieces  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  I discard  this  theory, 
on  the  grounds  that  if  this  were  the  case,  certainly  all  impressions  would  have  been  made  on 
the  1 824-dated  coins,  rather  than  pieces  of  earlier  dates  which  were  taken  from  circulation. 

In  a capsule  you  now  have  an  overview  of  the  Washington  - Lafayette  counterstamp 
as  I know  it,  and  a report  of  the  research  in  progress.  I would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any 
read  of  Penny-Wise  who  has  specimens  of  the  counterstamp  coinage,  or  other  ideas  to 
contribute. 


«**«««««***»* 
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COLONIAL  COIN  COLLECTORS  CLUB  FORMS 

Jeff  Rock 


The  field  of  colonial  coins  has  experienced  a phenomenal  growth  in  recent  years,  a 
growth  that  is  easily  seen  in  the  pages  of  Penny-Wise,  where  there  may  have  been  one  or  two 
articles  a year  dealing  with  early  American  coins.  Now  there  are  usually  two  or  three  such 
articles  each  issue,  and  a good  number  of  the  pieces  offered  in  the  "Swaps  & Sales"  section 
are  from  this  period. 

With  the  growing  number  of  collectors  interested  in  colonial  coinages,  it's  not  too 
surprising  that  the  next  logical  step  has  been  taken,  the  formation  of  a club  to  address  the 
needs  of  the  membership.  The  club  was  started  at  last  year's  ANA  Convention,  where 
Michael  Hodder,  Tom  Rinaldo,  Don  Scarinci  and  this  writer  sat  down  and  brainstormed  about 
the  future  of  colonial  collecting. 

Though  we  discussed  the  matter  from  time  to  time,  little  was  done  until  this  year's 
ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore.  We  announced  a meeting  of  the  still  unformed  club,  and  were 
pleasantly  surprised  that  over  60  people  showed  up-not  bad  for  an  organization  that  didn't 
even  exist!  Different  ideas  were  discussed,  and  a few  votes  were  taken.  All  but  three 
collectors  wanted  a distinct  club  (not  just  being  part  of  EAC  or  The  Colonial  Newsletter),  and 
all  in  attendance  wanted  a separate  journal  that  reflected  a more  "chatty"  view  of  the  hobby- 
club  news,  auction  reviews,  notes  of  new  discoveries  and  cherry-picked  varieties,  original 
articles  and  the  like.  All  members  expressed  an  interest  in  continuing  the  close  ties  that  are 
shared  with  both  EAC  and  CNL;  it  is  expected  that  the  newsletter  for  the  new  club  will  not 
substantially  alter  the  number  of  colonial-related  articles  appearing  in  the  publications  of  either 
of  these  organizations. 

After  the  meeting,  a hat  was  passed  around  with  the  suggestion  that  members  donate 
$2  apiece  to  pay  for  postage  and  printing  costs.  A formal  dues  structure  will  be  put  to  a vote 
by  the  membership  at  a later  date. 

At  a steering  committee  meeting  later  that  night,  temporary  officers  were  appointed, 
as  well  as  a bylaws  committee,  with  elected  officers  to  be  installed  at  next  year's  ANA 
Convention.  Michael  Hodder  was  appointed  president  and  the  treasurer  pro-tem,  John 
Kraljevich,  Jr.  was  appointed  historian  and  secretary.  In  addition,  five  regional  "vice 
presidents"  were  also  selected,  each  of  which  will  organize  club  meetings  in  their  geographical 
regions.  They  are  Tom  Rinaldo  of  Bolinas,  California;  Mary  Sauvain  of  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado;  Bill  Swoger  of  Lake  Odessa,  Michigan;  John  Griffee  of  Kure  Beach,  North  Carolina 
and  Donald  Scarinci  of  Littleton,  New  Jersey. 

Borrowing  a page  from  EAC,  regional  meetings  of  the  club  have  been  scheduled  for  the 
FUN  Convention  in  January,  at  all  of  the  Long  Beach  shows,  the  East  Coast  Expo,  the  Bay 
State  show  and  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society  convention.  Dates  and  times  will  be 
announced  by  the  club,  and  will  also  appear  in  the  programs  of  these  conventions.  Everyone 
is  welcome  to  attend. 

The  club  now  stands  at  over  1 00  people,  and  the  first  issue  of  the  club  newsletter  has 
just  been  issued.  Called  the  C4  Newsletter  (which  is  shorthand  for  Colonial  Coin  Collectors 
Club  Newsletter),  the  first  issue  was  produced  entirely  by  Michael  Hodder.  The  eleven-page 
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journal  will  be  sent  to  all  new  members  who  join  the  club  prior  to  the  issuance  of 
the  second  newsletter.  After  that  time  new  members  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  an 
original  issue. 

For  additional  information  about  the  club,  please  contact  Michael  J.  Hodder 
at  HC  69,  Box  606,  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894. 


PENNY-WISE  CD  ROM  PROJECT 


During  the  past  year,  there  has  been  increasing  interest  and  several 
proposals  made  to  scan  all  of  the  past  issues  of  Penny-Wise  onto  a CD  ROM  disc. 
The  disc  could  then  be  sold  to  interested  members  of  EAC  and  others.  Depending 
on  the  method  used,  high  quality  images,  as  well  as  random  access  indexing, 
could  be  incorporated  into  the  project. 

As  part  of  our  pursuit  of  this  project,  I would  currently  like  to  solicit 
proposals  from  all  individuals  who  are  interested  in  producing  such  a project.  The 
proposals  could  be  commercial  or  volunteer.  We  currently  have  one  proposal  of 
each  type. 

We  are  also  interested  in  hearing  about  what  features  should  be  incorporated 
into  the  CD  ROM  project. 

People  interested  in  producing  a CD  ROM,  as  described  above,  should 
contact  me  in  writing  immediately.  In  addition,  I would  like  to  ask  members  to 
send  their  suggestions  as  to  the  format  and  information  that  should  be  included 
in  the  Penny-Wise  CD  ROM  project. 


Phil  Ralls 
Box  631 

1 200  North  State  Street 
L.A.,  CA  90033 
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1817,  A VERY  INTERESTING  YEAR 

Jay  Miller 


My  wife  works  in  the  local  library,  and  she  presented  me  with  a few  facts  on  what 
happened  in  this  year  historically.  (She  probably  got  her  information  from  the  same  book  that 
John  Wright  used  for  his,  The  Cent  Book.) 

• The  first  steam  ferry  went  into  service  between  Manhattan  and  Staten  Island. 

• The  Conestoga  wagon  covered  the  90  miles  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York  in  3 
days.  That  feat  earned  it  the  name  "the  flying  machine." 

• The  Cumberland  Road  reached  west  to  Wheeling,  VA,  on  the  Ohio  River.  The  road  was 
30  feet  wide,  and  made  of  gravel  on  a stone  base. 

• The  Seminole  War  began  in  Georgia. 

• The  Ohio  Indians  signed  a treaty  giving  up  their  remaining  4 million  acres  to  the  United 
States. 

• Construction  started  on  the  Erie  Canal  in  New  York. 

My  collection  of  1817  cents  has  66  coins  in  it  as  of  this  date.  All  varieties  are  listed, 
and  several  die  states  are  listed  within  each  die  variety.  Dr.  Sheldon  liked  to  refer  to  1817 
as  the  "1794  of  the  Late  Dates."  Some  varieties  in  this  year  have  a thicker  planchet  than 
normal,  and  look  almost  as  wide  as  a 1 794.  I personally  have  not  seen  this  occur  in  any  other 
year  in  the  middle  date  series.  Some  1 81 7's  in  my  collection  will  literally  stand  on  end.  The 
varieties  involved,  with  this  characteristic,  that  I have  seen  are  the  N-3,  N-5,  and  N-7.  Other 
varieties  may  also  have  this  capability,  but  I am  involving  coins  in  my  collection  only. 

Most  varieties  of  1817  large  cents  are  fairly  common,  and  easily  attainable.  All  but 
the  N-14  are  scarce,  in  grades  AU  or  above.  The  N-14  is  part  of  the  Randall  Hoard,  and  can 
be  found  at  reasonable  prices,  and  in  MS  or  AU  grades  quite  readily.  Some  people  think  that 
the  N-13  was  also  part  of  the  Randall  Hoard.  If  so,  they  are  much  harder  to  come  by,  and 
more  "spendy"  than  the  N-14's.  Any  of  the  other  varieties,  if  found  in  MS  or  AU  condition, 
will  be  priced  at  varying  ranges  of  low  four  figures.  Some  varieties  such  as  the  N-1 , N-2,  N-4, 
N-7,  N-1  2,  or  N-1 7 will  be  priced  at  levels  higher,  if  you  can  find  one  available. 

One  very  interesting  "quirk"  of  the  1817  series  is  something  called  the  "mouse  top." 
Four  varieties  can  be  found  with  a "mouse"  break  below  the  eighth  star.  The  varieties  are  the 
N-3,  N-7,  N-8,  and  the  N-9.  This  break  is  found  in  the  latest  state  of  the  obverse  dies  used 
on  these  varieties.  The  break  comes  in  various  sizes  and  shapes  depending  on  the  variety 
involved.  All  "mouse  tops"  in  high  grade  are  "spendy"  and  can  be  hard  to  come  by.  All  of 
the  above  varieties  can  also  be  found  without  the  break  below  the  eighth  star. 

I personally  have  seen  only  two  N-7's  without  the  break.  John  Wright  had  one 
displayed  at  EAC  in  Orlando  in  1990,  but  others  have  been  offered  for  sale  at  various  times. 
A N-7  without  the  break  will  be  expensive  if  you  can  find  one  for  sale,  and  there  are  few,  as 
the  die  failed  very  early  in  its  use.  While  attending  EAC  '93  in  Dallas  this  year,  I was 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  fellow  EAC'er  Don  Weathers.  Don  "cherried"  a N-7  (no  mouse) 
recently  and  brought  it  to  the  show  for  authentication  by  John  Wright.  After  viewing  the  coin 
I made  Don  an  offer,  and  he  subsequently  sold  me  this  specimen.  This  coin  is  a welcome 
addition  to  my  collection,  as  I really  had  no  immediate  ambitions  to  try  to  acquire  one. 
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This  brings  up  an  interesting  point.  Several  years  ago  I purchased  an  1817  N-6  in 
grade  VF-30  from  Rod  Burress.  This  coin  had  been  owned  previously  by  Bob  Matthews.  This 
coin  was  "choice"  and  had  no  problems.  When  I examined  the  coin  it  appeared  to  be  a very 
late  state  of  the  obverse  die.  The  stars  were  starting  to  draw  to  the  rim  etc.  Also,  I felt  that 
I was  able  to  see  a slight  raised  area  in  the  exact  shape  of  the  mouse  break  on  the  N-7  below 
the  eighth  star.  At  that  time  in  my  "tenure"  in  this  hobby  I dismissed  this  fact,  and  traded  the 
coin  to  Tom  Reynolds  on  a N-6  in  grade  MS-60.  Tom  was  not  able  to  see  what  I Thought  I 
saw,  and  has  since  sold  the  coin.  Now  that  I own  a N-7  (no  mouse),  I believe  that  the  N-6 
(that  was  sold)  was  struck  after  my  N-7.  Is  it  possible  that  the  N-7's  (no  mouse)  were  struck 
before  some  N-6's?  (N-6  early,  N-7  no  mouse,  N-6  late,  N-7  mouse)  Whoever  purchased  a 
N-6  in  grade  VF-30  from  Tom  Reynolds  approximately  two  years  ago  may  have  the  answer. 

The  N-7  has  the  largest  "mouse,"  and  can  be  seen  very  plainly  even  on  low  grade 
specimens.  Most  N-7's  with  the  "mouse"  are  low  grade,  and  are  readily  available  if  one  is 
desired.  Be  prepared  to  spend  "major"  money  if  you  desire  a nice  high  grade  specimen.  XF 
coins  have  sold  recently  for  near  $3,000. 

I personally  feel  that  the  N-3  is  the  most  difficult  variety  to  locate  with  the  "mouse" 
break.  Since  1985  I have  personally  seen  two  examples,  and  I purchased  them  both.  This 
variety  will  be  very  expensive  if  you  have  the  opportunity  to  purchase  a high  grade  specimen. 
Count  on  spending  a medium  four  figures  if  you  are  looking  to  acquire  one.  One  this  variety 
the  break  looks  like  a small  triangle  sitting  on  the  head  below  the  eighth  star. 

The  N-8  is  very  common  with  the  "mouse  break,"  and  the  break  looks  like  a finger 
pointing  from  the  head  below  the  eighth  star.  Once  again,  this  variety  can  be  located  quite 
easily  in  low  grade.  Middle  grade  or  high  grade  pieces  take  a little  bit  of  time,  but  can  be 
found.  Only  a slight  premium  over  the  normal  early  state  price  will  need  to  be  paid  to  acquire 
one  of  these. 

The  N-9  with  a "mouse"  is  the  only  variety  in  which  the  break  actually  looks  like  the 
"namesake."  Uncirculated  or  choice  AU  pieces  can  be  purchased  at  a premium.  Lower  grade 
specimens  will  also  cost  a slight  premium  over  early  state  coins  from  this  variety.  A N-9  with 
the  "mouse"  is  a popular  variety,  and  is  in  demand.  Each  of  the  above  "mouse  tops"  can  also 
be  obtained  in  the  "peeking"  die  state.  This  is  a state  of  the  die  prior  to  the  normally  seen  late 
die  state  with  the  large  obverse  break.  I personally  own  an  N-3  and  an  N-8  with  a small 
"peeking  mouse." 

No  one  knows  why  the  year  1817  is  the  only  Large  Cent  with  this  interesting  feature. 
Four  dies  in  this  year  failed  in  this  manner,  and  this  did  not  occur  in  any  other  year  of  the 
whole  series.  To  my  knowledge  no  one  has  explained  why  this  phenomenon  occurred.  I 
could  only  speculate. 

One  interesting  event  in  my  collecting  1817  cents  happened  to  me  when  I received  the 
Jack  Robinson  Sale  Catalogue  from  Superior.  I looked  through  the  catalogue  to  see  what 
coins  I wanted  to  bid  on,  and  came  across  the  N-12  with  the  three  star  break.  As  Tom 
Reynolds  was  going  to  bid  on  my  behalf  at  this  sale,  I promptly  called  him  and  gave  him  my 
"generous"  bid  of  $125  for  this  coin.  At  that  time  I was  using  the  "Redbook"  for  my  bid 
prices,  and  thought  my  bid  was  generous,  as  this  publication  had  the  coin  at  a value  of  $10. 
After  Tom  quit  laughing,  and  got  back  into  his  chair,  he  advised  me  that  this  coin  would  sell 
for  well  into  the  four-figure  range.  (He  was  right).  Needless  to  say,  I do  not  own  the  coin 
today,  but  I did  have  the  opportunity  to  see  it  at  EAC  1989  in  Cincinnati  when  Dennis 
Mendleson  had  it  on  display. 
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The  N-17  is  the  rarest  coin  in  the  whole  series,  but  can  be  found  at  reasonable  prices 
in  lower  grades.  It  is  unusual  to  find  this  coin  in  choice  condition  regardless  of  the  grade. 
Various  states  of  the  reverse  die  from  a fine  crack  to  a full  cud  can  be  located,  but  if  the  coin 
is  choice,  middle  grade  or  high  grade  pieces  will  be  hard  to  come  by.  Any  N-17  in  choice 
condition  will  sell  for  a strong  price,  and  is  a desirable  addition  to  your  set,  as  serious 
collectors  may  have  several  coins  of  this  variety  in  their  collections. 

Another  desirable  coin  in  the  1817  series  is  the  N-1  6.  This  coin  is  the  only  large  cent 
in  the  whole  series  that  has  1 5 stars  on  the  obverse  instead  of  the  normal  1 3.  A N-1  6 in  low 
grade  can  be  found  readily,  but  one  in  choice  high  grade  condition  can  be  a challenge  to 
obtain.  The  reason  for  15  stars  instead  of  the  normal  13  can  be  answered  only  with 
speculation  on  my  part.  In  this  period  of  time  the  U.S.  Mint  was  not  known  for  its  quality 
workmanship,  and  several  errors  were  made  during  the  minting  process.  The  stars  are  not 
spaced  evenly,  and  the  engraver  may  have  been  just  trying  to  fill  up  the  space  available  on 
the  obverse  die.  Most  collectors  try  to  obtain  a specimen  from  this  die  for  their  collections, 
and  will  pay  a premium  for  a choice  high  grade  or  middle  grade  example. 

So  far  in  my  endeavors  to  obtain  a high  grade  set  of  1817's,  the  N-4  has  been  the 
most  elusive  variety.  The  N-4  is  a R-4  coin,  and  a high  grade  specimen  has  not  been  offered 
to  me  for  purchase.  I have  not  even  had  the  opportunity  to  view  a coin  above  grade  VF-35. 
On  this  variety,  the  crack  through  the  bottom  of  the  date  grows  from  a fine  crack,  to  a very 
bold  one  on  later  die  states.  In  my  current  set  of  1817's  this  variety  is  the  lowest  grade  of 
my  whole  set. 

A series  by  die  variety  for  the  year  1817  is  a challenge  for  any  collector  to  assemble 
in  high  grade.  "Serious"  money  will  have  to  be  spent  to  reach  this  goal.  This  year  (1817)  of 
the  Large  Cent  series  is  very  interesting,  a pleasure  to  own  and  to  build.  It  very  well  can 
become  a lifetime  hunt  to  assemble  a set  of  high  grade  Condition  Census  pieces. 


AN  INTERESTING  POSSIBILITY 

John  Kraljevich,  Jr.  NLG 


Some  of  you  reading  this  may  have  gotten  to  Baltimore  for  the  ANA,  and  some  of  that 
group  may  have  heard  me  in  the  Numismatic  Theatre.  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  didn't 
hear  me.  I'd  like  to  introduce  some  interesting  conjecture. 

The  Libertas  Americana  Medal  was  designed  and  struck  in  France  for  Benjamin  Franklin 
to  commemorate  American  liberty.  Franklin  passed  the  silver  medals  out  to  high  ranking 
French  and  American  officials.  The  copper  pieces  were  given  to  others  among  Franklin's 
personal  friends,  miscellaneous  important  people  in  America,  and  to  George  Washington  to 
distribute  to  his  favorite  soldiers.  Almost  everyone  who  was  anyone  in  post-revolutionary 
America  had  one  of  these  medals.  They  knew  it  was  French.  They  knew  what  it  symbolized. 

The  Federalists  never  liked  France  much.  They  had  always  been  slightly  pro-England. 
The  British  and  French  began  to  have  some  diplomatic  difficulties  in  1795.  In  response,  the 
French  raised  tariffs  to  the  mainland  and  to  their  Caribbean  colonies.  This  not  only  hurt 


-384- 


Britain,  but  hurt  American  trade.  Alexander  Hamilton,  a Federalist,  recognized  this.  He  had 
been  complaining  about  the  French  privateers  for  almost  a year  and  their  adverse  effect  on 
American  trade.  He  had  even  complained  to  Washington  about  it. 

In  1795,  the  most  ubiquitous  of  American  coins  was  the  cent,  featuring  the  Liberty 
Cap  design  taken  from  the  Libertas  Americana  Medal.  Here  was  something  purely  American, 
its  money,  yet  with  a French  connection. 

Hamilton  had  a friend  inside  the  Mint.  He  had  known  Elias  Boudinot  since  they  were 
both  young  boys.  They  were  lifelong  friends.  Boudinot,  also  a Federalist,  became  Director 
of  the  Mint  at  the  beginning  of  1 796,  following  Henry  DeSaussure.  In  1 796,  the  Liberty  Cap 
cent  appeared  for  a brief  time,  only  to  be  halted  on  8 June  (according  to  Sheldon)  in  deference 
to  the  Draped  Bust,  an  American  design  by  that  most  American  of  American  artists,  Gilbert 
Stuart. 


Here's  where  the  conjecture  starts:  I believe  it's  possible  that  Hamilton  requested  the 
removal  of  the  French-inspired  design  from  our  coins.  Boudinot,  his  friend,  had  control  of  the 
Mint,  so  why  couldn't  Hamilton  have  asked  his  buddy  for  a favor?  It  would  have  been  a 
subtle  political  comment  in  our  coinage  that  the  general  public  wouldn't  notice,  yet  certain 
powerful  people  would  notice  and  get  the  point.  Washington,  who  had  always  been  a fan  of 
the  French,  complained  about  them  in  his  Eighth  Annual  Address  in  December  of  1 796.  Later 
on,  in  1797  and  1798,  an  anti-French  sentiment  took  over  the  entire  country,  with  the  XYZ 
affair  coming  out  and  our  undeclared  naval  war  against  the  French. 

The  half  dime  changed  to  the  Draped  Bust  in  1 796.  The  dime  was  introduced  in  1796 
with  the  Draped  Bust,  as  was  the  quarter  dollar.  The  half  dollar  also  saw  the  design  change 
in  1 796.  The  dollar  had  had  the  Draped  Bust  design  since  1 795.  That  change  was  the  work 
of  Henry  DeSaussure.  The  half  cent  wasn't  visible  enough  or  cared  about  enough,  so  it  was 
forgotten  until  1800. 

It  is  conjecture,  but  it  is  an  interesting  possibility,  to  think  that  early  politics  and 
Alexander  Hamilton  may  have  had  such  a direct  effect  on  coinage  design.  It  may  even  be 
possible  that  the  coinage  design  may  have  had  an  effect  on  politics,  considering  that  some 
rather  impressive  names  changed  their  tune  about  France  soon  after  the  change.  This  tune 
change  may  have  happened  just  from  daily  events,  but  one  never  knows  . . . 

There  is  one  major  hole  in  this  theory.  Was  the  entire  scope  of  coinage  redesigned  just 
naturally  following  what  Henry  DeSaussure  had  started  in  1795  with  the  dollar?  There  are 
no  specific  dates  for  redesign  that  I can  find,  aside  from  the  July  date  for  cents  in  Breen's 
Encyclopedia,  and  the  April  first  striking  date  for  quarters  in  the  same  reference.  Quarters 
that  year  obviously  were  struck  in  very  small  quantities,  so  they  probably  weren't  common 
in  everyday  commerce.  Draped  Bust  dollars  in  1795  and  1796  were  struck  in  decent 
quantities.  The  cents  obviously  saw  large  circulation  in  general  commerce.  Was  it  the  public 
Hamilton  was  trying  to  reach?  Was  Hamilton  even  involved? 

Considering  the  evidence  and  the  connection  between  Boudinot  and  Hamilton,  it's 
possible  that  politics  were  involved  in  redesign,  maybe  just  one  comment  to  Elias  from  his  old 
pal  Alex.  Who  knows? 

I'd  like  to  see  any  comments  or  further  information  about  this  theory  in  the  pages  of 

P-W. 


«»«#«««###*** 
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WHO  NEEDS  A REASON  TO  COLLECT? 

Dennis  Fuoss 


Life's  journey  promises  us  far  more  surprises  than  certainties  along  the  way  (even  with 
death  and  taxes  duly  accounted  for).  Sometimes  the  surprises  are  exciting  and  fun  (like  a 
promotion  at  work,  or  a winning  lottery  ticket);  other  times  surprising  things  aren't  so  great 
(like  that  big  repair  bill  or  speeding  ticket).  The  only  thing  certain  is  change,  and  the  pace  of 
change  is  accelerating  all  over  the  world.  Where  does  the  study  and  collecting  of  old  copper 
fit  into  the  complex  and  ever-changing  mosaic  of  life  today? 

Before  I attempt  my  answer  to  this  question,  let  me  confess  that  I am  NOT  normally 
a deep  thinker.  Most  of  my  waking  moments  are  spent  taking  care  of  my  duties  at  work, 
repairing  one  of  the  seemingly  endless  parade  of  broken  appliances  which  I own,  or  reading 
something  pertaining  to  coins  (a  coin  book,  price  list,  or  auction  catalog).  The  idea  that  I 
needed  a reason  to  collect  had  never  actually  occurred  to  me.  I guess  it  had  always  been  a 
bit  like  fishing  — the  copper  was  "out  there,"  and  therefore,  I needed  to  go  out  and  get  it! 
However,  a series  of  events  forced  me  to  give  the  matter  a little  thought.  First,  there  was  the 
nightly  news  — the  grizzly  scenes  from  the  war  in  Europe  and  the  quiet  desperation  in  Africa 
made  me  wonder  about  the  relevance  of  collecting  old  coins.  Then  the  quarterly  earnings 
report  from  my  company  reminded  me  that  my  income  (along  with  that  of  many  other 
employees)  was  not  something  that  could  be  taken  for  granted.  Then  I got  the  typical 
comment  from  a non-collector  co-worker  to  whom  I showed  a new  acquisition:  "You  paid 
how  much  for  that??!!"  (how  many  have  shared  this  experience?).  That  night  as  I inserted 
this  coin  into  the  appropriate  spot  in  the  collection,  it  suddenly  struck  me  — "I've  got  some 
REAL  money  tied  up  in  these  hunks  of  metal!"  I began  to  ponder  the  prudence  of  my 
collecting  pursuits. 

At  about  this  time,  while  I was  still  in  this  gloomy  frame  of  mind,  I had  one  of  those 
remarkable  experiences  which  only  a numismatist  can  appreciate,  and  which  acts  to  restore 
a collector's  faith.  It  all  began  inconspicuously  — during  a lunch  hour  visit  to  my  favorite  local 
coin  shop,  a collector  friend  happened  to  mention  that  a nearby  shop  had  recently  acquired 
a large  collection  with  some  interesting  "old  stuff,"  including  a nice  high-grade  1798  cent. 
Since  I already  owned  a decent  1 798,  and  had  experienced  more  frustration  than  gratification 
at  this  other  shop,  I did  not  exactly  drop  everything  in  order  to  get  over  there  (My  frustration 
with  the  other  shop  was  caused  by  the  combination  of  my  own  cheapness  and  stubbornness 
on  the  part  of  myself  and  the  shop's  owner).  About  a week  later,  at  lunch  time,  I found 
myself  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  shop,  so  I resolved  to  check  into  the  rumored  "old  stuff." 
The  1798  cent  was  still  there  — a nice  problem-free  choice  VF,  but  at  a price  that  was  not 
EXACTLY  irresistible.  Most  other  dates  were  also  present  (except  1 799  and  1 804,  as  usual) 
— also  at  fairly  steep  prices.  Then  I spotted  it  — in  a different  case,  surrounded  by  a bunch 
of  silver  type  coins.  A 1793  liberty  cap  cent!  Could  it  be  real?  These  guys  had  never  had 
anything  like  this  before.  I examined  it  — YES,  it  was  real.  What's  more,  although  it  was 
only  AG,  it  was  priced  like  an  AG.  After  some  soul-searching  (I  had  just  been  pondering  the 
prudence  of  all  of  this!)  and  a little  negotiating  (I  didn't  want  to  ruin  my  reputation!),  I became 
the  happy  new  owner  of  a worn  SI  3.  More  important,  though  — I resolved  to  give  old  copper 
a little  more  of  my  time  and  effort. 

On  the  surface,  there  is  nothing  particularly  remarkable  about  this  story.  In  fact,  with 
my  enthusiasm  discounted,  this  whole  experience  amounts  to  little  more  than  a mere 
transaction.  However,  most  collectors  can  relate  to  the  significance  of  both  the  successful 
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conclusion  of  a numismatic  transaction  AND  the  joy  of  acquiring  a significant  new  piece  for 
their  collections.  These  are,  in  fact,  the  reasons  that  most  of  us  pursue  the  hobby.  We  buy 
the  books,  read  the  stories,  study  the  characteristics  and  values  of  the  pieces  we  want,  and 
save  money  while  we  hunt  for  the  right  opportunity  to  acquire  one.  Conventional  numismatic 
wisdom  has  it  that  patience  is  virtuous,  and  often  rewarding  — I had  just  experienced  the 
veracity  of  this  statement  first-hand.  Finding  a nice  coin,  recognizing  what  it  is,  and  buying 
it  for  a fair  (or  better)  price  helps  reinforce  the  rationale  which  underlies  collecting.  Examining 
each  individual  piece  in  the  collection  — studying  and  appreciating  all  of  its  unique  attributes 
and  injuries  — provides  another  element  of  enjoyment,  until  it  is  time  to  complete  the  cycle 
by  selling  (or  giving)  the  piece  to  another  collector  for  his  or  her  enrichment. 

This  story  may  not  directly  answer  the  question  about  where  copper  collecting  fits  into 
the  world-wide  scheme  of  things.  It  does,  however,  explain  why  many  of  us  have  chosen  to 
collect.  I,  for  one,  do  not  intend  to  search  for  a better  reason  than  this  — I LOVE  OLD 
COPPER! 


«*»*««**««#«« 


A LAST  VISIT  WITH  WALTER  BREEN 

David  Lange 


What  follows  is  a record  of  my  last  meeting  with  Walter  Breen.  A longtime 
acquaintance  and  correspondent,  he  had  then  just  returned  the  first  draft  of  my  Buffalo  Nickel 
book.  In  addition  to  seeking  a clarification  of  some  of  the  comments  he'd  made,  I also  wanted 
to  simply  speak  with  him,  to  spend  a few  minutes  with  my  friend  and  fellow  numismatist. 

It  was  a Sunday  morning,  just  about  one  year  ago,  when  I made  the  hour's  drive  from 
my  home  to  the  Santa  Rita  Correctional  Facility.  It  is  located  in  a valley  just  off  the  Interstate, 
about  30  miles  from  Walter's  longtime  home  in  Berkeley.  Despite  this  institution's  grim 
purpose,  I found  the  setting  rather  attractive.  The  prison  is  a modern,  state-of-the-art 
structure,  quite  the  opposite  of  most  California  prisons.  In  fact,  it's  not  unlike  a suburban 
office  park,  surrounded  by  greenery  and  a spacious  parking  lot.  I found  that  this  did  much  to 
relieve  my  tension  at  the  prospect  of  visiting  a prison  for  the  first  time  in  my  life. 

As  this  was  a scheduled  visiting  day  for  families  and  friends,  the  prison's  reception 
area  was  crowded  and  noisy.  I was  met  with  a dozen  or  so  enclosed  stations  arranged  in  a 
broad,  convex  semi-circle,  looking  something  like  the  betting  windows  at  a race  track.  A few 
of  these  were  manned,  others  were  not.  I had  come  prepared  only  with  Walter's  identification 
number  and  the  knowledge  that  he  was  housed  in  the  medical  wing.  After  being  repeatedly 
led  from  one  window  to  another,  I was  finally  handed  the  requisite  visitation  form.  My 
bewilderment  was  heightened  by  a frantic  search  for  some  writing  instrument  with  which  to 
complete  this  paperwork.  Visitors  seemed  to  outnumber  the  pencils  on  hand  by  at  least  three 
to  one.  This  obstacle  was  ultimately  overcome,  and  I awaited  further  instructions  for  seeing 
my  friend.  Despite  my  informing  him  that  Walter  was  confined  to  a wheelchair,  it  took  a few 
misdirections  before  the  guard  finally  determined  where  he  was  located. 

I was  sent  down  a long  corridor  lit  by  tall,  narrow  windows.  Reaching  a guard  station 
at  the  entrance  to  the  visiting  area,  I encountered  a sign  instructing  me  to  pass  the  request 
form  through  a narrow  slit  in  the  steel  door.  Outside,  about  a half  dozen  hopeful  family 
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members  were  seated  on  a pair  of  uncomfortable  benches,  awaiting  access  to  their  loved 
ones.  In  the  twenty  minutes  that  passed,  each  of  these  persons  was  given  the  nod  to  enter, 
and  I soon  found  myself  alone.  Even  the  guard  disappeared  briefly.  Upon  returning,  she 
motioned  me  to  enter  through  a door  adjacent  to  the  guard  station.  I anticipated  another  long 
walk  but,  to  my  pleasant  surprise,  the  visiting  rooms  were  just  beyond  the  door. 

I was  seated  inside  a small  cubicle  that  was  furnished  only  with  a bench  and  a 
telephone.  Again,  I was  alone.  What  seemed  to  be  this  room's  mirror  image  appeared 
through  the  thick  glass,  and  soon  a door  opened  on  the  other  side.  Walter  was  wheeled  in 
by  a staff  person  who  then  abruptly  turned  and  disappeared,  closing  the  door  behind  him. 

Uncertain  of  what  I would  find  when  seeing  Walter  for  the  first  time  in  nine  months, 

I was  apprehensive  at  this  meeting.  Previously  published  accounts  by  Don  Kagin  had  me 
expecting  an  emaciated  figure,  clean  shaven  and  entirely  unrecognizable  to  those  who  knew 
him.  I was  pleasantly  surprised  to  see  him  thinner,  for  certain,  but  otherwise  looking  much 
like  his  old  self.  His  complexion  was  pale,  and  his  famous  mane  was  much  shorter  than  in 
happier  times,  but  he  was  unmistakably  Walter  Breen.  He  picked  up  the  telephone  receiver 
on  his  side  of  the  glass  and  motioned  for  me  to  do  the  same.  Although  I had  written  him  that 
I would  visit,  no  date  had  yet  been  specified.  Furthermore,  I had  grown  a beard  since  our  last 
encounter,  and  he  did  not  immediately  recognize  me.  Being  characteristically  direct,  his  first 
words  were  "Which  one  are  you?"  Before  I could  answer  the  question,  he  correctly  guessed 
my  identity  and  acknowledged  that  he  was  pleased  to  have  another  visitor.  Whatever  his 
ordeals  to  his  point,  loneliness  had  evidently  not  been  among  them.  His  visitors  were  many, 
although  the  majority  were  fellow  enthusiasts  of  science  fiction  and  fantasy.  His  numismatic 
visitors  were  fewer  in  number. 

We  talked  about  all  manner  of  things,  from  the  reasons  for  his  being  incarcerated  to 
his  philosophy  of  life.  Among  the  former,  he  cited  vindictive  enemies  within  the  numismatic 
community.  The  names  were  known  to  me,  though  not  the  individuals,  and  I cannot  comment 
on  the  validity  of  his  claims.  He  also  attributed  some  of  his  misfortunes  to  his  daughter's 
delusions  which,  he  stated,  were  being  perpetuated  by  her  therapist.  Again,  I can  only  report 
his  words  without  comment. 

We  spent  surprisingly  little  time  discussing  my  book.  Walter's  only  major  suggestion 
was  that  I must  publish  photographs  of  the  trial  pieces  held  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
This  had  long  been  an  ambition  of  his  and  one  which  had  never  been  realized.  I was  pleased 
to  inform  him  that  the  photos  were  indeed  in  my  possession  and  would  be  included  in  the 
book.  He  described  some  of  his  other  ongoing  numismatic  activities,  including  his 
proofreading  of  Q.  David  Bowers'  epic  work  on  silver  dollars  and  a general  revision  of  the  late 
Dr.  William  Sheldon's  Penny  Whimsy.  The  most  critical  project,  in  his  estimation,  was  the 
completion  of  his  life's  work.  The  Cynic's  Dictionary.  He  believed  this  to  be  his  major 
contribution  to  English  literature,  and  he  bemoaned  the  fact  that  so  much  yet  remained  to  be 
done.  He  recited  some  entries  from  it,  more  with  a sense  of  urgency  than  with  the  humor 
which  it  deserved.  Remembering  this  moment  now,  it  occurs  to  me  what  a fine  tribute  to  a 
great  mind  it  would  be  if  someone  were  to  see  this  project  through  to  publication. 

As  the  conversation  strayed  from  these  more  satisfying  endeavors,  Walter  began  to 
recite  some  of  his  poetry.  Only  then  did  the  melancholy  side  of  the  man  emerge.  His  words 
were  filled  with  muted  bitterness  against  those  who  sought  to  suppress  his  spirit.  A common 
theme  ran  through  the  two  or  three  poems  that  I heard  him  speak.  It  was  his  belief  that  he 
would  prevail,  if  only  in  death,  over  the  small  minds  and  selfish  interests  of  those  who  had 
either  exploited  or  resented  his  talent.  He  no  longer  feared  his  enemies,  for  he  would  exit  this 
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world  knowing  the  truth  and  triumphing  over  untruths. 

Soon  after  this  sad  and  somewhat  awkward  passage,  our  visit  was  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  Walter's  son  Patrick.  Sensing  that  the  time  for  me  to  leave  had  come,  I welcomed 
this  adjournment.  I left  Walter  at  Santa  Rita  with  the  full  expectation  that  I would  see  him 
again.  Unfortunately,  this  was  not  to  be.  He  was  soon  removed  to  the  Los  Angeles  area  to 
await  trial  on  the  new  charges  against  him.  I attempted  to  keep  in  touch  through  a mutual 
acquaintance  in  southern  California,  but  Walter's  frequent  relocations  and  deteriorating  health 
prevented  this.  I lost  touch  with  him  completely,  although  I did  send  an  inscribed  copy  of  my 
published  book  to  the  address  furnished  me  as  that  of  his  son.  Whether  it  was  received  by 
either  father  or  son,  I do  not  know.  There  was  no  further  communication  from  Walter  after 
my  visit  in  June  of  last  year. 

Only  now,  while  I am  struggling  with  my  new  book  on  Mercury  Dimes,  is  it  apparent 
to  me  how  much  knowledge  has  been  lost.  Fortunately,  much  of  this  was  committed  to 
paper  before  Walter's  death.  The  most  notable  example  is  his  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins,  published  in  1988.  Even  so,  for  those  of  us  in  the  San  Francisco  - Oakland 
Bay  Area,  it  was  nice  to  know  that  Walter  could  be  found  at  nearly  every  coin  show  in  the 
region,  whether  large  or  small.  Once  a person  overcame  his  or  her  surprise  at  the  man's 
unique  fashion  statement,  an  entertaining  and  almost  courtly  personality  was  revealed. 
Whatever  arguments  may  have  been  made  against  Walter  Breen,  I will  indeed  miss  him. 


***«««***«*#* 


EAC'S  DOUBLE  LOSS 

John  Ward 


In  his  introduction  to  the  May  15*'’  issue  of  Penny-Wise.  Harry  Salyards  solicited 
reminiscences  about  Walter  Breen.  Procrastinator  that  I am,  I failed  to  respond  promptly  with 
the  result  that  I am  faced  with  the  painful  task  of  addressing  Warren  Lapp's  unexpected  death 
as  well. 

Although  we  corresponded  fairly  frequently  in  the  early  days  of  Penny-Wise.  Warren 
and  I only  met  once.  A medical  convention  of  some  sort  brought  him  to  Houston  about  1 970. 
By  prearrangement,  I met  him  and  his  wife  Kate  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  where  they  were 
staying.  After  dinner  (which  Warren  insisted  on  paying  for),  we  went  up  to  their  room  where 
he  had  his  2"  by  2"  box  of  "used  and  abused"  large  cents.  The  most  notable  was  a cent  with 
an  old-timey  square  nail  pounded  through  the  center;  apparently,  it  used  to  be  customary  to 
nail  a coin  over  the  front  door  to  ensure  the  occupants'  future  prosperity.  I used  to  wonder 
about  Warren's  collection.  Given  his  access  to  prime  collections  and  collectors  and  his 
income,  he  could  probably  have  been  the  second  or  third  person  to  assemble  a complete 
Sheldon  set. 

Coincidentally,  I only  met  Walter  Breen  once  also;  the  occasion  was  the  1978  ANA 
Convention  in  Houston.  Being  the  only  active  EAC  member  in  Houston  back  then,  I hosted 
the  EAC  event  and  was  one  of  the  speakers  thereat.  (Darwin  Palmer  was  to  be  another.)  The 
following  write-up  of  my  only  encounter  with  Water  is  taken  from  page  272  of  the  1978 
Penny-Wise. 
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Finally,  I can't  resist  adding  a personal  comment  about  the  just-past 
EAC-ANA  meeting.  Those  of  you  who  attended  the  meeting  and  who  had  a 
copy  of  the  agenda  know  that  things  got  far  out  of  order.  Specifically, 
believing  that  I knew  Walter  Breen's  schedule  fairly  v»/ell  and  not  knowing  that 
Southwest  Airlines  would  deliver  Darwin  3 Vi  hours  late,  I arranged  the  program 
so  that  my  semi-serious  / semi-silly  talk  on  the  1815  cents  would  occur  after 
the  dean  of  American  numismatic  research  and  writing  had  left  for  the  NLG 
meeting.  To  my  horror  (and  exponential  nervousness),  things  were  going  more 
awry  by  the  minute;  about  8:30  P.M.,  I found  myself  at  the  podium  and  Walter 
(ahead  of  schedule  and  unhurried)  was  front  row,  extreme  right!  I thank  all  the 
attendees  for  the  applause  after  my  talk  and  I apologize  to  all  of  them  for  the 
stilted  reading  (no  time  to  practice  giving  a talk  with  all  my  other  concerns  that 
week).  A special  thanks  also  to  Walter,  who  evidently  enjoyed  the  semi-silly 
presentation  and  appended  a very  noteworthy  historical  footnote  afterward. 
There's  a message  there,  to  the  effect  that  no  EAC  member  should  be  bashful 
about  speaking  or  writing  about  what's  on  his  mind.  Perhaps,  that's  why  we're 
such  a great  organization. 

Incidentally,  new  members  may  not  be  aware  that  in  the  late  1970's  Warren  Lapp 
solicited  "mini-autobiographies"  from  members.  Fortunately,  Walter  as  one  of  the 
respondents.  His  fascinating  autobiography  with  Warren's  addendum  thereto  appears  on 
pages  23  to  27  of  the  1978  Penny-Wise.  After  my  wife  read  it,  she  observed  that  Walter's 
life  had  been  one  of  extremes,  with  little  middle  ground.  That  observation  struck  me  as 
probably  being  uncannily  true. 

EAC  has  lost  two  giants  and  everyone  who  knew  them  will  miss  them. 


»*»*«««*««*«# 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


MIKE  FORADER  writes: 

I met  Walter  Breen  for  the  only  time  at  EAC  '91  in  Boston.  The  first  time  I saw  him 
I was  excited  and  slightly  apprehensive.  Here  was  the  author  of  those  great  research  books 
I cherished!  I overheard  some  comments  from  unrememberable  attendees  that  were  not 
endearing,  and  not  knowing  the  subsequent  situation  that  was  to  evolve  over  the  next  two 
years,  I introduced  myself  to  him  with  an  innocent  humbleness.  One  on  one,  he  was  a pure 
focus  of  caring  and  questioning.  I asked  for  and  smilingly  received  his  autograph  on  my  EAC 
name  tag  in  purple  ink,  which  I thought  was  odd  at  the  time,  but  was  told  later  was  his 
normal  trademark.  Upon  finishing  our  short  conversation,  he  asked  for  God  to  "bless  me." 

I reflect  upon  that  encounter  knowing  The  Almighty  will  make  all  final  assessments  of  how 
each  of  us  have  lived.  I respected  and  I will  miss  the  Walter  Breen  that  I briefly  knew  that  day 
in  April. 

Carvin  Goodridge  passed  away  in  January,  and  it  was  also  at  EAC  '91  that  I briefly  met 
Carvin  and  Claire.  Here  we  were  in  Boston,  and  I found  out  we  lived  less  than  a mile  from 
each  other  in  Bristol,  Connecticut.  I had  seen  Carvin  at  a local  coin  show  not  10  days  before 
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he  passed  away.  He  always  offered  me  a smile  and  a warm  handshake.  He  was  a delight  to 
talk  with.  My  sincere  sympathies  to  his  family  . . . "Rest  in  Peace!,  my  friend." 


« « 


JOE  PIERVINCENTI  writes, 

Meeting  Announcement!  Earl  Peltin  has  granted  the  club  space  to  meet  during  the 
Thanksgiving  Show  at  White  Plains,  NY,  held  at  the  Westchester  County  Center,  Saturday, 
November  27,  1 993,  at  1 0:30  AM!  This  is  earlier  than  usual  but  we  now  have  a room!  There 
will  be  a topic!!  Call  Joe  Piervincenti  if  necessary,  for  details  at  (914)  235  - 3569.  Thank 
you. 


DON  VALENZIANO  writes, 

I only  met  Dr.  Lapp  once  but  I consider  him  a close  friend. 

Many  years  ago,  when  I was  much  more  "knowledgeable"  about  copper  and  life  in 
general,  I wrote  a report  for  P-W  of  a coin  auction  I attended  in  which  I took  a shot  at  the  now 
defunct  firm.  Dr.  Lapp  edited  my  comments  and  removed  the  name  of  the  company.  To  this 
day  I am  thankful  that  he  did  not  allow  me  to  make  a fool  of  myself. 

Penny-Wise  is  the  most  respected  club  publication  in  numismatics,  due  in  no  small  part 
to  Dr.  Lapp's  dedication.  Honor  his  passing  by  sending  in  something  for  publication.  Do  it 
now,  do  it  for  Dr.  Lapp. 


GREG  HEIM  writes. 

It  seems  that  the  theme  for  the  EAC  meetings  at  the  ANA  two  out  of  the  last  three 
years  can  be  summed  up  with  the  phrase  "Will  the  defendant  please  rise."  I do  not  know 
about  the  rest  of  you,  but  it  is  my  feeling  that  the  national  meeting  of  the  EAC  should  not 
have  a court  room  atmosphere  with  the  "ANS  topic"  dominating  the  meeting  time.  This  is  not 
to  show  any  disrespect  to  Mr.  Newman  or  Mr.  Naftzger,  but  airing  out  discrepancies  of  this 
nature  in  this  venue  is  not  appropriate.  Furthermore,  any  topic  that  is  not  "for  the  good  of 
the  order"  should  not  be  brought  forth,  and  measures  should  be  taken  by  whoever  is  running 
the  meetings  that  this  does  not  occur  in  the  future. 

I am  trying  to  spearhead  an  effort  to  get  an  "EAC  symposium"  at  next  year's  ANA 
Convention  in  Detroit.  I want  to  model  it  after  the  "Literature  Symposiums"  run  by  the 
Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society,  which  discuss  in-depth  topics  that  are  of  interest  to 
enthusiasts  regardless  of  their  expertise.  EAC  is  certainly  worthy  of  staging  such  an  event, 
and  I would  like  to  get  the  ball  rolling  in  order  to  get  it  off  of  the  ground.  If  you  have  any 
ideas  for  subjects  or  format,  please  write  me  at  P.O.  Box  4595  Warren,  NJ  07059.  More 
about  this  in  future  issues  of  P-W. 


« 


* 
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MIKE  PACKARD  writes. 


I only  got  to  the  ANA  for  part  of  one  day  and  did  not  get  to  see  everything  and 
everyone  I had  hoped  to  see.  There  were  some  notable  exhibits  of  New  Jerseys  (which  I 
recognized  as  John  Griffee's),  large  cent  literature,  and  coins  of  1796  by  varieties.  The  half 
cents  and  cents  in  the  last  exhibit  were  breathtaking,  and  I certainly  hope  all  EAC  members 
who  attended  the  ANA  took  the  opportunity  to  view  them. 

Thinking  of  this  summer's  midwestern  floods,  I feel  for  any  member  whose  collection 
of  coins,  stamps,  or  whatever  fell  prey  to  the  raging  waters.  Does  anyone  have  any  advice 
on  how  best  to  care  for  coins  that  may  have  taken  an  unexpected  and  relatively  long-term 
bath?  Certainly  the  coins  should  be  dried  thoroughly  as  quickly  as  possible,  perhaps  bathed 
in  CARE,  and  stored  in  new  envelopes  in  a dry  place.  Can  we  give  any  additional  advice? 

« « « 


STEPHEN  CARR  writes. 

What  a time  warp!  I have  not  been  an  active  coin  collector  for  almost  25  years.  This 
summer,  however,  my  eight  year  old  son  Jim  started  collecting.  His  first  coin  was  a large 
cent.  We  then  saw  an  article  about  EAC  in  Coin  World  and  Jim  wanted  to  join,  so  he  did. 
I also  got  interested  in  large  cents.  We  have  received  lists  from  several  EAC  members  and, 
surprise  of  surprises,  at  least  two  of  these  people  (Tom  Reynolds  and  Rod  Burress)  send  their 
coins  on  approval,  even  to  people  they  have  never  met  or  dealt  with  before!  Needless  to  say, 
I was  very  pleased  with  this  policy  of  trust.  It  made  my  day  (and  maybe  even  week/month). 
We  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  coins  and  will  forward  our  payment  as  soon  as  we  see  the  coins. 
This  is  a type  of  service  I definitely  appreciate  and  hope  continues. 

Thanks,  guys,  for  making  us  feel  a part  of  the  hobby  and  for  showing  a trust  that  is 
sadly  missing  in  the  world  today. 

While  my  son  and  I are  not  "high  rollers'  or  "mega-buck  investors,"  we  do  enjoy 
looking  at  and  talking  about  our  large  cents.  We  currently  have  37  of  them,  all  different  dates 
/ die  varieties.  We  look  forward  to  adding  more  to  our  collection  and  learning  about  the  coins 
we  have. 


« « 


« 


JOEL  SPINGARN  writes. 

The  response  to  my  two-page  ad  in  the  May  P-W  was  excellent.  Many  rare  and  choice 
pieces  remain,  however,  and  the  same  ad  can  be  used  to  place  orders.  Many  of  these  are  R5 
and  R6  coins  which  are  rarely  offered  for  sale.  Take  heed! 


RICHARD  SCHAEFER  writes. 

Now  that  Robert  Miller,  Sr.  and  Dr.  Salyards  have  both  disapproved  of  the  low  turnout 
at  EAC  elections,  it  should  be  noted  in  defense  of  the  members  that  these  are  not  real 
elections. 
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A real  election  has  more  than  one  candidate  per  post,  and  the  candidates  do  something 
to  let  the  electors  know  their  character  and  stance  on  important  issues.  Write-in  and  last- 
minute  candidates  have  low  chance  of  success  so  are  no  substitute  for  regular  candidates. 
EAC  elections  for  the  top  posts  have  usually  been  uncontested,  which  effectively  turns  them 
into  approval  ratings.  Why  should  members  vote  merely  to  approve  winners? 

Mr.  Miller  asks  "Why  have  elections  at  all?"  Apart  from  the  roughly  $20,000 
unauthorized  purchase  of  photos,  EAC  seems  well-managed  and  members  satisfied.  Elections 
exist  to  ease  reform  if  members  become  unsatisfied.  Let's  run  real  elections  or  let  the  current 
system  continue  with  low  turnout,  buy  why  blame  members  for  not  voting  in  uncontested 
elections? 


JACK  ROBINSON  writes, 

I have  read,  with  great  interest  and  consternation,  the  "Review"  presented  by  Frank 

Wilkinson  in  the  July  1993  P-W.  I quote  from  my  foreword  written  in  the  Noyes  Books; 

"There  will  be  those  who  will  choose  to  pick  apart  and  find  fault  with  the  data  presented." 

I offer  a few  comments  on  the  "Review": 

1.  To  quote  from  the  Book  — "OBVERSE  / REVERSE  DESCRIPTIONS:  Follow  Sheldon 
almost  100%  with  updated  information  where  applicable.  Sheldon  followed  Clapp- 
Newcomb  et  al  and  the  tradition  has  been  continued.  There  has  been  no  attempt  to 
give  exhaustive  descriptions,  but  only  to  point  out  characteristics  that  allow  for 
positive  identification  of  each  die." 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  "Books"  was  to  provide  a vivid  visual  display  to 
accompany  the  already  detailed  written  descriptions  provided  by  others  and  to  update 
/ correct  obsolete  data.  Perhaps  if  Mr.  Wilkinson  were  to  have  read  the  explanation 
provided  in  the  book,  he  would  not  have  been  so  "DUMBfounded." 

2.  There  was  no  intent  to  address  emission  sequences,  so  Mr.  Wilkinson's  statement  is 
accurate  — I just  don't  understand  why  it  was  written.  The  author  was  NOT  under 
commission  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  to  cover  "some  of  the  intellectually  challenging 
problems,"  so  I guess  he  could  publish  anything  that  suited  his  fancy  & and  he  did  just 
that. 

3.  I am  astounded  by  the  comments  on  the  "grading  standards  of  Mr.  Noyes"  vs.  "the 
Sheldon  standard"!!  The  grades  of  coins  PRESENTLY  in  the  ANS  Collection  are  more 
properly  / accurately  graded  as  stated  in  the  Noyes  Book  than  those  offered  by  Dr. 
Sheldon  — and,  it  may  be  the  subject  of  various  legal  battles  as  to  why  SOME  grades 
on  SOME  varieties  MIGHT  differ  from  Sheldon's  originally  assigned  grade!  Further,  it 
is  not  just  the  standards  of  Mr.  Noyes  — it  is  very  clear,  in  general,  that  EAC  standards 
tend  to  be  tighter  than  the  standards  that  existed  at  the  time  Penny  Whimsy  was 
originally  published. 

There  are  "other  opinions"  on  the  grades  of  ANS  coins  that  also  differ  from  previously 
published  data. 

4.  I would  be  interested  to  know  which  pictures  are  out  of  focus  — maybe  a visit  to  the 
eye  doctor  could  solve  this  problem,  but,  then  again,  perhaps  this  not  the  ONLY  thing 
that  is  out  of  focus! 


« 


« 
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HERB  SILBERMAN  writes. 


Some  comments  on  the  fine  July  15,  1993  issue  of  P-W: 

Your  editor's  intro:  Coin  collecting  may  not  be  dead,  but  it  sure  has  suffered  just  too 
many  blows  below  the  belt  (where  the  pocket  book  is  kept)  and  those  sharks  of  the  60's  are 
today  the  "respected"  experts.  The  way  the  market  is  going,  the  fifty  dollar  cent  of  my  day 
will  soon  be  accepted  as  a fifty  thousand  dollar  cent,  and  you  can  forget  about  any  new 
young  blood  starting  a collection. 

Bob  Grellman:  Please  reread  Sheldon  and  keep  the  grading  that  simple.  Today  the 
grading  is  a dealer's  delight  and  a collector's  nightmare. 

An  eastern  Convention  would  be  a novelty. 

Pete  Smith  on  Warren  Lapp:  I am  sorry  my  contributions  are  not  as  frequent  as  they 
once  were,  but  there  is  not  much  to  add  to  the  extensive  data  being  published.  By  the  way 
Katie,  Warren's  wife,  died  a month  after  Warren  and  I and  all  her  friends  mourn  her  departure. 
She  just  could  not  survive  without  Warren. 

I note  the  passing  of  Milt  Pfeffer  with  sadness  as  the  ranks  of  us  old-timers  loses 
another. 

Frank  Wilkinson:  Please  leave  Noyes  in  peace.  Sheldon  saw  the  coins  he  graded  and 
based  the  grades  on  his  system.  Remember  Noyes  simply  tried  and  failed,  but  only  a little. 
Try  writing  a perfect  book  on  coppers  yourself. 

Randy  Snyder:  The  "clash  marks"  had  been  discussed  by  Downing,  Clapp  and  others 
long  before  Sheldon,  and  are  the  results  of  the  mint's  deplorable  condition  from  1800  on, 
when  the  mint  workers  had  to  strike  their  own  pay  and  suffered  from  the  terrible  fumes  from 
the  copper  processing  in  the  loft  area. 

Ed  Janis:  Glad  to  see  Walter's  1950  manuscript  again  after  all  these  years.  Thanks. 

Ted  Naftzger's  SUMMONS  published  is  of  special  interest  to  those  who  have  been 
tracking  the  ANS's  "missing"  cents  since  the  late  forties. 

Charles  Davis:  Drop  me  a note  on  where  you  obtained  my  correspondence  with 

Walter. 


***««*«#««**« 

SWAPS  AND  SALES 

EAC'ers  are  invited  to  submit  their  ads  for  inclusion  in  this  column.  Ads  up  to  twelve 
lines  are  free.  ADS  LARGER  THAN  1 2 LINES  MUST  BE  SUBMITTED  CAMERA-READY,  AND 
PAID  IN  ADVANCE.  A full-page  ad  is  $80,  one-third  page  is  $30.  Ads  should  be  limited  to 
early  American  Coppers  or  tokens.  Deadline  for  material  to  appear  in  the  November  1 5,  1 993 
issue  is  October  31,  1993.  All  ads  must  include  the  individual  membership  number  of  a 
current  member  in  good  standing.  Copy  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor,  Harry  E.  Salyards,  606 
North  Minnesota  Avenue,  Hastings,  NE  68901. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE: 

Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  publisher  of  Penny-Wise,  does  not  examine  any  of  the  material 
advertised  in  Penny-Wise,  nor  does  it  review  any  of  the  advertising  therein.  Early  American 
Coppers,  Inc.  assumes  no  responsibility  or  liability  for  any  advertisement  (or  the  material 
described  therein)  and  no  party  shall  have  recourse  against  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  All 


-394- 


transactions  arising  or  relating  to  any  advertisement  in  Penny-Wise  shall  strictly  be  between 
the  parties  thereto.  Complaints  concerning  advertisers  (or  respondents)  should  be  referred  to 
the  President  of  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.;  complaints  may  result  in  abridgement, 
suspension,  or  terminations  of  membership  or  advertising  privileges. 

«*«*«**««***# 


BOB  GRELLMAN,  EAC  #575  P.O.  Box  951988  Lake  Mary,  FL  32795-1988 

(407)  321  - 8747 

For  Sale:  Deluxe  hardbound  copies  of  the  Attribution  Guide  for  United  States  Large  Cents 

1840  - 1857.  The  standard  reference  for  attributing  late  date  large  cent.  Autographed 
on  request.  $70  postpaid. 

Attribution  Service:  I offer  an  attribution  service  for  late  date  large  cents.  I will  attribute  your  cents 

for  $1  each  plus  return  postage.  This  charge  includes  crud  removal  when  necessary,  and 
I’ll  include  my  opinion  as  to  sharpness  and  net  grades  if  requested.  No  quantity  limit, 
fast  service,  lifetime  guarantee. 

Want  Lists;  Send  me  your  want  list  for  late  date  cents.  I can  help. 


What  others  think  of  "The  CENT  Book";  Mabel  Ann  Wright,  EAC  #78 

TOM  DELOREY;  I especially  like  the  historical  notes  at  the  beginning  of  each  date.  It  lends  a 

warm,  human  touch  that  is  missing  from  most  numismatic  literature  published  since  Sheldon. 

WARREN  LAPP;  I can  see  now  why  it  took  so  long  to  get  it  into  print.  John  didn’t  leave  out 
a thing.  I am  amazed  at  the  photos.  The  book  is  perfect  in  every  way,  which  is  what  I would 
expect  from  JDW. 

HERB  SILBERMAN;  Your  book  is  beautiful!  I congratulate  you  on  the  content. 

TONY  CARLOTTO;  The  CENT  Book  is  fantastic.  The  year-by-year  history  is  a very  nice  touch 
and  keeps  you  reading. 

SEE  FOR  YOURSELF  - BUY  YOUR  OWN.  See  "The  CENT  Book"  ad  page. 


WILLIAM  C.  NOYES,  EAC  #363  1600  West  92  Street  Bloomington,  MN  55431 

Forget  what  others  have  said,  the  experts  have  spoken  — the  Noyes  books  won  the  1992  (U.S.  Large 
Cents  1793  - 1814,  $130)  and  1993  (U.S.  Large  Cents  1816  - 1839,  $105)  Early  American  Coppers 
literary  awards  — accept  no  imitations!  Order  both  today  for  $190  postpaid.  From;  Lithotech  - Noyes, 
1600  West  92“*  Street,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55431. 


-395- 


XXVII  / 158 


What  others  think  of  "The  CENT  Book":  JOHN  D.  WRIGHT,  EAC  ffl 

MARK  KLEIN:  The  CENT  Book  is  all  I’d  dreamed  it  could  be  and  more.  Reading  it  is  like 

enjoying  a personal  chat  with  John. 

RICHARD  STRILEY:  Being  a novice  on  large  cents  I found  a number  of  other  books  confusing 
and  hard  to  read.  I have  Adams,  Breen,  Grellman,  Newcomb,  Noyes,  and  Sheldon,  but  yours 
is  the  best. 

JULES  REIVER:  Your  book  is  wonderful.  This  is  the  first  coin  book  I have  ever  seen  which 

can  be  used  to  attribute  coins  without  having  my  coins  available  for  checking.  Your  pictures  are 
so  sharp  that  they  make  attributing  an  absolute  pleasure. 

SEE  FOR  YOURSELF  - BUY  YOUR  OWN.  See  "The  CENT  Book"  ad  page. 

************* 


ROD  BURRESS,  EAC  #109  9743  Leacrest  Cincinnati,  OH  45215 

FOR  SALE: 


250  sheets  $2.50 
$3.00 

$8.50  per  1,000 
$2.50 


#4  Soft  jeweler’s  brush  $7.50  each 
Jeweler’s  tissue  4X4  inch  Box  of  1,000  sheets  $7.50 
Xylol  - 4 oz.  bottle  plus  100  wooden  stick  Q-tips 
Wooden  stick  Q-tips  $4.50  per  500 
Blue  Ribbon  Coin  Conditioner  2 oz.  bottle 
Cast  Iron  Notary  Seal  Machine  converted  to  make  aluminum 

foil  pressings  ~ medium  size  $34.00  large  size  $37.00 
Notary  Press  - unconverted  - for  the  do-it-yourselfer  med.  $17.00  Ig.  $19.00 
Double  Row  Coin  Storage  Box  for  2X2  holders  14  inches  long 

premium  quality  heavy  duty  103  wgt.  pasteboard  - Color  Red  or  Black  $4.25  ea 
Heavy  Duty  28  lb.  2X2  coin  envelopes  colors  GRAY 
box  of  500  $9.00  Send  SASE  for  sample. 

Cotton  liners  100  percent  soft  cotton  flamiel  interest.  Fit  inside 

standard  2X2  coin  envelopes.  Send  SASE  for  sample  $19.00  per  hundred 
lOX  Triplet  magnifying  glass  very  high  quality  optics  extra  wide 

13/16  inch  lens  best  glass  on  market  to  my  knowledge  $45.00 
Sulfur  ointment  10%  1 -I- oz.  jar  $2.50 

Attribution  guides  for  Matron  Head  Cents  1816-35  ....  37  pgs.  $4.00 

Add  $3.00  per  order  ($3.50  for  western  states)  for  shipping.  Shipment  by  UPS  - you  must  give  a street 
address,  not  deliverable  to  P.O.  Box  number. 

WRITE  FOR  FREE  PRICE  LIST  OF  LARGE  CENTS  FOR  SALE. 

Emphasis  on  coppers  with  nice  color  and  surfaces.  Mostly  in  the  $10  to  $200  price  range.  Many  choice 
middle  dates.  Many  nice  early  dates.  Some  late  dates,  half  cents,  hard  times  tokens. 


VIGOR 


CARL  EARL  OSTIGUY,  EAC  #2157  P.O.  Box  92  Savage,  MD  20763 

For  Sale:  Colonial  coins,  large  cents,  half  cents,  and  early  U.S.  type.  At  the  Maryland  Historic  Savage 
Mill,  established  in  1822.  I’m  located  in  Antique  Center  III,  Case  16.  Take  1-95  to  Route  32  East  (Exit 
38A),  to  Route  I South.  Right  on  Gorman  Road,  Right  on  Foundry  Street.  Open  7 days  a week,  9:30 
AM  to  5:30  PM.  40,000  square  feet  of  antiques  and  collectibles.  Baltimore  (410)  880  - 0918 

Washington  (301)  369  - 4650 
Home  (410)  379  - 5646 
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WAYNE  WYCKOFF,  EAC  #1618  7 Demott  Dr.  Whitehouse  Sta.,  NJ 


(908)  534-2093 

08889 

For  Sale: 

one  1 

ORIGINAL  set  of 

P-W,  mounted  in 

9 

loose  leaf 

books,  #89 

-156 

, $125  or  best 

offer  by  October 

31 

1793  S-4 

AG- 

$625. 

1799  Electro 

$120  . 

1793  S-8 

AG 

525. 

1799/8  Electro 

145. 

1793  S-9 

VF* 

1025 

1799  AG 

350  . 

1793  S-llb 

AG 

725. 

1804  S-266 

305. 

1793  S-14 

AG+ 

895. 

1839/6  N-1 

345. 

*most  edge  devices  gone  (beaten  lightly  with  spoon); 
have  ANACS  papers  of  authenticity.  not  easily  notice- 
able from  obverse  or  reverse. 


DENIS  W.  LORING,  EAC  #11  Box  363  New  York,  NY  10101 

1793  S-1,  Fr-2.  Pretty  well  beat  up,  but  most  of  the  date 

and  legend  are  visible.  Where  else  can  you 
find  an  AMERI  with  a date  for  S375? 

JIM  YOUNG,  JR.,  EAC  #795  7736  Lee  Drive  Pasadena,  MD  21122 

(410)  437-7136 


Half  cent:  1794  C-3a  G-5,  scudzy  $235. 
Large  cents:  1794  S-27  G-5,  average  minus  800. 

1797  S-132  G-4,  average  235. 
1817  N-17  VG-8,  average  110. 
1822  N-13  G-5,  very  choice  1250. 
1835  N-4  VG-10,  choice  625. 


Send  for  free  list  of  colonials,  half  cents,  and  mostly 
large  cents  for  sale.  Always  buying  tastefully  mutilated 
LC^s:  love  tokens,  gears,  dough  cutters,  etc. 

C.F.  GORDON,  JR.,  EAC  #21  15  Teaberry  Lane  Weaverville,  NC 


(704)  645-4670  28787 

1797  half  cent,  date  & Liberty,  United  and  wreath  (on  left) 

readable,  smooth  surface,  plain  edge,  $100. 

1847  N-39  F-12  $30. 

1849  N-22  VF-20  $20. 

1802  S-230  AG  $15.  1851  N-8  VF-20,  edge  ding  $12. 

1802  S-238  F-15  80.  1851  N-18  F-15  $15. 

1837  N-4  choice  AU-55,  1851  N-20  F-15  $15. 

some  red,  two  edge  1851  N-20  VF-20  $20. 

dings  $200.  1853  N-30  choice  VF-30  $50. 

Please  add  two  dollars  postage  and  handling. 


-397- 


XXVIl/158 


DAN  TROLLAN,  EAC  #3154  3301  Main  Ave . Durango,  CO  81301 


weekdays  <303)  247-8453 

1794  C-4a  scudzy  VG-8,  sharp  detail,  light  scales  $250. 

1809  C-6  choice  F-12  45. 

1793  S-llc  basal  state-1,  wreath/heavily  worn  180, 

1794  S-43  average  VG-8,  black  with  tan  highlights  225. 

1794  S-60  average  VG-8  225. 

1794  S-68  average  G-5,  R5,  obverse  die  break  585. 

1794  S-71  choice  G-5,  light  scratch  on  obv . , tan  144. 

1799  S-189  choice  AG,  smooth  brown,  ANACS  certificate  650. 

1800/79  S-196  choice  VG-10,  smooth  brown  125. 

Want  Liberty  Cap  cents;  send  for  my  list. 


RICHARD  L.  CODAY,  EAC  #3171  P.O.  Box  1701  Bakersfield,  CA 

(805)  323-4507  93302 

LARGE  CENTS  WANTED 

1793^s  with  readable  dates.  1794-96  Liberty  Caps.  1796- 
1807  Draped  Busts.  1808-1814  Turban  Heads.  All  varieties 
and  conditions  considered,  but  prefer  pieces  in  the  $20-200 
price  range.  Also  need  middle  dates  1816-1835  in  F-12 
choice  or  better.  Especially  need  ''30  N-6  and  '34  N-5  in 
any  grade.  Please  write  or  call  with  what  you  have  to 
offer.  I am  not  a bargain  hunter. 

KEN  SEACHMAN,  EAC  #2940  927  E.  Market  St.  York,  PA  17403 

<717)  854-9339 

Half  Cents  Wanted:  1794  C-3b  and  C-6b  in  any  condition. 

1802  C-2  in  VG  or  better 

1803  C-4  in  VF-35  or  better 

Large  Cents  Wanted:  S-249  and  S-254  in  VF-30  or  better 

JOHN  DIRNBAUER,  EAC  #571  P.O.  Box  67  Lima,  PA  19037 

Wanted:  EAC  Sale  catalogs  for  1984,  1986,  1987,  1988,  1989, 

1990 , and  1991 . 

MUST  BE  IN  MINT  CONDITION.  Write  first,  state  price.  Thanks. 

ED  SARRAFIAN,  EAC  #1628  P.O.  Box  864  Glenview,  IL  60025 

For  Sale:  Great  Britain  contemporary  counterfeit  halfpennies 
30  coins  Good  to  Fine  condition,  $420. 

Wanted  to  Buy:  Machines  Mills  halfpence.  Rare  dies  and/or 

high  grade.  Please  write  with  price  desired. 
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RICK  COLEMAN,  EAC  #3351  1501  Tournament  Ct , Crosby,  TX 

77532 

For  Sale:  8 1/2  x 14"  The  National  Coin  Album,  3-rlng 

binder  with  Large  Cent  and  Small  Cent  pages  $35. 

1798  S-169  VF-20+  Sharpness  of  VF-30 , but  several  rim 

dings  and  a dig  between  7 and  9 lower  the  grade. 
Nice  tan  color.  Seldom  offered,  especially  in 
this  grade.  Recuttlng  or  doubling  visible  at 
CA  1/100  U.  $800. 

JOHN  LORENZO,  EAC  #2251  54  Aqueduct  Av . Midland  Park,  NJ 

home  (201)  652-6304  07432 

For  Sale:  a FABRICATED  yet  still  an  eye-catching  1831  N-6 

"flip-over  double  strike"  by  an  1837  N-6  cent.  A 
true  double  strike  or  flip-over  strike  would 
obliterate  the  UNITED  STATES.  The  initial  strike 
is  still  fully  present  on  this  specimen.  This  is 
the  best  fabricated  large  cent  "error"  I^ve  seen 
in  over  25  years.  An  excellent  piece  to  explain/ 
educate  as  to  true  double  striking.  $25. 

Wanted:  Rarity  6/7  New  Jerseys,  Vermonts,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Canadian  Blacksmith  tokens.  Call  or  write. 

MARK  POULIN,  EAC  #2213  P.O.  Box  2591  Middletown,  CT  06457 

For  Trade:  Vermont  Ryder  26.  Technical  grade  about  Fine. 

Some  weaker  areas  due  to  planchet  irregularity. 
Photos  on  request.  Desire  to  trade  for  more  dis- 
tinctive variety  of  Connecticut  copper  of  equal 
value. 

WAYNE  ANDERSON,  EAC  #2102  1018  N.E.  Main  St.  Minneapolis, 

(612)  379-7167  MN  55413 

For  Sale:  18th  Century  provincial  tokens,  or  CONDER  TOKENS, 
named  for  James  Conder,  not  the  bird  "condor." 

Also  U.S.  large  cents,  middle  dates  and  late 
dates.  All  coins  and  tokens  are  high  grade  and 
include  many  Condition  Census  pieces.  Call  any 
time,  or  write  for  details. 
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DENNIS  FUOSS,  EAC  #3824 

P.O.  BOX  2036 

BEAVERTON,  OR 

97075 

1803 

S245(R3) 

F12 

Brown/Black,  tan  high  pts. 
No  serious  marks 

$95 

1813 

S292(R2) 

VG8 

Dark  olive  brown 

Few  light  rev.  pits  — not  bad 

$35 

1820 

N10(R2) 

VF25 

Choice,  chestnut  br. 

$75 

1822 

N5(R3) 

VGIO 

Med.  brown 

Couple  tiny  mk.  @ star  1 1 

$20 

1835 

N15(R2) 

VF25 

Deep  brown  nice  eye  appeal 
Small  old  rev.  scr. 

$50 

1837 

N1(R3) 

VF30 

Choice,  date  a trifle  weak 

$75 

1851 

N24(R3) 

F15 

Med.  brown. 

Tiny  rim  flow  below  date 

$18 

15-Day  Return  Privilege.  Please  Add  $2.00  P/H  for  order  under  $100. 

JOE  PIERVINCENTI,  EAC  #3029  BOX  554  PELHAM,  NY  10803 

(914)  235  - 3569 

Brand  new  Price  List  available  with  choice  early  copper.  Colonials  and  Large  Cents.  Also  seeking  same 
to  buy.  I am  attending  most  major  shows.  Stop  by!  Thank  you! 


FRANK  STEIMLE,  EAC  #2244  2200  APPLEBY,DRIVE  WANAMASSA,  NJ  07712 

Ct  1785  M4.4-C,  VG,  old  cleaning  & sm  obv.  dig $17.00 

1785  M5-L5  (R-4),  G.  sm.  rev.  dig $17.00 

1785  M6.1-A.1  (R-5),  Fine,  but  blotchy  color $32.00 

1785  M6.2-L  1,  G,  por.  obv,  smooth  hard  rev $12.00 

1787  M33.6-KK  (R-4),  por  G,  dt,  leg.  & ribn  clr  $17.00 

1788  M12.2-C  (R-4),  G,  obv  scratches $12.00 

1788  M16.5-H  (R-5 -t-),  G,  It  por $22.00 

NJ  1787  M63-S,  soft  VG,  old  obv.  scratch $17.00 

VT  1788  R-25  G-I-,  sm  brn  surf.,  typ  centr  rev.  weakness  $37.00 


Or  swap  — offer?  Please  add  $3.00  P&I  per  order. 


DANIEL  ARGYRO,  EAC  #3647  P.O.  Box  1463  BUFFALO,  NY  14215 

(716)  832  - 6118 

Wanted:  1848  Large  Cents,  Attributed  or  not.  Call  or  write  with  what  you  have.  Will  respond  to  all 
correspondence.  Thank  you. 
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GARRY  APELIAN,  EAC  #2686910  Revere  Road 


Glenview,  IL  60025 
(708)  724  - 7242 


COUNTERSTAMPED  HALF  CENTS  WANTED 

For  my  personal  collection  and  research  I wish  to  hear  from  any  and  all  EAC’ers  with  counterstamped 
half  cents.  I am  using  as  my  reference  "American  and  Canadian  Countermarked  Coins",  by  Gregory 
Brunk.  I am  looking  for  any  varieties  in  the  book  or  any  unlisted  varieties:  Please  write  or  call  and 
discuss  what  you  have.  I will  trade,  swap  or  buy. 

Please  wright  for  free  price  list. 


HERMAN  FISHER,  EAC  #2989  Rt.  1,  Box  68  Davenport,  WA  99122 

(509)  725  - 3673 

1805  C-3  The  elusive  Half  Cent  with  the  famous  ‘bulge’  in  the  field  right  of  Liberty,  causing  the 
Reverse  to  be  particularly  faint  directly  opposite.  ANA  Grading  VG8  Obversewith  approximately  40% 
dentils,  and  the  Reverse  F12  with  approximately  100%  dentils  showing.  With  current  CQR  $1500  for 
an  8 and  $2500  for  a 12  in  average,  this  above  average  "Little  Sister"  (which  treands  in  Coin  World  for 
$1800  and  $3(KX)  respectively)  is  well  worth  $ 1800 


JOEL  SPINGARN,  EAC  #1456  39  BEEHOLM  ROAD  W.  REDDING,  CT 

06896 

Newcomb  - U.S.  Copper  Cents  1816-57 

$ 33 

Ryder-Colonial  coins  of  VT 

$ 8 

Fuld-Civil  War  Store  Cards 

55 

Ryder-Copper  Coins  of  Mass. 

8 

Cohen-American  Half  Cents  2“*  Ed. 

24 

Rulau,  U.S.  Merch.  Tokens  1845-1860 

15 

Newman  Vars.  of  Fugio  Cent,  soft 

4 

Crosby-Early  Coins  of  America 

35 

Breen-Comp.  Encyc.  U.S. /Col.  Coins 

75 

Miller-State  Coinage  of  Conn. 

22 

Rulau,  Early  Am.  Token,  soft 

9 

Breen-Encyc.  of  U.S.  Half  Cents 

53 

Rulau,  H.T.  Tokens,  3"*  Ed.,  soft 

11 

Sheldon-Penny  Whimsy,  new  reprint 

53 

Nelson-Coinage  of  Wm.  Wood 

7 

Add  $3  postage  1“  book,  $1  each  add. 

Send  for  free  list  of  large  cents  for  sale. 


MARK  B.  HOTZ,  EAC  #2973  69  WEST  MAIN  STREET  WESTMINSTER,  MD  21157 

Post/Ins.  all  orders  $4  over  $100;  $2  under  PHONE  / FAX  410  - 876-  1427 


1798 

S-182 

F-VF 

nice  brown  R-5 

$ 300 

1843 

N-13 

Rev  of  ‘44  si  porous  EF  $ 

120 

1798/7 

S-152 

VG/AG  net  G decent 

90 

1843 

N-16 

Fine  old  clng  R-5 

65 

1802 

S-237 

Nice  It  brown  Fine 

100 

1844 

N-2 

44/81 

Choice  VG 

30 

1810/9 

S-281 

PCGS 

AU-50  Nice 

2000 

1845 

N-4 

EF/AU 

sm  obv  dg. 

100 

1817 

N-6 

EF-40-1-  Very  nice 

175 

1847 

N-12 

VF(20) 

R-6 

45 

1827 

N-2 

Nice 

VG  R-3 

24 

1847 

N-13 

Fine 

R-4 

24 

1829 

N-3 

Nice 

VG  R-4 

50 

1847 

N-24 

EDS 

Nice  EF(45) 

95 

1836 

N-2 

EF-40 

obv  rim  cud 

Nice 

145 

1847 

N-24 

LDS 

Choice  AU-58 

395 

1839 

N-13 

Booby  Head  Choice 

VF-I- 

115 

1847 

N-41 

VF4- 

si  por  rv  R-6 

70 

1842 

N-2 

SD 

Lovely  brown 

EF 

150 

1848 

N-3 

VF(20) 

nice  R-4 

42 

* * 

3|c  * 

* * * 

♦ * 
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STEPHEN  KOPOLOW,  EAC  #487  1 BEECHTREE  LANE 


PLAINSBORO,  NJ  08536 


FOR  SALE:  A GUIDE  TO  LARGE  CENT  VARIETIES  1793  - 184 

A quick  and  easy  method  to  attribute  Sheldon  Varieties,  by  use  of  a flow  chart  system.  See  an  example 
in  the  January  15,  1992  issue,  pg.  63. 

SPIRAL  BOUND  WITH  DATE  DIVIDERS  — $40.00 
XEROX  COPY  — $18.00 

GARY  TRUDGEN,  EAC  #1889  3103  CHATHAM  ROAD  ENDWELL,  NY  13760 

FOR  SALE:  1785  VERMONT  COPPER  - Ryder  4 

F/VF.  Landscape  "VERMONTIS"  variety.  Golden  brown  with  some  darker  shading  in  the  fields.  Late 
obverse  die  state  where  the  die  has  sunk  in  the  center.  Smooth  surfaces,  but  struck  on  a flawed  flan,  as 
most  always  found.  On  the  obverse,  a narrow  striation  runs  from  3 o’clock  and  terminates  just  above 
the  date.  On  the  reverse,  a flow  obscures  the  lower  left  of  the  "all  seeing  eye."  Complete  legends  and 
date,  although  weak  in  areas.  A couple  minor  rim  bumps.  A decent  landscape  specimen  at  an  affordable 
price.  $320.00 

Send  for  a free  price  list  of  colonial  coins. 

GARY  COOPER,  EAC  #989  RD  #2,  BOX  1664  LISBON  FALLS,  ME  04252 

1802/0  C-2,  R-3  F12(nef  grade)  Grades  F15  for  sharpness.  Small  nick  below  ear  and  near  rim 
at  2 o’clock.  "HALF  CENT"  is  full.  Tiny  dig  between  "EN"  and  ribbon  loops.  Comes  with  a PNG 
certificate  of  authenticity  and  B&W  photos.  $1,595 

1806  C-1,  R-1  ¥.¥AXi{net  grade)  Sharpness  grade  of  EF45.  With  magnification  a vertical  hairline 

scratch  left  of  Liberty  from  5 to  3 o’clock  can  be  detected.  Medium  brown  & smooth  surfaces. 

$195 


DAVID  A.  CORNELL,  EAC  #2117  2400  ONE  SE  3"^  AVENUE  MIAMI,  FL  33131 

Phone:  (305)  595  - 6146 

FOR  SALE:  1787  Vermont  R.  16  M.B.R.  Fine-f-.  From  Yesteryear  Coins  price  list,  December  1991, 
Lot  1 14.  Pleasing  light  brown,  very  thin  planchet  with  2 natural  depressions  in  the  central  area  of  the 
reverse.  Full  date  and  legends.  Smooth,  glossy  and  free  of  porosity.  Very  nice  type  coin.  $175 

LLOYD  RIGGLE,  EAC  #3820  627  TONTO  GOLDEN  VALLEY,  AZ  86413 

TRADE:  1806  S-270  G-5  CHOICE  for  1823  of  equal  value.  Thank  you. 
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HENRY  T.  HETTGER,  EAC  #2349 


P.O.  Box  2018 


Arlington,  VA  22202 
(703)  979  - 1942 


1828  N-12  F-15  Choice  color,  light  shade  of  brown  $95 

1838  N-13  R5  (Late  state  N-1 1)  VF-30  plus  net  F- 12  for  scratches,  obv.  35 

1846  N-16  R5  Tall  Date  F-15  choice  dark  brown,  glittering  52 

1847/7  N-1 8 R5  VG- 10  Choice,  light  brown  30 

1848  N-32  R6  VG-10  net  VG-7  for  rev.  scratches,  choice  color,  brown  75 

1848  N-34  High  R5  VF-35  net  VF-20  for  small  corroded  area  on  wreath,  BN  85 

1850  N-24  R6  F-15  net  GD-6  for  rev.  scratches,  small  circular  dig  63 

1850  N-27  VF-30  net-20,  nicks  and  scratch  125 

Postage,  any  order,  $3.00  additional. 


ROSA  AMERICANA,  LTD./JEFF  ROCK,  EAC  #1573  BOX  3447  SAN  DIEGO,  CA  92163 

(619)  280  - 6737 

Our  Eighth  Fixed  Price  List  contains  nearly  300  choice  colonial  coins,  tokens  and  medals.  Our  Ninth 
list  should  be  finished  by  the  end  of  September  or  early  November,  and  will  contain  over  200  coins  as 
well  as  hundreds  of  books  and  auction  catalogues  relating  to  colonial  coins.  We  offer  in-depth 
descriptions,  guaranteed  attribution  and  handle  some  really  neat  material  — if  you’re  not  already  on  our 
mailing  list,  why  not  give  us  a call  or  drop  a note  for  a free  copy  of  our  next  price  list,  which  we’ll  mail 
out  as  soon  as  it’s  available? 


SCOTT  BROCKELMAN,  EAC  #3200  P.O.  BOX  2114  HURST,  TX  76053 

(817)  595  - 4468 


1798 

S-161 

VGIO 

EDS 

$ 85 

1798 

S-187 

F but  porous 

$ 75 

1797 

S-121b  F 

Porous 

150 

1798 

S-175 

F15 

Circ.  marks 

400 

1798 

S-150 

VGIO 

SCARCE 

750 

1800 

S-209 

G-l- 

35 

1801 

S-223 

G6 

1 rim  bump 

25 

1816 

N-9 

VF20 

Lite  crud 

50 

1822 

N-4 

VF25 

1 old  scr 

55 

1820 

N-4 

VF20 

Obv  old  clng 

95 

1822 

N-7 

VF20 

Bit  rough 

95 

1824 

N-2 

CH 

F Glossy 

60 

1825 

N-7 

VF25-I-  Nice 

125 

1829 

N-7 

VF  detail  but  rough 

90 

1848 

N-2 

VF25-I- 

25 

1848 

N-21 

VF30 

Few  rim  dings 

50 

1849 

N-29 

F + 

Retoned 

10 

1851 

N-15 

VF30 

85 

HAVE  OTHERS  AVAILABELE  — WRITE  OR  CALL.  WOULD  LIKE  TO  OBTAIN  NICE  LOW 
GRADE  CHAIN  CENT.  WILL  BUY  OR  TRADE  COPPER  OR  OTHER  U.S.  TYPE  COINS. 


GREG  HEIM,  EAC  #3619  P.O.  BOX  4595  WARREN,  NJ  07059-0595 

WANTED:  One  specimen  of  the  15“'  Anniversary  copper  EAC  medal  for  my  personal  collection.  Will 
pay  $20.00  for  one.  Call  me  at  (908)  769  - 5317  if  you  have  one,  or  write  to  me  at  P.O.  Box  4595, 
Warren,  NJ  07059-0595.  Thanks 
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George  R.  Trostel 
E.A.C.  #669 


49  Bristol  St.  Southington,  Conn.  06489 
1-203-628-9927 


1795  Conn.  M.3.3-F.3  Fine  R-4  143.9  grains  Dark  brown  to 

black  Granular  surfaces  Reverse  flaw  by  hand,  several  edge 
flaws.  Full  legends  on  both  sides $75.00 

1788  Conn.  M.16.3-N  Fine  R-2  Dark  olive  green  granular 
Reverse  flawed  across  third  of  flan.  Not  over  struck. 
$35.00 

1788  Conn.  M.16.3-N  Fine  R-2  Dark  olive  green  granular 


Reverse  pitted  Not  over  struck $35.00 

1786  Conn.  M.2.1-A  Small  Head  very  good  R-3 

dark  and  rough  one  small  edge  clip  and  dent $40.00 


1787  Conn.  Muttonhead  good-very  good  rough  surfaces 
$25.00 

1787  Conn.  M.15-F  Fine  R-4  Dark  olive,  some  porosity 


can  be  seen $50.00 

1 787  Conn.  M.32.2-Xi  134.6  grains  Very  Good $50.00 

1 787  Conn.  M.33.32-Z.13  Fine  Brown  color $50.00 


1787  Conn.  M.32.2-Z.5  141.8  grains  Fine  Heavy  planchet 

flaw  across  the  upper  portion  on  obv.  Rev.  with  horizantal 
break  running  from  liberty's  waist  left  to  the  base  of  D 
Rev.  die  failure $50.00 

1787  Conn.  M.19.G-4  Vg/fine  detail  DOUBLE  STRUCK  both 
obv  and  rev.  Heavily  marked  with  pin  pricks $225.00 

1785  Conn.  M.6.3-G-1  Very  Good  R-3  pitted,  heavy  die 
failure,  cut  on  reverse.  Dark  olive  brown $30.00 

1785  Conn.  M.6.3-G.1  Fine  detail  R-3  Reverse  heavy  die 
failure  and  swelling $40.00 

1787  Conn.  M.31.2-R-3  R-1  fine  detail,  slightly  off  center 

die  break  over  head  pitted  and  rough $65.00 

1811  Half  Cent  C-1  R-4  A.G.  to  Good  couple  of  small  pin 

marks  obv.  and  rev $60.00 

1851  Large  Cent  N-35  R-6  small  scrape  F-A  Rev.  has  been 

cleaned  Grellman  20/12  Very  Rare  for  R-6 $400.00 
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JIM  MCGUIGAN,  EAC  #355 


Box  1 33 


N.  Versailles,  PA  15137 
(412)  247-4484 


PCGS  AND  NGC  COINS 

LARGE  CENTS 

HALF  CENTS 

1793 

S-1 1b  (WREATH,  LE)  VF25 

4,750 

1794 

S-24  EF40 

2,450 

1793 

B-2,  C-2  EF45 

13,500 

1795 

S-76b  AU55 

3,150 

MS62BN 

38,500 

1820 

N-10  MS62BN 

750 

1793 

B-3,  C-3  VF35 

10,500 

1837 

N-9  MS65RB 

1,850 

1794 

B-la,  C-la  EF40 

3,150 

1843 

N-4  (PET  HD,  LG  LET)  MS64BN 

1,750 

1 794 

B-2b,  C-2a  VF35 

2,100 

1794 

B-6b,  C-4a  EF40 

2,250 

RAW  COINS 

1796 

B-2,  C-2  AU55  (EX  NORWEB) 

45,000 

1800 

B-lb,  C-1  AU55 

1,150 

COLONIALS 

1803 

B-1.C-1  MS62BN 

4,750 

1787 

MASSACHUSETTS  HALF  CENT 

1804 

B-10,  C-13  MS62BN 

1,850 

RYDER  4-C  MS63 

2,650 

1804 

B-11,C-12  MS60BN 

1,150 

HALF  CENTS 

MS64BN 

2,650 

1794 

B-la,  C-la  G5  (VF  SHARPNESS, 

1806 

B-4,  C-4  MS62BN 

1,600 

BUT  ROUGH) 

150 

181 1 

B-2,  C-2  VF20 

1,350 

1794 

B-9,  C-9  G5(7/3) 

225 

1825 

B-2,  C-2  MS64BN 

2,100 

1797 

B-lc,  C-1  VG10 

525 

MS64RB 

2,750 

1802 

B-2,  C-2  VG7 

800 

1826 

B-1,C-1  MS64BN 

800 

1804 

B-3,  C-2  G5  (VG  SHARPNESS, 

MS64BN  (EX  R S COHEN) 

2,350 

BUT  POROUS) 

7,650 

1828 

B-2,  C-3  MS63BN 

385 

1804 

B-9,  C-1 0 EF45 

575 

MS63RB 

500 

1828 

B-2,  C-3  MS63RB 

600 

1829 

B-1,C-1  MS64BN 

950 

1834 

B-1,C-1  EF40  (LITELYCLND) 

60 

1831 

B-1,C-E05  PR62BN 

13,000 

1851 

B-1,C-1  AU55 

120 

1842 

B-3,  C-SR19  PR62BN 

4,850 

1854 

B-1,C-1  MS60BN 

160 

1850 

B-1,C-1  MS62BN 

450 

1855 

B-1,C-1  MS63RD 

600 

MS63BN 

1,000 

1856 

B-2a,  C-1  EF45  (LITELY  CLND) 

90 

1855 

B-1,C-1  MS63RB 

675 

1857 

B-1.C-1  EF45 

120 

AUDIO  TAPES  AVAILABLE  FOR  EAC  EDUCATIONAL  FORUM 

$7.50  per  year  postpaid 

1991  - Massachusetts  Silver  - Bill  Jones 
Large  Cents  - John  Adams 

Massachusetts  Copper 
Col.  Green  Coll. 

- Mike  Packard 

- Frank  Wilkinson 

1992  - Interview  Q & A - Eric  Streiner 

Centering  Planchets  - Eric  Newman 
Half  Cents  -Bill  Weber 

Proof  Large  Cents 
1796  Large  Cents 

- Denis  Loring 

- Phil  Ralls 

1993  - The  First  Philadelphia  Mint  - Bill  Jones 
The  Randall  Hoard  - John  Kraljevich 

Coin  Photography  - Tony  Carlotto 

Coin  Digitization  & Computer  Display  - Jon  Lusk 

ORDER  FROM;  Litho  Technical  Services,  Inc. 

Attn:  Wes  Rasmussen 
1600  West  92nd  Street 
Bloomington,  MN  55431 

MAKE  CHECK  PAYABLE  TO;  Early  American  Copper 
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Give  him/her  a 


^‘RXS<PECIAL  gi^PT 

SPECIAL  to  Current  EAC  Members 

$100  Postpaid 

(List  Price  $125  Postpaid) 

Or  Get  An  Autographed  Copy 
Direct  from  the  Author 

John  D.  Wright 
1468  Timberlane  Dr. 
St.  Joseph,  MI  49085 


Order  from  the 
SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR 
Litho  Technical  Services 
Attn:  Wright 
1600  West  92nd  Street 
Bloomington,  MN  55431 


Jaci  iH.  Robi  rifion , EAC  #1308 


V i r i n a , V i r g i 1 1 1 a 22 1 ( 
703--82 1-1854 


P.  0.  liii'ix  564, 


I m sh  to  thank  Ray  Modhurst  for  his  k:i,nc;l  words  ahjout  my  Sale  Catalog. 
The  vjorl:  was  in  tend  Fid  to  provide  a iastii'ig  r et  FJOFinco  and  1 am  proud  of  thf? 
e f f o r- 1 s fej ; ; p e n d e d a r i d t h o r ■ e s u 1 1 o b t a i n e d . T h a 1 1 k y o u . 

Yo'.'.  iiiav  have  noticed  that.  T lowered  my  price  on  tire  11th  Editiori  ot  CDF1‘ 
(see  below)  , as  it  contains  the  CC  compar-ison  in  addition  to  othcar  updates 
a r,  ri  t7i  a n y p Fi  o p 1 e h a v e t a t:  e r'l  a d v a n t a g e o t t h e o f + e r . I li  i g ti  1 v r c o m m e n d t o 
anyone  that  has  NOT  yet.  si.ibscr  i bed  to  CQR , to  "try"  tlie  lit.  ti  Edition  as  it 
contains  a lot  ot  extra  useful  i rif  or  nisit  i or  i .'dat  a . 

*****  *****  ***** 


The  12th  Edition  of  COR  is  available  for  ifi30.00,  or  the  12th  and  the 
13th  lidition  of  CQF?  (to  be  published  late  '93./6?arly  '94)  are  available 
tor  $50.00.  Any  new  EAC  members  joinincj  during  1993  may  obtain  the  12th 
Edj,tion  alone  for  $25.00  or  the  12th  13th  both  for-  $40.00.  Just  give 
me;  your  iTienibersh  i p number  when  you  order,, 

A Continuing  POLICY  for-  Firsit  Time  Subscr  i .hers  - I offer  a "no 
questions  aske?d"  refund  ori  any  subscription  purchased  f.jer  the  above 
paragraph  if  you  are  d i s-sat.  i sf  i ed  for  ANY  reason  viitliin  60  days  of 
the?  time  you  receive  your  CQF-';.  Just  return  the  CQR  to  me  - 1 11 
e?v€?n  i'-e-imburse  you  for  the  postagf?  to  return  the  CQR! 

We  offer  the  "Jack  FI.  Flobinson  Sale"  catalog  for  $30.00,  postpaid. 

This  is  for-  the  original  so  ft  bound  version.  For  those?  tliat.  may  want 
a copy  of  (:,-'ie  catalog,  without  a cover,  for  three  ring  binder  use  as 
a refc?rF?nce  work  or  wF-iatever  - from  original  print  si  gnaturejs , thfsse 
■3 r e a v a i lab)  c?  f o r $ 2 O „ 0 O , p o s t p a i d . £•! o t F'l  c o m e w i t li  Pi"  i r.; b e FI e a 1 i z e d . 

Wf?  offer  BOTH  original  three  ring  binder-  violumes  of  the  Gr-ellman  loose 
leaf  "Attribution  Guide  for  United  States  Large  (Cents  1040  --  1057"  witfi 
tliB  "Dui  c.  k-f  i nder  " sr.ipp  1 ernen  t for  a postpaid  price  of  $£i5. 


-^*  •it’  ¥r 

We  offer  the 


***** 

f o 1 1 o w i n g o r i g :i.  r i a .1.  e a r 1 i e r e cl 


*■***■* 

1 1 o n B o f C Q , p cj  s t p a i d ; 


1 St 

E!d  i t i on 

12/31/83 

$ 5 00 

2nd 

red  J t X on 

04/30/05 

7 . 00 

Sr  d 

Edit i on 

12/31/85 

7.  00 

4th 

Ed  X t X on 

09/15/86 

7 . 00 

5th 

E!d  i t i on 

12/31/86 

"/ OCi 

7th 

FCd  i t i.  cjri 

12/31/87 

1 0 . 00 

8th 

Ed  i t i on 

01 /31 /B9 

8 . CiO 

9th 

Ed  i t :i.  on 

03/3 1 /90 

S , 00 

10th 

Fid  i t.  i on 

03/31/91 

8.00 

1 1th 

Ed i t X on 

02/29/92 

1 0 . 00 

( S ti  e 1 d o n V a r i e t i e s 0 n 1 y ) 

(Half  Cents  5 Large  Cents) 

(First  L.i.  s e o f C t?  n d i t i o n L.  e v e 1 s ) 
(Updated ) 

( U p d a t e d a f t e r Fl;  S B S a 1 e ) 

( r-  i r B t B c?  I...I  n d L d i t i o n ) 

(Updated  after  JF-lff  Salt?) 

( Updated ) 

( Ufjdated ) 

( U p d a t e d wj  i t F?  C C c o m p a r x s o n d a t a ) 


•K'  -ist-  "if 


■i^*  -it-  -i#- 
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”Countermarked  Coins” 


YOU  can  Help! 

Dr.  Gregor>  Bmiik  is  now  beginning  tlie  long-awaited  UPDATE  of  his  two  books  on  Countermarked  Coins.  We  need  your  help! 

FREE  UPDATE  (For  Registered  Buyers  ONLY) 

If  you  already  own  either  book,  please  send  in  the  registration  card  today  for  your  copy  of  the  FREE  UPDATE.  If 
you  have  misplaced  the  card,  send  me  a postcard,  and  tell  me  the  first  catalog  number  on  page  30.  Please  register 
today!  Future  announcements  will  be  directed  to  registered  book  buyers  only. 

SCOPE  of  the  Book 

The  UPDATE  will  cover  American,  Canadian  and  World  Merchant  countermarks.  While  the  two  books  and  updates  DO 
NOT  cover  governmental,  official  or  ancient  countermarks,  you  can  send  in  your  listings  of  ALL  countermarks.  The 
manuscript  for  Governmental  Countermarks  is  in  production,  and  new  listings  are  solicited.  No  date  for  that  book  has  been 
scheduled. 

NEW  LISTINGS 

If  you  have  any  countermarked  coins,  you  can  help!  If  you  have: 

A.  Unlisted  Merchant  Countermarks 

B.  Unlisted  Coins  or  Dates 

C.  Previously  Unreported  Examples  of  Dates  Already  Listed. 

Please  send  in  your  lists  NOW  of  the  above  NEW  pieces.  We  would  like  to  borrow  your  unlisted  pieces  for  photography.  I 
prefer  to  produce  my  own  photos,  as  most  commercial  photographers  are  not  familiar  with  token  photography.  Please  only 
send  in  your  countermarks  for  photography  of  all  Unlisted  Countermarks,  and  for  unpictured  or  poor  pictures  in  Brunk.  We 
are  now  taking  pictures  every  2 to  4 weeks,  so  you  can  expect  return  of  your  pieces  in  4 to  6 weeks.  We  do  pay  all  postage 
costs.  Please  send  via  insured  or  registered  mail.  Your  tokens  are  fully  insured  while  here  for  photography.  All  contributors 
are  acknowledged,  if  desired.  Please  send  all  correspondence  to  Brunk  via  Rich  Hartzog. 

INFORMATION  on  MERCHANTS 

We  are  greatly  interested  in  historical  information  on  all  issuing  merchants.  We  are  especially  interested  in  attributions  of 
mavericks.  We  are  seeking  biographical  information,  business  histories  and  clear  copies  of  contemporary  advertisements. 
Now  is  the  time  to  research  your  issuing  merchants  in  your  area.  Check  your  local  history  section  of  your  library  for  city 
directory  listings  and  city  histories.  Check  the  local  courthouse  for  birth,  death  and  marriage  certificates,  probate,  wills  and 
land  records,  etc.  Write  up  a short  or  long  history,  and  see  your  name  in  genuine  print! 

DATE  NEEDED 

Our  current  schedule  is  to  add  all  new  listings  by  3 1 October  1993.  Please  send  in  your  listings  TODAY.  Please  check  every 
single  countermark  with  a good  magnifying  glass,  and  report  all  letters  and  punctuation  exactly  as  shown.  Your  information 
is  needed  now  for  the  free  updates  to  these  two  important  references  books  by  Gregory  Brunk.  A few  copies  are  still  available: 

American  and  Canadian  Countermarked  Coins  (out  of  print) 

Softbound  $47.50 

Hardbound  $52.50 

Merchant  Countermarks  on  World  Coins 

Softbound  $32.50 

Hardbound  $42.50 

Both  books,  deduct  $5.  .All  prices  are  postpaid.  Dealer  inquiries  invited.  VISA/MC/AmEx  add  5%. 

World  Exonumia  Press  - Rich  Hartzog 

POB4143BNG 
Rockford  IL  61 110-0643 
(815)226-0771 

EAC  #13Si 
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SENT  FREE  UPON  REQUEST  TO  ANY  EAC  MEMBER 

$2.95 
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SEPTEMBER,  1993  ISSUE  0041 

P.O.  BOX  2967 

EDMOND,  OKLAHOMA  73083 
(405)341-2213 


THE  NEXT  MCCAWLEY/GRELLMAN  ALL  COPPER  AUCTION  WILL  BE  HELD 
SATURDAY  NIGHT  OCTOBER  2ND  IN  LONG  BEACH  CA. 


SEND  FOR  A FREE  COPY  OF  OUR  CATALOG 


